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   Throughout the State of Washington there are 30-plus Junior ROTC (JROTC) Units in high schools. Each year during their annual Awards Ceremonies, Masonic bodies – Scottish Rite and National Sojourners – award JROTC students with Certificate of Achievements and military-style medals for wear on their uniforms. In addition, there are ROTC Units at the University of Washington, Washington State University and Seattle University to whom the award could be presented. 

   The Grand Lodge of Washington has available to Masonic Lodges Patriotism Certificates and Medals Awards that can be used for recognition of students in JROTC, ROTC and National Guard Units in their locales; or other organizations that Masonic Lodges deem fit. Each set costs $10 each and can be obtained by emailing Mary Ann at Grand Lodge with the Organizational name and name of the recipient.

   If there is a JROTC Unit in your local area or community, contact the Senior Instructor of the Unit with information about the award. The suggested individual criteria are that the award be presented to an outstanding 1st Year Cadet who distinguishes themselves in patriotic events, in their unit, the local community and/or their school. Tell them that the local Masonic Lodge would like to make a presentation during their upcoming Awards Recognition Ceremony. These Awards Night Programs occur in the April-June timeframe. 

   I have emailed the Senior Instructors of the JROTC Units in Washington advising them of the availability of the award, and the criteria of the award. I have advised them to contact the Masonic Lodge nearest to their high school. 

   The award could also be presented to a young enlisted man or woman in a National Guard or Reserve Unit in your community. The criteria above can apply to that young enlisted person very easily. This would be an excellent way to establish a working relationship with local Guard and/or Reserve Units in your community. 

   I taught Navy JROTC for fourteen years and can answers questions you may have about the program. If you need to know of the location of a JROTC Unit close to your Lodge, email me at davidmcc44@verizon.net for the information.

