GRAND LODGE OF FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS OF WASHINGTON

2007

RULINGS AND DECISIONS


It is inherent to the office of Grand Master to make decisions and judgments based on the Washington Masonic Code from time to time when called on to do so.


The various Rulings and Decisions of the Grand Masters, sustained, over-ruled, or modified by action of the Annual Communication of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Washington occupy an important place in Masonic history and demonstrate how they are applied to the various provisions of the Washington Masonic Code.


The Rulings and Decisions are for information only and should only be used for that purpose. They are organized and sequenced by the same Section Numbers as the Washington Masonic Code. The page numbers at the end of each Ruling or Decision following the year are the page numbers of the Proceedings for the year shown.


The 2006-2007 Code Commission has reviewed the Rulings and Decisions as printed in 1995, and amended as necessary, each year since, and in cooperation with the Committee on Jurisprudence  publish the following Rulings and Decisions, which we believe will assist the brethren in better understanding the Washington Masonic Code.


Several Rulings and Decisions have become completely obsolete by amendments to the Washington Masonic Code and changes in civil law and have been removed and archived in the Office of the Grand Secretary.
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CHAPTER 1

1.02 Supreme Jurisdiction.

1. Unrecognized Grand Bodies.  Application for visitation to the Grand Lodge a man claiming membership in a Lodge under charter from a Grand Lodge in Pennsylvania other than the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania recognized by Grand Lodge of Washington. Denied 1872, pg 244.
1.04 Powers.
(2) Executive

1. Issuing Dimit.  The Grand Lodge, in dimiting it’s Past Grand Master, 

a member of Olympia Lodge, clearly assumed the exercise of a power which 

belongs solely to a Lodge and thereby infringed on the privileges and dignities of 

the Lodge. Committee Report adopted. 1864, pg 375.

2. Recalling Charter.  The Grand Lodge instructed (sic) the Grand Master to recall the charter of a Lodge. 1886, pg 478.
3. Correcting Error in Charter.  The Grand Lodge has power and legal 

right to correct any error inadvertently made in the issuing of a charter. Committee Report adopted. 1895, pg 20, 1.
4. Method to Use in Changing Name.  Resolution of Grand Lodge 

authorizing change of name and changing charter accordingly adopted. 1939, pg
26, 105, 229.

(3) Judicial

1. Between Different Jurisdictions. The Grand Lodge has original
jurisdiction of charges by a present member of California Lodge (formerly member of Washington Lodge) against a member of the Washington Lodge as a controversy between members of different Lodges. Committee Report. 1865, pg 480, 481.

2. Lodge May Try Deputy Grand Master.  Charges against

Deputy Grand Master may be preferred in and tried by Lodge of which he 

is a member. Report Jurisprudence Committee approved. 1871, pg 327,

345, 355, 358. (See W.M.C. Sec. 27.03 Disciplinary Power of a Lodge.)
3. Action by Grand Master Does Not Preclude.  Failure of Grand 


Master upon hearing to suspend a Master does not preclude Grand Lodge from 

Trying him. Resolution adopted. 1873, pg 158.

4. Between Different Jurisdictions.  Grand Lodge entertained original 

jurisdiction of controversy between Lodge in Washington and Oregon. Committee Report adopted. 1884, pg 21, 60
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5. Not of Private Civil Matters. On protest of Past Master of Lodge that 
It threatened violation of terms of lease of its hall. Grand Lodge had no jurisdic-tion and dismissed protest. Committee report adopted. 1895, pg 198.
6. Procedure. Charges against a Master of a Lodge were referred to the 

Grand Master by Grand Lodge, to be, by him, settled as justice might require. 1895, pg 197; 1896, pg 21, 29, 30.

7. Procedure.  That Grand Master in his Annual Address reported that

the Worshipful Master of a Lodge had showed marked discourtesy toward the Grand Lodge; referred to Committee on Grievances and Appeals, which recommended three month’s suspension which was by Grand Lodge amended to “censure.” Committee Report as amended adopted. 1896, pg 23, 30, 72, 74.

8. Over Members of Grand Lodge.  Recommended that a late Master 

of a Lodge be reprimanded for discourteous conduct in words and actions toward the Grand Master. Committee Report adopted. 1909, pg 73.

9. Jurisdiction. Grand Lodge has no original jurisdiction of charges

against a late Master of a Lodge whose term has expired. Committee Report 

adopted. 1916, pg 460, 504, 515. (The offense charged was un-Masonic conduct 

committed during the accused’s term of office and within the Jurisdiction of his 

Lodge, but the specified conduct was not in line with his official duties. Ed.)
10. Insufficiency of Charges. Complaining that elected and installed 


Master had removed permanently from the State, and charging Master has proven 


unsatisfactory and failed in his duty as Master to promote the general good of the 


order. Did not charge a Masonic offense. Decision Grand Master approved. 1924, 


pg 304, 412.

11. When Not Attaching. When the case was improperly before the

 Grand Lodge, no proper notice of appeal had been given; and also because the 

difficulty had since been amicably settled between the parties, the whole subject matter was dismissed. 1860, pg 131.

12. Error Below, When No Appeal.  An error on question of parlia-


mentary law by the Worshipful Master in the exercise of his prerogative to rule 

and govern his Lodge, will not be considered by Grand Lodge in absence of an appeal. Committee Report adopted. 1900, pg 64. (See W.M.C. Sec. 15.17.)
1.05 Divisions of Masonic Law.

1. Secrecy Enjoined. Permission to a newspaper to announce through its 

columns the number of applicants seeking the Degrees before a Lodge is positively forbidden and should never occur. Ruling Grand Master, 1890, pg 164.

2. No Calling Off to Subsequent Day.  A Lodge having met on Saturday cannot

“call off” and reassemble on Monday as a part of the same meeting. Decision Grand Master approved. 1899, pg 339, 368.
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3. Concordant Orders, Allied bodies.  No concordant or so-called allied body 

has any right to any information of any kind respecting any proceedings, business, or affairs of a Masonic Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1924, pg 303, 393, 412-413; Decision Grand Master approved. 1954, pg 384, 428, Reaffirmed and as modified; 1955, pg 31, 143.
4. Effective Date of Enactments.  All enactments of Grand Lodge become 

effective on the date of close of the Annual Communication at which enacted, unless otherwise provided in the law itself. Decision Grand Master approved. 1926, pg 278, 365.

5. Advertising So-Called Clandestine Scottish Rite. A Mason does not lose his

membership in the Order by reason of joining a so-called clandestine Scottish Rite. Officially, Masonry knows nothing beyond the three Degrees, and membership therein is no more affected by such joining than by joining a church or a club, unless there is in connection with the joining some Masonic offense which renders him subject to discipline at the hands of the Lodge. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1932, pg 373, 474.

6. Dual Membership in Unrecognized Lodge.  Merely petitioning for dual membership in a Lodge not recognized by the Grand Lodge of Washington does not of itself work a forfeiture of membership in Washington Lodge. Decision of Grand Master to contrary disapproved. 1953,pg 46, 94. Jurisprudence Committee reported that a member of a Washington Lodge who obtained such membership in an unrecognized Lodge might be subject to charge of un-Masonic conduct. Report adopted. 1953, pg 94.

6. Disclosure of Information. No concordant or so-called allied body has any right to information of any kind respecting any proceedings, business or affairs of a Masonic Lodge, but the Lodge may disclose such information if it desires. Decision Grand Master approved. 1924, pg 383, 412-413; 1954, pg 384, 428; 1955, pg 31, 143.


6. Disclosure of Information.  It is within the prerogative of the Master to determine whether a mailing list of the Lodge shall be furnished to a concordant body. Decision Grand Master approved. 1957, pg 46, 182.


9. Unrecognized Grand Lodge. One claiming membership in a Lodge of an unrecognized Grand Lodge cannot visit a Washington Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1958, pg 436, 515.


10. Visitation to Unrecognized Grand Lodge.  It is illegal to visit or converse Masonically with a Lodge of a Jurisdiction not recognized by Washington. Decision Grand Master approved. 1958, pg 438, 515.


11. Affiliation from Unrecognized Lodge. It was illegal for a Lodge to affiliate a petitioner upon a dimit from a Lodge of an unrecognized foreign Jurisdiction and such an action cannot be healed. Decision Grand Master approved. 1958. pg 439, 515.


12. Degree Work by Concordant Body.  Grand Master ruled members of a Concordant Body, as Masons, may not confer a Degree or Degrees on a Sunday. Decision Grand Master approved. 1965, pg 41, 124-125.
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1.09 Recognition of Foreign Grand Lodge.


1. Visiting in Another Jurisdiction. Ruled that when visiting a Lodge in another Jurisdiction and a Mason from a non recognized Masonic Jurisdiction is present that as a guest in that jurisdiction we are, after all, subject to their Masonic Law for the time we are there. Decision of Grand Master approved 1990, pg 14-15. 36  
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CHAPTER 2

2.01. List and Title.

1. Past Master Retaining Membership. Past Master of a chartered Lodge in this Jurisdiction signing a petition for a Lodge Under Dispensation retains his membership in Grand Lodge. Decision of Grand Master concurred in. 1893, pg354, 382, 383.

2. Past Master Membership in Grand Lodge.  A Past Master of a chartered Lodge of this Jurisdiction, upon transfer of membership to another Lodge of this Jurisdiction, retains his membership in Grand Lodge. Decision of Grand Master concurred in. 1893, pg 353, 382, 383.

2.04 Statement of Availability.


1. Resignation of Elected Grand Lodge Officer. Due to the Resignation of R.W.B. John D. Keliher as Junior Grand Warden, after consultation with the Committee on Jurisprudence and other elected officers the Grand Master reopened the filing for statements Availability for Junior Grand Warden and Senior Grand Warden with a deadline of March 15, 2004. Decision of Grand Master approved. 2004 pg 30.
2.09 Vacancies.


1. Appointing of Past Grand Master to Convene Grand Lodge While Grand Master is Out of This Jurisdiction.  Action of Grand Master disapproved. 1979, pg 26, 36.


2. Title of Acting Grand Master.  On the death of Grand Master in office, the Deputy Grand Master assumes the duties and the title of “Deputy Grand Master acing as Grand Master.” And closes a Lodge in ample form. Ruling approved. 1944, pg 425, 511.
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CHAPTER 3

3.01 Grand Master’s Powers. 


1. Postponing Communications of Grand Lodge.  It is not within the power of the Grand Master during the recess of the Grand Lodge to set aside the constitution by making a change in the time of holding a regular session at which the annual business is to be done. Committee Report. 1862, pg 220, 239. 


2. Enjoining Lodge Trial.  A letter of the Grand Master interdicting a Lodge from proceeding to try a case over which they clearly had sole and exclusive control, subject only to the Grand Lodge, was not in accordance with Masonic Law and which, if persisted in and established as a precedent would be injurious to the best interests of Masonry. Committee Report adopted. 1867, pg 57, 113.

3. Delegating Dispensing Power.  Grand Secretary instructed to issue a commission or letter of authority to Deputy Grand Master authorizing him to grant in name of Grand Master such dispensation as in his judgment might be allowed to certain Lodges. Ruling Grand Master. 1873, pg 137.

4. Vacating Result of Lodge Trial.  A most extraordinary proceeding of a Lodge sentencing a member to one year’s suspension, without trial or ballot whether guilty or not guilty, drew from the Grand Master a mandate disapproving and setting aside action of the Lodge. Sustained by Grand Lodge. 1873, pg 141, 160; 1874, pg 279.

5. High Commission.  Construction of the Law. “During the recess of the Grand Lodge, the Grand Master alone is authorized to construe the constitution for the information and instruction of the craft.” Report of High commission. 1887, pg 36, 49.

6. Numbering the New Lodges.  Grand Master has no power to order that a new Lodge be given an earlier number of a defunct Lodge. 1891, pg 369; 1892 Pg 36, 49.


7. Appointing New Officers Lodge U.D.  Worshipful Master named in dispensation of a Lodge U.D. asked to be relieved; on account of removal, Grand Master appointed a new Junior Warden and advanced the other officers. Ruling Grand Master. 1894, pg 12.

8. Charter Correction.  Grand Master authorized the correction of an inadvertent error in numbering Lodge in a Charter. Concurred in. 1894, pg 14, 34.


9. Charter Alteration.  Grand Master Authorized change of name of place of meeting, in a charter, to correspond with the change of name of that place by the U.S. P.O. Department. Concurred in. 1896, pg 16, 30.


10. Grand Representative.  Resolution that Grand Master suggest to Grand Masters of other Jurisdictions that the appointment of a new Representatives in place of any who may be absent from three successive Annual Communications of this Grand Lodge; and that the Grand Master request the Grand Master of each Jurisdiction in which our Representative may be absent from three successive Annual Communications to recommend some other Brother for appointment of our Representative near that Jurisdiction. Adopted. 1913, pg 345; 1949, pg 100-101, 185-186.


11. Grand Representative.  The appointment of Grand Representatives is a prerogative of Grand Master, not subject to review by Grand Lodge. Committee Report adopted. 1918, pg 274.
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12. Special Deputy, Not to be of Foreign Jurisdiction.  Refusal of Grand Master to appoint as his special deputy a member of a foreign jurisdiction, to open Grand Lodge and lay cornerstone. Approved. 1924, pg 302, 412.


13. Imposing Fine.  A Grand Master has no authority to assess a fine against a Lodge for Installation of Officers on Sunday. Committee Report approved. 1926, pg 277, 369.

14. Stated Communication of Lodge.  The Grand Master has no authority to change date of Lodge meeting prior to its By-Laws. Approved. 1928, pg 390, 444. 1943, pg 27, 79; Reaffirmed Approved 1945, pg 33, 144; Reaffirmed Approved 1949, pg 46, 47; Reaffirmed Approved 1955, pg 33, 143; Reaffirmed Approved 1956, pg 386, 531; Reaffirmed Approved 1964, pg 363, 474.

15. Extending Time for Payment of Grand Lodge Dues.  The Grand Master has no power to extend the time for payment of Grand Lodge dues. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1932, pg 374, 474.

16. Review of Judgment of Lodge Finance Committee. Grand Master should not review judgment of Lodge finance committee as to whether proper or improper where judgment made in good faith and within function of that committee. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1934, pg 366, 471.

17. Dispensation Permitting Presentation of Resolution to be Voted Upon Suspending Lodge By-Law.  Grand Master has no power to grant a dispensation to permit resolution suspending a Lodge By-Law to be voted upon at a Stated Communication adopting that By-Law, where such By-Law was valid. Decision Grand Master approved. 1934, pg 376, 471.

18. Healing Work.  The Grand Master’s order that work illegally done at a meeting held in violation of the Washington Masonic Code be “healed” is sufficient to heal such work. Decision of  Grand Master approved. 1943, pg 30, 79.


19. Masonic Clubs.  The Grand Master inherently possesses, by nature of his office and the powers conferred upon him and by virtue of the fact that he is Grand Master of all Masons in Washington, full and adequate authority to take such measures of control or any action against Masonic clubs which he deems necessary or proper for the welfare of Masonry in this Grand Jurisdiction. Report of Jurisprudence Committee adopted. 1948 pg 521-522.


20. Masonic Clubs.  Grand Master refused permission to form a Masonic Club. Ruling of Grand Master approved with statement that control over Masonic Clubs by the Grand Master is one of his inherent powers, to be exercised at his discretion, and no policy should be adopted which might impair the Grand Master in the exercise of that inherent power. 1949, pg 47, 173.

21. Power to Declare Body Un-Masonic. The Grand Master inherently possesses, by the nature of his office and the powers and duties conferred upon him as Grand Master and as the executive officer of this Grand Lodge, full and adequate authority to take such measures of control over, or any action against, any body requiring Masonic standing as a prerequisite to membership therein, which he deems necessary or proper for the welfare or protection of Masonry in this Grand Jurisdiction. Resolution adopted. 1951, pg 122, 200.
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22. Foreign Masonic Law.  The Grand Master declined to pass upon a question with reference to California Masonic Law. Decision of Grand Master approved. 1953, pg 49, 91.

23. Just Cause for Deposition of Master.  Grand Master properly removed Master of a Lodge under the following circumstances: The ballot on a petition for Degrees was twice dark; the Master permitted discussion on the ballot in Lodge; a third ballot was taken which was clear; a timely objection to initiation was made; the Master thereupon, disregarding all the foregoing, took the petitioner through the Entered Apprentice Degree work. Decision of Grand Master approved. 1955, pg 22, 34, 139, 143.

24. Ordering of Trial.  Where false information was given on petition of E.A. for remaining Degrees, Lodge was ordered by Grand Master to prefer charges. Decision of Grand Master approved. 1958, pg 439, 515.


25. Healing Illegal Affiliation.  It was illegal for a Lodge to affiliate a petitioner upon a dimit from an unrecognized foreign Jurisdiction, and such action cannot be healed by Grand Master. Decision of Grand Master approved. 1958, 439, 515.

26. Just Cause for Deposition of Master.  His arrest on an assault charge and his admission of the charge were just cause for the deposition of a Worshipful Master. Decision of Grand Master approved. 1961, pg 32, 98.

27. Master Restored to Good Standing. Grand Master ruled that a dimit could not be issued to, nor could a deposed Worshipful Master be requested to request one, prior to substantiating reason for removal from office and until cause had been heard by Lodge and Grand Master’s Trial committee. 1965, pg 47, 126.


28. Degree Work by Concordant Body.  Grand Master ruled members of Concordant Body, as Masons, may not confer a Degree on a Sunday. Decision of Grand Master approved. 1965, pg 124-125.

29. Masonic Pet Cemetery.  Permission granted Olympia Lodge No. 1, to establish a pet cemetery in the City of Tumwater, the matter of financing not being involved. Dec. Grand Master approved. 1969, pg 30, 121.


30. Masonic Associations.  That the formation, by King County Masonic Library Association, of a so-called “King County college of Masonic Knowledge” and that permission to form such a group and to use the word “Masonic” was denied. Decision of the Grand Master approved. 1969, pg 39, 47.

31. Masonic Clubs.  Grand Master refused to approve or disapprove the forming of a club of Master Masons in a remote area of Alaska. Decision of the Grand Master approved. 1971, pg 41. Reaffirmed, 1977.


32. Formation of Credit Union.  Disapproved formation of a credit union by a Masonic Service Bureau. Decision of Grand Master approved. 1971, pg 41-42.


33. Masonic Service Bureau.  Grand Master approved establishment of a Masonic Service Bureau in Spokane. Decision of Grand Master approved. 1972, pg 36, 50.
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34. Powers and Duties of Grand Master.  Believing that the Grand Lodge had again been challenged by a Concordant Body, The Grand Master ruled that the authority to establish standards of conduct over all Masons in this Jurisdiction is vested solely in the Grand Lodge and not in a Concordant Body, however styled, requiring Masonic standing as a prerequisite to membership therein. Decision of Grand Master approved. 1977, pg 24, 34.

35. DeMolay Funds Revert.  Ruled that the funds of a defunct DeMolay Chapter be returned to the Executive Officer of DeMolay of Washington by the Lodge holding the funds, no Lodge or Appendant body which sponsors a DeMolay Chapter, Job’s Daughters Bethel, or Rainbow Assembly can confiscate the assets or property of a defunct Chapter, Bethel or Assembly. The property of a defunct Chapter, Bethel, or Assembly reverts to the parent organization, which in this case, is to the executive Officer of DeMolay of the state of Washington. Decision of Grand Master approved. 1980, pg 30, 42.

36. Reduction of Sentence.  Ruled that it not within the power of Grand Master to reduce sentence imposed on Brother found guilty in Masonic trial. Decision of Grand Master approved. 1992, pg 32, 41.

37. Grand Master Suspension Vacated.  Grand Master suspended several brethren for Un-Masonic conduct. Appeal to the Grievances and Appeals Committee and concurrence of the Jurisprudence Committee the Grand Master rescinded the sentences and based upon the findings of the Grand Master’s Commission Masonic Trials were ordered. Report of the Grievances and Appeals Committee Accepted. 2002, pg 27, 89.

3.02 Grand Master’s Duties.


1. Deputy to Constitute Lodge.  Grand Master cannot deputize a Master Mason to constitute a Lodge. His deputy must be a Past Master belonging to a Lodge or an Officer of Grand Lodge. Decision of Grand Master approved. 1901, pg 196, 231.


2. Discipline.  Grand Master issued a letter of reprimand to a member of this Grand Lodge who had presided at the installation of officers of the unrecognized Grand Lodge of Alaska. Decision of Grand Master approved. 1981, pg 26, 38-39.


3. Pardon Granted.  Grand Master requested pardon of errors leading to reprimand (See Decision No. 2, above) of member of this Grand Lodge who presided at the installation of officers of then unrecognized Grand Lodge of Alaska in 1981. Request of Grand Master approved. 1990, pg 15-16, 37.
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CHAPTER 4
There have been no Rulings or Decisions pertaining to Chapter 4
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CHAPTER 5

5.01 Amendments.


1. Resolution to be Presented in a Regular Manner.  A Grand Lodge magazine shall not be published nor any funds be expended for the same without a Resolution being drafted and presented in the regular manner. Decision Grand Master approved. 1985, pg 38, 52-53.

5.03 Number of Votes.


1. Representation Rights – Who May Vote Proxy.  Grand Master’s decision that a Worshipful Master may authorize a Brother to exercise proxy disapproved. Committee on Jurisprudence held that, while a Lodge is entitled to be represented at Grand Lodge by its three principal officers or their proxies, the right to assign one to cast such a proxy ballot is not transferable; the Worshipful Master cannot appoint one person to represent any officer except himself, and in the event of the demise of a Warden, the right to cast a ballot, normally an attribute of that office, does not attach to the Brother serving as a pro tempore Warden. Report of Committee on Jurisprudence adopted. 1976, pg 38, 55-56.

5.06 Time Limit.

1. Presentation of Resolution by Committee on Jurisprudence.  Resolutions to extend the time of submitting Resolutions as remedial legislation held to be an inherent right of the Committee on Jurisprudence. Report of Jurisprudence Committee adopted. 1964, pg 417, 502-503.
5.16 Speaker to Stand.


1. Right of Proxy to Speak.  One not a member of Grand Lodge but carrying the proxies of the Lodge has the privilege of speaking on the floor of Grand Lodge. Decision of the Grand Master approved. 1955, pg 33, 143.
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CHAPTER 6

6.01 Standard Work.


1. Affirmation in Lieu of Oath.  A candidate for the degree, being a Quaker, the Obligation at the Altar may be an affirmation in lieu of an oath. Committee on Jurisprudence dissenting from ruling of Grand Master. Report of Committee on Jurisprudence adopted. 1883, pg 343, 385.


2. Only Standard Work.  A Brother cannot accept any position of Master without consenting to give the obligation as directed by Grand Lodge. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1893, pg 354, 382, 383.

3. Tyler, Leaving Post.  The Tyler has no right, without permission of the Master, to leave his post to take part in the discussion in Lodge room. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1893, pg 335, 382, 383.

4. Changing Standard Work.  No change can be made in the Standard Work except by changing the constitution. Ruling Grand Master van Patten, recommended an amendment to constitution. 1905, pg 26. Committee on Jurisprudence against adoption of proposed amendment adopted. 1905, pg 70, 77, 1912; pg 17, 93.


5. Without Express Authority.  Grand Lodge over-ruled Jurisprudence Committee’s adverse report regarding a Resolution which expressly authorized a Lodge to use work of B.C. on a F.C. 1905, pg 70, 77; 1912, pg 17, 93.


6. Work in Foreign Jurisdiction.  Refused to grant dispensation for Lodges of this Jurisdiction to confer Master Mason Degree in Idaho. Decision Grand Master approved. 1924, pg 298, 404.


7. Foreign Work.  Denial by Grand Master of permission to allow offices of foreign Lodges to occupy stations in our Lodges and confer Degrees using other than our Standard Work. Decision Grand Master approved, 1929, pg 30, 92.

8. Degree Teams.
(A) Degree team not under direction of a constituted Lodge serves no good purpose and prostitutes our ritualistic ceremony, which is the property and prerogatives of constituted Lodges, to purposes of other organizations.

(B) Degree team composed of officers and members of a Lodge seeking engagements to fill stations and places in other Lodges serve some good purpose by the exchange of fraternal visits, unless desire for individual or collective notoriety is impelling motive. This latter type of team is to be condemned. Address of Grand Master approved. 1929, pg 20, 92.


9. Funeral Service.  Lodges must use the funeral service adopted by the Grand Lodge in June, 1930, and printed in the 8th edition of the Washington Monitor until such time as the Grand Lodge adopts a change or modification of that service. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1933, pg 18, 93.

10. Optional Funeral Service.  The Funeral Service compiled by W. Bro. J.W.A. Myers of the Masonic Service bureau of Seattle and submitted to the Grand Lodge authorized for use by the Lodges as an optional service. Recommendation of Grand Master and Committee on Jurisprudence adopted. 1935, pg 28, 133-135; approved 1948, pg 394, 516.
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11. Essential Secrets of Freemasonry.  There are signs, grips, words, and all modes of recognition, together with all other parts of ritual having direct bearing thereon. Decision Grand Master approved. 1936, pg 407, 460.


12. Addition to Ceremony.  Resolution adopted by Grand Lodge required that ciphers of the Standard Work not be identified by name as of this Grand Jurisdiction and pursuant to that the Grand Lecturer was directed to destroy those introductory pages in existing ciphers which bore the approval of the Grand Lodge of Washington. Thereafter, for several years, a paragraph was added to Installation ceremony at direction of the Grand Lecturer relating to whom the Lodge ciphers were entrusted. Report of Committee on Jurisprudence held that this constituted a change in the Standard Work and recommended the paragraph be discontinued. Report of Committee on Jurisprudence adopted. 1938, pg 477, 514.

13. Exemplification of Foreign Work.  Use of foreign work permissible if foreign Lodge does not meet as a Lodge in this Jurisdiction but officers merely exemplify foreign work. Report Jurisprudence Committee approved. 1939, pg 38, 169.

14. Change in the Standard Work. Charge.  Charge must be given, and may be read or recited from memory. Resolution introduced 1942, pg 557, Adopted by 2/3 vote 1943, pg 113-114.

15. Degrees by Foreign Lodge.  Permission by Grand Master at request of Grand Master of foreign Jurisdiction to Lodge of that foreign Jurisdiction to set up its Lodge in Washington and confer Degrees on its candidate only. Permission Grand Master approved. 1945, pg 51, 145.


16. Respecting Exchange of Visits Between British Columbia and Washington Lodges. Grand Master ruled:

(A)  A British Columbia Lodge cannot close a Washington Lodge on B.C. work. Our Grand Jurisdiction only recognizes our own standard procedure for opening and closing of our own Lodges.

(B)  A British Columbia Lodge cannot confer any part of our Degree work in their form on one of our candidates. The conferring of Degrees on our candidates must conform in all respects to our Standard work.
(C)  Whether a British Columbia Lodge can confer a Degree on one of their candidates in one of our Lodges must depend upon B.C. Law. It would be ineffective for any purpose so far as one of our candidates is concerned. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1945, pg 51, 145.


17. Standard Work and Exemplified Work.  A Degree Team of brothers from Foreign Jurisdiction cannot in one of our Lodges confer Degrees on one of our candidates according to the work or ritual of another Jurisdiction; but the work of another Jurisdiction may be “exemplified” for the purpose of show or instruction, but not for the conferring of an actual Degree on a real candidate. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1945, pg 51, 145.

18. Degrees in Foreign Jurisdiction.  Grand Master has no power to grant dispensation to a Lodge of this Grand Jurisdiction to confer Degree in a foreign Jurisdiction upon a candidate of a foreign Jurisdiction Lodge; our constituent Lodge has no power to so confer Degrees. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1945, pg 51, 145. (See No. 19 below for exceptions.)
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19. Exemplification of Work in Foreign Jurisdiction.  It is permissible for one of our Lodges to exemplify Washington work in a foreign Jurisdiction provided there is no obligation from the foreign Grand Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1950, gp 416, 568; 1951 pg 37, 145.


20. Conferring Work in Foreign Jurisdiction.  Permission granted to Washington Lodge to confer Washington work in B.C. Lodge upon a B.C. candidate if permitted by laws of B.C. Permission Grand Master approved. 1951, pg 37, 145.


21. Omission of Prayers. There can be no deviation from ritual by omitting the opening and closing prayers. Decision of Grand Master approved. 1953, pg 47, 91.


22. Wearing of Hat.  The Master removes his hat when another is presiding in the East and the one actually presiding should wear the hat. Decision Grand Master approved. 1953, pg 48, 94.

23. Admission to Meeting.  A member who, because of long absence, is unknown to any person in his Lodge cannot be vouched for by the Secretary but must stand examination or produce satisfactory evidence that he is a member of the Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1953, pg 48, 91.

24. Foreign Work.  Permission refused to allow Degree team from Idaho Lodge to confer Degree work in Washington according to Idaho work. Decision Grand Master approved. 1954, pg 380, 428.

25. Exemplification of the Work is Not Conferral.  Permission to exemplify a Degree is not permission to confer a Degree. Report of Jurisprudence Committee adopted. 1955, pg 192.


26. Free from Restraint.  Direction that the Lodge be free from restraint until the sound of the gavel in the East is used at a time when the Master desires to give a break in ordinary routine of the Lodge; Lodge is still at labor, Master is presiding, necessary salutations and alarms are given, but the brethren are free from ordinary restraints which prevail when ceremonies are in progress or business is before the Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 431, 534.


27. Conferring Work in Foreign Jurisdiction.  Unnecessary to obtain permission of Grand Master for members of a Washington Lodge to accept invitation to use our ritual in conferring work in Oregon Lodge upon an Oregon candidate; such is exclusively within jurisdiction of Grand Lodge of Oregon. Decision Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 433, 534.


28. Foreign Work by Degree Team.  B.C. Degree team conferring B.C. work in Washington upon a B.C. candidate must come here under sponsorship of a B.C. Lodge and with the permission of Grand Master of B.C. Permission Grand Master approved. 1958, pg 434, 515.

29. Visitation to Unrecognized Lodge.  It is illegal to visit or converse Masonically with a Lodge of a Jurisdiction not recognized by Washington. Decision Grand Master approved. 1958, pg 438, 515.


30. Symbolic Degrees.  The Symbolic Degrees of Free and Accepted Masons are the sovereign property of the Constituted Lodges and under the direction of the Worshipful Master. Decision Grand Master approved. 1969, pg 38-39, 45-46.
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31. Degree Teams.  “Degree Teams,” working directly or indirectly under the name or auspices of so-called Appendant or concordant organizations or clubs, having as their primary purpose, expressed or implied, and using this means to increase the membership of their respective organizations, are to cease, desist and disband. Decision Grand Master approved. 1969, pg 38-39, 45-46.


32. Degree Teams.  Refused permission for Shrine Ritual Section of Afifi Temple to confer Second Section of Third degree. Decision Grand Master approved. 1970, pg 45, 69.


33. Degree Teams.  Refused request from Scottish Rite to establish Degree team outside the auspices of a symbolic Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1971, pg 41.

34. Past Masters Degree.  The ceremony of the Past Masters Degree is not a part of or recognized by the Grand Lodge of Washington. Decision Grand Master approved. 1976, pg 45, 54.


35. Use of Monitor and Ciphers.  At a point in time when the Worshipful Master raps the gavel for the officers to repair to their Stations and Places, the ciphers, or part thereof, shall be prohibited from use in the Lodge while at Labor during a Stated or Special Communication. The lectures shall be committed to memory. The Washington Monitor can be used for prompting purposes only and then by only one person. Decision Grand Master approved. 1985, pg 38, 53.

36. Monitorial Work in Public.  Granted permission to a Lodge to conduct the Monitorial Flag Ceremony at a meeting of the Chamber of Commerce. Decision Grand Master approved. 1990, pg 26, 39.

37. Visitors Participating in Work.  Ruled that permitting participation in the activities of the Lodge by a visitor is the prerogative of the presiding Master. All work must conform to the Standard Work as prescribed in Sec. 6.01 Constitution. Decision Grand Master approved. 1991, pg 32, 41.

38. Improper to Perform Standard Work in the Presence of Non-Masons.  Ruled as improper the closing of a Special Communication of Grand Lodge with non-,members present and certain portions of the Standard Work deleted, including giving the signs. All Lodges conduct their ritual precisely in accordance with our Standard Work and that implies without deletion of the signs or any other portion of the ritual. If anything falls within the admonition that we adhere to “Immemorial usage” it is when the Lodge is at Labor, and it must be to close, and the ritual as expressed in the ciphers is employed that only Masons be in attendance. Report of Jurisprudence Committee approved. 1991, pg 40.
6.02 Certificate of Proficiency.

1. To Foreign Mason.  The Custodian can issue certificate of proficiency to members of a foreign Jurisdiction. Decision Grand Master approved. 1928, pg 386, 444.

2. Extent of Examination.  Examination shall include opening and closing in all Degrees, transfer of labor from one Degree to another, the preparation, introduction, reception, initiation, passing, raising, and all lectures in each Degree. Report Grand Master approved. 1939, pg 36, 168.
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CHAPTER 7
7.03 Revenue for the General Fund

1. Remission U.D. Lodges  Recommended that the dues and per capita tax of Lodges U.D. be not remitted owing to the bad precedent such procedure would establish. Finance Committee Report adopted. 1891, pg 371.

2. Definition “Indigent,” Remitted.  The word “indigent” applies only to such brethren as are supported and cared for by the Lodge on account of inability to help them-selves and does not apply to brethren who have been granted further time to pay arrearages of dues. The word “remitted” does not apply to brethren who have been granted further time for payment of dues, but to brethren whose dues have been remitted on account of indigence and who are never expected to pay the same. Decision concurred in. 1895, pg 157, 203.

3. Names Illegally Dropped from Roll.  Lodges reporting members dropped from roll subsequent to the time provided by By-Laws of the Grand Lodge shall “be held for Grand Lodge dues on such members until it be shown that such members were delinquent in the sum required upon the date provided” by such By-Laws. Resolution adopted. 1897, pg 200, 201.

4. No Fraction of Year Considered.  Grand Lodge dues for fiscal year payable in full, no reduction to be made because report covers only eight months of Lodge work. Decision Grand Master approved. 1902, pg 22, 52.

5. Grand Lodge Dues Not to be Charged Twice in One Year.  Lodges (U.D.) having paid Grand Lodge dues in June for work done while under dispensation should not be required to pay on the same members in making annual returns the December following. Decision Grand Master approved. 1904, pg 16, 42, 53.

6. Indigent Members.  Lodge exempt from Grand Lodge dues only on indigent members whose dues have been remitted because of inability to pay. Decision Grand Master approved. 1933, pg 19, 93.

7. Permissible Charges.  No item of expense after applicant becomes a guest of the Masonic Retirement center can be charged against the Lodge. Report Jurisprudence Committee approved. 1939, pg 36, 169.

8. Honorary Members.  A Lodge need not pay Grand Lodge dues on an honorary member unless he is also an active member of that Lodge. Decision of Grand Master approved. 1953, pg 48, 91.


9. Adjustments in Grand Lodge and M.R.C. Dues.  Held that the statute of limitations could not be considered in allowing credits or making extra charges in correcting errors in Annual Returns. Decision of Grand Master approved. 1964, pg 368, 592-593.

7.04 Revenue for the Charity Fund.


1. Degree Out of Time on Foreign Courtesy Candidate – No Dispensation Fee.  Provision for a dispensation fee is not applicable for dispensation to confer Degree out of time as courtesy on a candidate of another Grand Jurisdiction. Decision of Grand Master approved. 1943, pg 46, 81.
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2. Dispensation Fees.  Fee for dispensation to confer Degree out of time on candidate in Armed Forces is payable by the Lodge. Ruling of Grand Master approved. 1943, pg 46, 81.


3. Dispensation, Waiver of Fee.  Grand Master is without authority to waive fee for dispensation to hold special election for the Master, as power to waive rests in Grand Lodge only. Permission of Grand Master reversed. 1945, pg 33, 144.


4. Degrees Out of Time by Foreign Lodge.  Lodge in foreign jurisdiction may confer Degrees by courtesy out-of-time on Washington candidate without dispensation from grand Master. Ruling of Grand Master approved. 1945, pg 46, 144.


5. Dispensation, Return of Fees.  Where Lodge requested and received dispensation for conferring two Degrees out-of-time but Degrees were never conferred, Grand Master authorized return of fees to Lodge as act of courtesy but not as a matter of right, as receiving dispensation constituted consideration for fees. Ruling of Grand Master approved. 1945, pg 56, 145.

6. Dispensation, Fees.  Wherever a Lodge confers Degrees without first obtaining dispensation from Grand Master under this section, Grand Master may heal the irregularities but dispensation fee must be paid by Lodge in each instance. Ruling of Grand Master approved. 1945, pg 58, 148.
7.11 Masonic Home Endowment Fund.


1. Expenses of Sale of Property.  The expenses incurred in connection with the sale of property received for the benefit of Masonic Home Endowment Fund shall be paid out of the proceeds received there from. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1943, pg 28, 79.
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CHAPTER 8
8.01 Standing Committees.


1. Removing Committeemen. The Grand Master has authority to remove a member of Standing Committee of Grand Lodge. Committee Report approved. 1926, pg 399, 400.
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CHAPTER 9
9.01 Communications.

1. In Absence of Officers, Grand Lodge, How Opened.  The Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, and Junior Grand Warden being absent, the Senior Grand Warden called Grand Lodge to order and at his request a Past Grand Master assumed the duties of the Grand East. 1879, pg 417.


2. Lay Cornerstone for Fraternity House.  Invitation declined to lay cornerstone for Acacia Fraternity House at Washington State University, as such does not come within the category acceptable as Grand Lodge function. Decision of Grand Master approved. 1964, pg 368, 592-593.

3. Attendance at Grand Lodge.  Ruled that the Grand Lodge is not a symbolic or constituent Lodge, Grand Lodge is a unique entity, a Communication. It is, therefore, not subject to the same rules. As it applies to attendance at Grand Lodge, any regular Mason can attend Grand Lodge, subject only to the Grand Master. This Grand Lodge recognized Prince Hall Masons of Washington as regular and they are, therefore, entitled to visit and sit in Grand Lodge as any other regular Mason. Decision of Grand Master approved. 1991, pg 32, 41.
9.05 Continuing Proceedings.


1. Right of Proxy to Speak.  One not a member of Grand Lodge, but carrying the proxies of the Lodge, has the privilege of speaking on the floor of Grand Lodge. Decision of Grand Master approved. 1955, pg 33, 143.
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CHAPTER 10

There have been no Rulings or Decisions pertaining to Chapter 10
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CHAPTER 11

11.03 Referrals.


1. Diverting Grand Lodge Funds.  The Funds (of Grand Lodge) contributed by the brethren within this Jurisdiction cannot be rightfully appropriated to the erection of Masonic Temples in other Jurisdictions. Finance Committee Report adopted. 1881, pg 41.


2. Aid to Georgia Warm Springs Foundation.  The Grand Lodge could not officially take part in this endowment. Ruling of Grand Master approved. 1934, pg 366, 471.
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CHAPTER 12
12.01 Use of Masonic Name and Emblem.

1. “Masonic” Life Insurance.  Soliciting life insurance from members for Masonic Insurance Association on the statement that it is Masonic and has the approval of this Grand Lodge is a violation of Sec. 12.01. Decision Grand Master approved. 1923, pg 33, 138.


2. Masonic Dances.  Use of the word “Masonic” in connection with dances not under auspices of Lodge is a violation of Sec. 12.01. Decision Grand Master approved. 1933, pg 19, 93.

3. Approval of Publication by Grand Master Not Official Recognition.  Approval of a publication by Grand Master does not constitute official recognition by Grand Lodge. Permission of Grand Master modified. 1951, pg 37-38, 145-146.


4. Dedication of Masonic Section of Privately Owned Cemetery.  There can be no Masonic dedication of a portion of a privately owned cemetery, neither the Grand Lodge nor any constituent Lodge owning any part thereof. Refusal of permission by Grand Master approved. 1954, 380, 428. Reaffirmed. 1956, pg 424, 534.


5. Display of Emblem.  It is consensus of Grand Lodge that wearing or displaying of an emblem consisting of a cane and two balls is vulgar, lacking in good taste and not consistent with Masonic propriety. Resolution adopted. 1958, pg 477, 534.


6. Advertising.  It is improper for a Lodge to use a flag upon a staff of which engraved the name of the firm desiring to present such flag to the Grand Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1961, pg 29, 98.


7. Use of Masonic Emblem.  Granted permission to use the Masonic emblem on appointment books so long as no commercial advertisement was used on the books or in connection with the sale of said books. This was contingent upon the proceeds of sale of the books being used for temple maintenance and/or accessories. Decision Grand Master approved. Reaffirmed 1968, pg 42, 48, 1969, pg 39, 49.

8. Listing of Masonic Affiliations.  Ruled that a candidate for political office may publicly list his Masonic affiliations. Decision Grand Master approved. 1970, pg 50, 72-73.

9. Use of the Word Masonic.  Permission granted King County Masonic Library Association, Incorporated, to use the word “Masonic” in their title. Decision Grand Master approved. 1970, pg 54, 76.


10. Use of the Word Masonic.  Permission to use the word “Masonic” in employment service. Decision Grand Master disapproved. 1972, pg 36, 53.


11. Use of Masonic Emblem.  Permission granted to use Square and Compasses on a Masonic publication. Decision Grand Master approved. 1972, pg 36, 47.

12. Display of Emblem.  Letter requesting permission to fly pennant with the emblem on flag pole; to display Masonic emblem in floral shop, and on pleasure boats. Permission of Grand Master disapproved. 1972, pg 36, 51.

13. Use of Masonic Name and Emblem.  Refused permission to use Square and Compasses and the words “Masonic” or “Masonry” in or on a publication with no restrictions on advertising. Decision Grand Master approved. 1973, pg 39, 48.
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14. Use of Masonic Name and Emblem.  Refused permission to use Square and Compasses or the words “Mason” or “Masonic” in the title of a Scottish Rite Bulletin. Decision Grand Master approved. 1973, pg 39, 48.


15. Use of Word Masonic.  Refused permission to use words “Masonic” or words “For Masons Only” or “For Masons and their families only” to promote a variety show. Decision Grand Master approved. 1973, pg 39,48.


16. Use of Word Masonic.  Refused permission to use word “Masonic” in relation to name of a service club. Decision Grand Master approved. 1981, pg, 26,38.


17. Permission to Place Sign.  Granted permission to place a sign with the name of the Lodge on a perimeter fence of a new youth baseball field provided there is no advertising in connection with the Masonic sign. Decision Grand Master approved. 1989, pg 37, 51-52.

18. Use of the Word Masonic.  Granted permission to Masonic Hall Association to use the word “Masonic” in a shirt logo for parks and recreation softball team which is sponsored by association. Decision Grand Master approved. 1989, pg 39, 51-52.

19. Use of Masonic Emblem.  Granted permission to Lodge to place the Masonic Square and Compasses on a D.A.R.E. pamphlet in the fight against drug and alcohol abuse at the grade school level. Decision Grand Master approved. 1989, pg 39, 51-52.

20. Use of the Word Masonic.  Granted permission for use of the word Masonic in the name of the bus service operated solely for the Masonic family with the stipulation that periodic reports be made to the Grand Master to monitor its operations. Decision Grand Master approved. 1989, pg 40, 51-52.


21. Use of Lodge Name and Number.  Granted permission to Lodge to use the Lodge name and number in advertising their salmon barbecue.  Decision Grand Master approved. 1990, pg 25, 39.

22. Use of Masonic Emblem  and Word.  Granted permission to use the word Masonic and the Square and Compasses in connection with a Fun Run which raises money for cancer research. Decision Grand Master approved. 1990, pg 25, 39.

23.Use of Masonic Emblem and Word.  Granted permission to display the Lodge name, the word Masonic, and the Square and Compasses in conjunction with fundraising booth at fair. Decision of Grand Master approved. 1990, pg 25, 39.

24. Use of Masonic Emblem.  Granted permission to use Masonic logo on bumper stickers promoting anti-drug theme. Decision Grand Master approved. 1990, pg 25, 39.

25. Use of Masonic Emblem  Granted permission to use the Square and Compasses on bumper stickers promoting Masonic pride and Americanism. Decision Grand Master approved. 1990, pg 25, 39.
26. Use of Lodge Name but Not Masonic Emblem.  Granted permission to sponsor a Little League Baseball team and to place a sign at the play field with the Lodge name but not the Square and Compasses. Decision Grand Master approved. 1990, pg 26, 39.

27. Use of Masonic Emblem and Word.  Granted permission to use the Masonic emblem and word Masonic in connection with the proposed Bill Paul Horn Memorial Masonic Medal. Permission granted subject to provision that periodic reports be submitted to the Grand Master to monitor operations. Decision Grand Master approved. 1990, pg 26, 39.
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28. Use of Masonic Emblem.  Granted permission to use the Masonic emblem on polo shirts which would be for sale as a fund raiser for the Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1990, pg 26, 39.

29. Use of Word Masonic.  Refused permission to a travel agency to use the words Mason or Masonic in promoting tour through the agency. Decision Grand Master approved. 1990, pg 26, 39.


30. Use of Masonic Word.  Granted permission to a Lodge to advertise the Masonic Memorial Park on city busses. The Masonic logo would not be used. Decision Grand Master approved. 1991,pg 28, 42.

31. Use of Masonic Word.  Granted permission to a Lodge to use the word Masonic in connection with the Lodge’s participation in a highway project. Decision Grand Master approved. 1991, pg 28, 42.


32. Use of Masonic Emblem.  Denied permission to Candy Kitchen to use Masonic logo in production of chocolate confection to be sold commercially unless the candy was offered exclusively to members of the Lodges. Decision of Grand Master approved. 1991, pg 31, 43.


33. Use of Masonic Word.  Denied permission for the use of the words “Masonic Youth” as the coffee shop project was sponsored by an Amaranth Court. Decision Grand Master approved. 1991, pg 31, 43.


34. Use of Masonic Word.  Granted permission to Royal Arch Masons of Washington Children’s Heart Foundation to use the words “Mason(s)” or “Masonic” in connection with its activities. Decision Grand Master approved. 1991, pg 29, 43.


35. Use of Masonic Emblem.  Granted permission to Lodge to sponsor Little League Baseball team and to use Masonic emblem on uniforms. Decision Grand Master approved. 1992, pg 29, 40.

36. Use of Masonic Emblem and Word “Lodge”.  Denied permission to a Master Mason to use the Masonic emblem and the term Lodge, however spelled (Loge, Lodgia, Logia), or a number combined with the term Lodge for a self-styled Masonic study group. Decision Grand Master approved. 1993, pg 31, 40.

12.02 Business or Begging Letters.

1. For Charitable Organizations.  Grand Master denied permission to a woman to circularize the Lodges to secure funds for some charitable organizations. Decision Grand Master approved. 1931, pg 24, 135.


2. Masonic Service Bureau.  Permission granted to circularize Lodge in King County to Masonic Service Bureau of Seattle. Decision Grand Master approved. 1931, pg 24, 133.

3. Century of Progress Exposition.  Permission granted District Deputy of the Grand Master of Grand Lodge of Illinois, representing Visitor’s Tourist Service, Inc., to distribute literature concerning a matter which has the express approval of the Grand Lodge of Illinois. Decision Grand Master approved. 1933, pg 17, 94.
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4. George Washington University.  One of the allied bodies of Masonry having given the University a million dollars to help endow a School of Government, the Grand Master granted the University permission to announce to our constituent Lodges by circular letter the program of the school. Decision Grand Master approved. 1934, pg 368, 471.

5. Raising Funds Through Dance.  It is proper for Master of a Lodge to circularize members calling attention to Masonic benefit dance for relief purposes. Decision Grand Master approved. 1939, pg 38, 168.


6. Seattle World’s Fair.  Permission granted to officers of King County Lodges to solicit funds from Constituent Lodges to establish a Masonic Hospitality Lounge at the Seattle World’s Fair. Decision Grand Master approved. 1962, pg 328, 340, 487, 489.


7. Raising Funds Through Dance.  Improper for Lodge to send dance tickets to members of other Lodges soliciting funds for a new temple. Decision Grand Master approved. 1962, pg 341, 489.

8. Soliciting Funds.  Granted permission to solicit financial support for School Awards Program from members of Lodges within a District. Decision Grand Master approved. 1970. pg 56.

9. Soliciting Funds.  Granted permission for a Lodge to solicit their members for funds to complete their temple. Decision Grand Master approved. 1970. pg 56.

10. Soliciting Funds.  The Grand Master ruled that a letter asking for contributions for Youth Recognition Night of District 31 is not classed a begging letter under Sec. 12.02 W.M.C. Decision of Grand Master disapproved. 1977, as Sec. 12.02 specifically provides any letter seeking funds from any Lodge or Mason must first receive approval of the Grand Lodge or Grand Master and such approval shall appear on the face of such letter. Report of Jurisprudence Committee adopted. 1977, pg 23, 34.

11. Fund Raising.  Granted permission to Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Washington to sell William H. Upton Commemorative Buttons to our Lodges using their letterhead with a mast saying “Land Acquisition Committee.” Decision Grand Master approved. 1991, pg 32, 41.
12. Advertisement for Political Candidate.  Ruled that a Lodge erred in distributing with Lodge Trestleboard an advertisement and a request for contributions for a judicial (non-partisan) candidate. Decision Grand Master approved. 1993, pg 25, 40.

12.04 Lotteries.


1. Lodges Not to Sponsor Gambling.  Refused permission for Lodge to sponsor directly or indirectly through a group a casino Night and/or pull-tabs. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1979, pg 27.

12.05 Incorporation of Lodges.


1. No Exception by Dispensation. Grand Master cannot authorize a Lodge to incorporate. Decision Grand Master approved. 1899, pg 338. 368.
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2. Restrictions in Incorporating.  Petition of a Lodge for leave to incorporate, with restrictions as to reversion of property to Grand Lodge upon dissolution. Granted. 1915, pg 312, 340.

3. Dispensations – Incorporating Lodges.  Refusal to grant permission to a Lodge to incorporate without the consent of Grand Lodge approved. 1922, pg 479, 531.

4. By-Law.  The Grand Master declined to approve a By-Law providing for organization of a corporation to hold title to the Lodge property as contrary to W.M.C. Sec. 21.05 and Sec. 12.06, approved. 1924, pg 300.

5. Incorporation of a Lodge.  Grand Master has no power to permit a Lodge to incorporate; such permission can be granted by the Grand Lodge itself. Decision Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 392, 532.


6. Lodges Incorporated by Special Acts of Territorial Legislature.

(A) On Oregon List (A.F.&A.M.):

Olympia Lodge, No. 5

1854


Steilacoom Lodge, No. 8

1857, Dec. 21, 1859

(B)
On Washington List (F.&A.M.):



Olympia Lodge, No. 1

Dec. 21, 1859


Steilacoom Lodge, No. 2

Jan. 24, 1863



Washington Lodge, No. 4

Jan. 11, 1865



Franklin Lodge, No. 5


Jan. 24, 1861



Port Townsend Lodge, No. 6

Dec. 15, 1859



Walla Walla Lodge, No. 7

Jan. 30, 1864



Kane Lodge, No. 8


Jan 16, 1865



St. John’s Lodge, No. 9

Jan. 21, 1865



Mount Moriah Lodge, No. 11

Jan. 21, 1865

See: Act of February 25, 1891, Session Laws of the State of Washington, page 73, applicable all of the above Lodges authorizing the holding of property without limit as to extent or amount.
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CHAPTER 13
13.01 Authority to Hold Lodge.


1. Destruction of Charter.  Where Charter is destroyed, as by fire, or has disappeared, Lodge loses no rights or privileges and it may continue to meet, perform its usual functions , and do work under dispensation from the Grand Master pending issuance of duplicate charter which may be ordered by Grand Master. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1881, pg 11, 36; 1889, pg 11, 37; 1894, pg 13; 1905, pg25-26; 1907, pg 231, 284; 1909, pg 15, 26, 73; 1915, pg 279, 311.
2. Framing Charter.  Custom is against framing Charter and suspending it in Lodge room. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1895, pg 156, 203.


3. Defective Charter.  When Charter recited wrong name for Junior Warden, the Junior warden-elect installed and a new corrected Charter thereafter issued; work under defective Charter ruled legal. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1904, pg 8, 57.

4. Invasion by Foreign Lodge.  Not permissible for a foreign Lodge to confer the degrees in a Lodge in this Jurisdiction. Decision Grand Master approved. 1907, pg 227, 305. (See also W.M.C. Sec. 6.01.)


5. Conferring Degrees by Masonic Club.  Masonic Club cannot confer Degrees. No group of Masons may open a meeting on any Degree of Masonry, except Lodges regularly constituted or under dispensation. Decision Grand Master Approved. 1948, pg 393, 516.

6. Display of Copy of Charter.  It is permissible to frame and display a photo static copy of the Charter in the Lodge hall at times when custom permits. Decision Grand Master approved. 1951, pg 43, 147. (See W.M.C. Rulings and Decisions Sec. 13.01 Ruling No. 2, above. Note: a framed photo static copy does not dispense with the necessity of presence of Charter itself at all Communications.)

13.02 Lodge Membership.

1. Equality of Membership.  No member of a Lodge can object to presence in the Lodge room of another member of that Lodge. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1893, pg 355, 382, 383.
13.03 Sunday Labor.


1. Calling Off Saturday Night.  A Lodge calling off on Saturday night cannot resume labor and confer Degree on following day. Decision Grand Master approved. 1880, pg 575, 618, 621.

2. Installation – Fixed Day of the Month.  A By-Law providing Lodge should meet on Dec. 27th each year for installation disapproved, as day must sometime fall on Sunday. 1907 pg 228, 284
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3. Installation. There can be no installation of Officers on Sunday. Decision Grand Master approved. 1915, pg 278, 339.

4. Installation and Reception.  Grand Master permitted Lodge to meet on Sunday to receive Grand Master and install DDGM. Action of Grand Master disapproved. 1937, pg 25, 86.


5. Initiation.  A Lodge cannot meet on Sunday to initiate a candidate. Decision Grand Master approved. 1943, pg 30, 79.
13.04 Proper Time For Business.


1. Quorum for Lodge of Master Masons.  While by our Constitution it requires 7 members to constitute a Lodge, 3 members are a quorum in the Third degree, 5 in the Second Degree and 7 in the First Degree, for the dispatch of business. Decision Grand Master to contrary disapproved. 1895, pg 155, 203-204.
13.06 Change of Meeting Place, Regular Meetings.


1. Removal of Lodge.  Dispensation denied Lodge to take charter and jewels to town of another Lodge site and there hold meetings in Lodge room of such Lodge without latter’s consent. Approved. 1896, pg 17, 70.

2. Lodge Not to Travel.  A Lodge cannot, unless specially authorized by some clause in its charter, upon paying a friendly visit to another Lodge, open in the Lodge room of such other Lodge and there confer Degree upon its own candidates. Decision Grand Master approved. 1899, pg 339, 368.


3. Public Installation in Opera House.  Dispensation  granted Lodge to hold public installation in local opera house. Approved. 1905, pg 20, 73. (See W.M.C. Sec. 13.06 2B.)


4. Unsafe Place.  Refused permission to a Lodge to change its place of meeting to a hall when doors contained wickets or peep holes. Approved. 1918, pg, 200, 248.

5. Meeting in a Cave. Refused to grant dispensation to a Lodge to meet with other Lodges in a cave and confer the third degree. Decision Grand Master Approved. 1922, pg 478, 531. Reaffirmed, Approved 1924, pg 298, 404.

6. Working in Foreign Jurisdiction.  Refused to grant dispensation to a Lodge of this Jurisdiction to confer Master Mason Degree in Idaho. Approved. 1924, pg298, 404. (See W.M.C. Sec. 6.01.)

7. Occasional Change of Meeting Place.  Refused to grant dispensation for a Lodge at Mabton to hold meetings “once in a while” at Bickleton, where sixteen (out of fifty-eight) of their members lived, distance between the two places being twenty-eight miles. Approved. 1928, pg 391, 444.
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8. Change of Meeting Place. Refused to grant dispensation to open Des Moines Lodge (nearer Masonic Home) at Masonic Home at Des Moines in order that Delta Lodge could confer Third degree on one of its own candidates employed at the Home. Approved. 1928, pg 390, 444.

9. Change of Meeting Place. Dispensations and permissions for Lodges to meet to receive Grand Master and also in emergency in halls and places other than regular meeting place. Approved. 1937, pg 27, 86; 1938, pg 424, 505. Reaffirmed approved 1942, pg 486, 520.

10. Lodge Cannot Open in Two Locations at One Time.  Lodge cannot open itself in two different halls simultaneously and then confer parts of a Degree on two different candidates, bringing them together into one place to complete the work. Such practice would be a departure from established precedents and open the door for serious violations of the code and ancient Landmarks. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1945, pg 58, 142.

11. Meeting Place.  Permission granted by Deputy Grand Master (in absence of Grand Master) to Longview Lodge to hold their meeting at the hall of Kelso Lodge due to cracking walls of Lodge hall. Permission Deputy Grand Master approved. 1945, pg 45, 171.

12. Meeting Place.  Blanket permission refused to permit a Lodge to meet in any one of certain school buildings to meet any emergency which might arise. Decision Grand Master approved. 1949, pg 47, 172.


13. Meeting Place.  A dispensation to confer the Master Mason Degree on a candidate in his home is a violation of the fundamental principles touching the conferring of Degrees, deviates from the Landmarks of Masonry, violates positive Code provision. (See W.M.C. Sec. 13.06,) Action of Grand Master in issuing dispensation disapproved. 1952, pg 478, 579; Reaffirmed Decision Grand Master approved. 1962, pg 329, 487.


14. Fiftieth Anniversary Not an Emergency.  Fiftieth anniversary of a Lodge is not such an emergency preventing it from meeting in its regular place of meeting as will justify Grand Master in permitting it to meet elsewhere. Permission granted by Grand Master disapproved. 1955, pg 27, 141. (1959 amendment of W.M.C. Sec. 13.06 allows Grand Master discretion in granting such permission.)

15. Funeral Service in Foreign Jurisdiction.  It is proper for a Lodge to open in this Jurisdiction and then, with the permission of the Grand Master of a foreign Jurisdiction, to travel to that foreign Jurisdiction there to conduct a funeral service for one of its members. Decision Grand Master approved. 1962, pg 29, 98.


16. Hold Meetings in Open-Air Places.  Permission refused two Lodges to meet in open air places and confer Third Degree. Decision Grand Master approved. 1964, pg 363, 592-593. (W.M.C. Sec. 13.06 2B, amended 1972, allows Grand Master discretion to grant dispensations for such meetings.)

17. Meeting Place.  Refused permission for a Lodge to continue to meet in a temporary meeting place. Decision Grand Master approved. 1970, pg 45, 69-70.

18. Meeting Place.  Refused permission for a Lodge to hold a Stated Communication at a restaurant. Decision Grand Master approved. 1990, pg 26, 38.
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19. Meeting Place.  Refused permission for a Lodge to move its Charter to another Lodge to confer Degree upon a candidate as a Charter already existed for a Masonic Lodge to do Masonic work. Decision Grand Master approved. 1990, pg 27, 38.

20. Indefinite, Temporary Meeting Place. Refused permission for a Lodge to meet on a temporary (trial) period in another Masonic hall, the Lodge having sold its building and forced to vacate. Decision Grand Master approved. 1993, pg 31, 40.

13.07 Public Appearance as Masons.

1. Burial of Dead.  Master Masons appear in public clothed as such only for the burial of the dead. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1895, pg 156, 203.


2. Appearing With Other Orders.  Refused to grant dispensation to a Lodge to appear as such in a demonstration with other Orders, and participate in the proceedings. Approved. 1922, pg 30, 92.


3. Divine Services.  Masons in Masonic clothing cannot participate in dedication of communion table, even though granted permission so to attend divine service. Decision Grand Master approved. 1941, pg 52, 103.


4. Masonic Offense.  Charge of un-Masonic conduct that the accused wore Masonic apron in public for the conduct of a purported Masonic funeral, but for which the Lodge was not opened, constituted Masonic offense. Decision Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 421, 534. Decision Grand Master approved Reaffirmed 1965, pg 48, 126, 127; 1970, pg 51, 74.


5. Wearing Masonic Clothing.  Permission denied Lodge to wear Masonic clothing when they had no part in funeral service. Decision Grand Master approved. 1964, pg 367, 592-593.

6. Attendance Clothed as Masons.  Granted permission for members of Lodges in District 31 to be clothed as Masons while attending Wreath Laying Ceremony sponsored by the daughters of the American Revolution. Decision Grand Master approved. 1981, pg 26, 38.


7. Attendance Clothed as Masons.  Granted permission for members of a Lodge to participate, clothed as Masons, in public non-Masonic dedication of an elementary school. Decision Grand Master approved. 1990, pg 24, 38.


8. Wearing Masonic Clothing.  Refused permission for members to wear Masonic aprons during conduct of a Fair Booth. Decision Grand Master approved. 1990, pg 26, 38.


9. Wearing Masonic Clothing.  Refused permission for members of a Lodge to appear clothed as Masons while conducting the Flag Ceremony for local Chamber of Commerce. Decision Grand Master approved. 1990 pg 27, 38.

10. Wearing Masonic Clothing.  Denied permission for a Lodge to attend a commerce show clothed as Masons. Decision Grand Master approved. 1991, pg 31, 43.
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11. Wearing Masonic Clothing.  Granted permission to a Brother to simulate an actual Masonic Lodge during a Mozart Festival which included performance of part of the opera “The Magic Flute.” Decision Grand Master approved. 1991, pg 29, 43.


12. Wearing Masonic Clothing.  Granted permission to Lodge to attend 50th Anniversary of boy scout Troop clothed as Masons. Decision Grand Master approved. 1992, pg 29, 40.

13.09 Admitting Visitors.


1. Dimit Essential Value. Dimit is only evidence of a cessation of membership in Lodge issuing it and Brother is no longer obligated to pay dues to that particular Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1863, pg 263, 309.


2. Examination Essential.  A dimit alone is not evidence of identity of its holder or of his Masonic status; there must be an examination. Decision Grand Master sustained. 1867, pg 59, 118.

3. Visitation of Member of Unrecognized Grand Lodge.  An application for visitation was presented to Grand Lodge by a member of a Lodge chartered by the First African Grand Lodge of U.S. of Pennsylvania and was denied as our Grand Lodge recognized but one grand Lodge in Pennsylvania, to which the applicant id not claim to owe allegiance. 1872, pg 17, 


4. Visiting Mason.  A visiting Mason, a member of a regular Lodge in Nova Scotia, is entitled to full recognition and consideration – the color line is nowhere drawn in this Jurisdiction. Decision Grand Master Concurred in. 1898, pg 13, 138.

5. Evidential Value of Seal of Lodge.  A seal of a Lodge is sufficient proof of the Masonic character of such body. Opinion Grand Master approved. 1899, pg 13, 44.


6. Committee of Two. Visitors must be examined by a committee of two. Decision Grand Master approved. 1923, pg 31, 38.


7. Lodges of Instruction.

(A) Brother who has sat with one claiming to be a Mason is a “Lodge of Instruction” from a foreign Jurisdiction may not vouch for such a person in a regular Lodge and latter must stand examination by a committee and the examination under W.M.C. Sec. 13.13 for the purpose of Masonic conversation only and not for personal avouchment.

(B) In Masonic clubs such as “Lodges of Instruction” a document of a foreign Jurisdiction, even though it states on its face that examination is not required, is not recognized in this Jurisdiction and the proof of Masonic membership should satisfy W.M.C. Sec. 13.13 and “not fall much short” of the requirements in this chapter. Grand Master warned of the importance of this problem where Masonic clubs are being formed for proficiency purposes and advised that the clubs should be as careful as any Lodges, as they will be doing those things which should be done only under the protection of adequate tiling and proper examination. 

Ruling of Grand Master approved. 1945, pg 50, 145.
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8. Visitor from Unrecognized Jurisdiction.  One claiming membership in a Lodge of an unrecognized Grand Jurisdiction cannot visit a Washington Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1958, pg 436, 515.

9. Visitors at Grand Lodge Not subject to Same Rules.  Ruled that the Grand Lodge is not a symbolic or constituent Lodge. Grand Lodge is a unique entity, a Communication. It is, therefore, not subject to the same rules. As it applies to attendance at Grand Lodge, any regular Mason may attend Grand Lodge, subject only to the Grand Master. Decision Grand Master approved. 1991, pg 32, 41.

13.10 Objection to Visitor.


1. Disregarding Objection. Master did wrong in disregarding objection of a member to visitation. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1885, pg 224, 256.
2. Unanimous Consent.  An unaffiliated Mason with a valid dimit, has not the right but only the privilege of visitation, which can be exercised by the unanimous consent of members of the Lodge then present. Decision Grand Master approved. 1887, pg 24, 26.


3. Single Objection Bars Visitors.  The objection of a single member of the Lodge bars a visiting brother. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1893, pg 355, 382, 383.

4. Objection to Advancement. Effect of. An E.A. of a foreign Jurisdiction recognized by this Grand Lodge has the same rights which pertain to an E.A. receiving his Degree in this state; objection to his advancement in a Lodge in this Jurisdiction does not impair has status as an E.A. with right of visitation in an E.A. Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1905, pg 24, 73.

5. No Appeal From Objection.  This chapter makes it clear that visitors in a Lodge are received only subject to the right of any member of the Lodge to object to their visit without assigning any reason for such objection, and visitors so objected to have no appeal from the decision of the Lodge. Committee Report adopted. 1916, pg 527.


6. Blanket Objection.  A blanket objection by a member of a Lodge to the presence of all visitors, without naming any visitor, is a valid objection and all visitors must be included. Decision Grand Master approved. 1950, pg 418, 568.
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CHAPER 14
14.02 Powers of Lodges.


1. Quorum.  Not less than three members necessary for a Lodge meeting, one of whom must possess proper authority to call and open Lodge, and unless present, the Lodge cannot open except by Grand Master or his deputy. Decision Grand Master approved. 1863, pg 263, 309.

2. Business on Any Regular Communication.  The election of officers being held on a regular Communication, any other business may be transacted at such meeting. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1888, pg 267, 288, 294.


3. Extent of Powers.  Modern Lodges possess all the powers and rights which were possessed by Masonic Lodges before Grand Lodges or written constitutions existed, except such powers and rights as have been expressly delegated by them to Grand Lodge Committee Report. 1893, pg 381-382, 383.


4. Quorum.  While by our Constitution it requires 7 members to constitute a Lodge, 3 members are a quorum in the Third Degree, 5 in the Second Degree, and 7 in the First Degree for the dispatch of business. Decision Grand Master to contrary disapproved. 1895, pg 155, 203-204.


5. Communication with Foreign Bodies.  A Lodge in this Jurisdiction has a right to correspond with a foreign body but must not do anything inadvertently which might be construed as recognizing it as a Masonic Lodge. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1899, pg 339, 368.

6. Remission of Debt.  See W.M.C. Rulings and Decisions Sec. 21.04, Decision No. 1. 1919, pg 415, 465.

7. Extra-Territorial Appropriation of Funds.  A Lodge cannot donate its funds to pay off indebtedness on a Masonic Temple in a foreign Jurisdiction. Decision Grand Master approved. 1923, pg 30, 138.


8. Life Membership.  A By-Law providing for life membership in form of paid-up annual membership. Approved. 1924, pg 300, 389


9. Board of Trustees Prohibited.  Lodge By-Laws creating Board of Trustees with power to invest Lodge funds, supervise Lodge actions in matters of finance disapproved. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1926, pg 262, 330.


10. Restricting Powers of Master.  Action of Grand Master in disapproving By-Laws of Lodge:

(A) Creating advisory committee to which all matters had to be referred before presentation to Lodge;
(B) Restricting power of Master to appoint members to a specified committee;

(C) Permitting payment of initiation fee on installments.

Recommendation of Committee on by-Laws approved. 1931 pg 15, 119.

11. Membership on Defense Council.  A Lodge cannot be represented on a local defense council. Decision Grand Master approved. 1941, pg 51, 103.


12. Prohibited Lodge Activities. Grand Master ruled a Lodge cannot take part in such activities as “organizing a home guard.” Approved. 1943, pg 25, 79.
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13. Conferring Degrees by Masonic Club Prohibited.  Masonic Club cannot confer Degrees. No group of Masons may open a meeting on any Degree of Masonry except Lodges regularly constituted or under dispensation. Decision Grand Master approved. 1948, pg 393, 516.

14. Advertising and Promotion.  Permission refused to use Lodge funds as donation to committee to promote new industry and advertise a city. Approved. 1954, pg 381, 428.


15. Honorary Past Master.  A Lodge has the power to elect a member an honorary Past Master. It may follow such procedures as it desires but it is recommended that the procedure set forth in W.M.C. Chapter 18.13 be adopted. Decision Grand Master approved. 1955, pg 31, 143.


16. Honorary Past Master.  A Lodge cannot, posthumously, elect a deceased Junior Warden as an honorary Past Master. Decision Grand Master approved. 1955, pg 31, 143.

17. Initiation of Petitioner Over Objection.  Where Masonic Lodge, over timely objection, nevertheless took petitioner through the initiation ceremony, petitioner did not become a member of Masonic Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1955, pg 34, 143.


18. Honorary Past Master.  One may be elected honorary Past Master by a 2/3 vote. Decision Grand Master approved. 1958, pg 438, 515.

19. Honorary Past Master.  By-Law provisions relating to election of honorary member does not apply to election of honorary Past Master. Decision Grand Master approved. 1959, pg 53, 219.

20. Lodge Funds.  Improper to use Lodge funds to mail a letter to Masons of the area calling attention to a school election where Lodge did not approve such letter. Decision Grand Master approved. 1959, pg 54, 219.


21. Sale of Merchandise.  Masonic building corporation may properly advertise legitimate merchandise for sale and that the proceeds would be used for temple expenses. Decision Grand Master approved. 1962, pg 341, 489.


22. Advertising in DeMolay Publication.  Improper for Lodge to enter into agreement to buy advertising space. Decision Grand Master approved. 1964, 366, 592-593.


23. Use of Lodge Funds.  Lodge could not use its funds for a community library. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1968, pg 42, 48.


24. Use of Lodge Funds.  Lodges could not contribute Lodge funds for support of old people’s home in foreign jurisdiction. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1971, pg 41, 56.
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25. DeMolay Funds.  Grand Master ruled that the funds of a defunct DeMolay Chapter be returned to the Executive Officer of DeMolay of Washington by the Lodge holding the funds, as no Lodge or Appendant Body which sponsors a DeMolay Chapter, Job’s daughters Bethel, or Rainbow Assembly can confiscate the assets or property of a defunct Chapter, Bethel, or Assembly. The property of a defunct Chapter, Bethel, or 

Assembly reverts to the parent organization, which in this case is to the Executive Officer of the DeMolay of the State of Washington. Decision Grand Master approved. 1980, pg 30, 42.

26. Distribution of Trestle Board.  Lodge could, with the approval of the Lodge distribute its trestle board to the three youth groups. Decision Grand Master approved. 1984, pg 30, 41.


27. Sponsorship of Little League Team.  Granted permission to a Lodge to sponsor a little league ball team. Decision Grand Master approved. 1987, pg 29, 44.


28. Sponsorship of Rainbow.  Granted permission to a Lodge to sponsor a Rainbow Assembly, no other local sponsorship available provided a favorable vote of the Lodge is obtained. Decision Grand Master approved. 1989, pg 40, 51.

29. Sponsorship of Pageant Candidate.  Denied permission to Lodge to sponsor a young lady in a local pageant. 1989, pg 41, 52.

30. Membership in Chamber of Commerce.  Denied permission to Lodge Temple Board to become an associate member of a Chamber of Commerce. 1989, pg 40, 52.


31. Membership in Convention/Visitors Bureau.  Granted permission to a Lodge to join Convention and visitors Bureau. Decision Grand Master approved. 1992, pg 29, 40.
14.03 By-Laws.


1. Not to be Suspended.  A Lodge cannot suspend its By-Laws to enable it to act in accordance with an amendment to Grand Lodge By-Laws. If Lodge By-Law inconsistent with Grand Lodge law, it is null and void. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1895, pg 155, 203.


2. Compulsory Payment Funeral Expenses.  A By-Law of Lodge compelling Lodge to furnish funeral expenses for a deceased brother is not un-Masonic under our law, but advised repeal of By-Law. Decision Grand Master 1898, pg 12; Committee Report concurring in statements as to the absence of provisions in our written law and also his advise to repeal By-Law, but holding such By-Law violates unwritten law of Masonry, adopted 1898, pg 44.

3. Amendment.  The power and authority of Lodges to “enact ”By-Laws which is recognized in this paragraph, includes the power to amend them. Decision Grand Master approved. 1899, pg 337, 368.


4. Must Amend Entire By-Law.  Recommended that no amendment to By-Laws be approved by Grand Master unless whole section as amended be submitted to him. Committee Report adopted. 1906, pg 59.
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5. Providing Posting Notices of Petition.  By-Laws providing for posting notice in Lodge room of petition for degrees or affiliation disapproved as a contravention of our law. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1907, pg 228, 284.

6. Meeting Date and Hour Cannot Be Changed.  Grand Master has no power to grant dispensation to hold Lodge communication at time other than date and hour fixed in By-Laws. 1912, pg 17, 93.; 1928, pg 390, 444; 1949, 46, 172; Reaffirmed 1955, pg 33, 143.


7. Duplication of Grand Lodge By-Laws.  Recommendation of Committee on By-Laws that By-Laws containing vast amounts of matter which is copy of W.M.C. be not approved. Concurred in by Grand Lodge. 1915, pg 347.


8. Meeting Place.  Lodge By-Laws cannot provide that “until said hall is ready for occupancy, Lodge may meet in a secure place at discretion of Worshipful Master,” as it conflicts with W.M.C. Sec. 16.12. Decision Grand Master approved. 1919, pg 413, 447.


9. Restricting Master’s Powers.  By-Law providing Master, Wardens and Charity committee with a $25.00 limit on account of relief disapproved as limiting the power of Master to extend relief. Ruling Grand Master 1919, pg 413. Reaffirmed 1920, pg92.


10. Management of Lodge Property  The Grand Master disapproved By-Laws of a Lodge providing a board of trustees to manage and invest funds, dispense charity, etc. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1926, pg 262, 330.

11. Fee for Affiliation.  By-Laws of a Lodge providing for an affiliation fee of $9.00 in case of non-residents of this Jurisdiction, and no fee at all in case of residents of this Jurisdiction, on recommendation of By-Laws Committee disapproved. 1927, pg 175.

12. Suspension of By-Laws.  In election of officers of Lodges the “miles,” i.e. its By-Laws, may not be suspended. Decision GM 1927, pg 27; Committee on Jurisprudence recommendation that Decision Grand Master be approved and its opinion that not even Grand Master can suspend By-Laws of Lodge adopted. 1927, pg 178.


13. Trust Company to Hold Title.  A Lodge may not provide by By-Law that the Lodge may appoint a trust company to hold title of Lodge’s real property in trust. By-Laws Committee Report adopted. 1928, pg 488.


14. Funeral Service Elsewhere Than in Lodge Room.  1890, pg 183. See W.M.C. Sec. 24.01 (6)

15. By-Laws Held Invalid.

(A) A Lodge cannot legally charge a fee for affiliation in one instance and make an exception in another.

(B) A By-Law of a Lodge providing a standing committee of 15 or more, including its principal officer, to investigate candidates for the degrees and petitions for affiliation, is in violation of W.M.C. Sec. 19.01 (2).

(C) A Lodge By-Law cannot legally prefer one member over another in the matter of making application of funds received from life membership.

(D) By-Law of a Lodge, and not the Lodge Treasurer, shall be the Custodian of Relief Funds is in conflict with W.M.C. Sec. 15.01 and 15.21.

Report Jurisprudence Committee adopted. 1931, pg 178.
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16. By-Law Held Invalid.  A Lodge By-Law providing a fee of $25.00 for affiliation of a brother from outside of concurrent Jurisdiction held in conflict with action of Grand Lodge in 1931. Report of Committee on By-Laws approved. 1933, pg 121, 178.

17. Setting Aside By-Laws.  Grand Master Allowed Lodge to meet out of temple, to allow bills, read communications, receive and ballot on petitions, on date other than that fixed by By-Laws for Stated Communication. Action of Grand Master disapproved. 1937, pg 26, 86.


18. Setting Aside or Holding in Abeyance.  When laws are once approved by Grand Master, they may not be set aside for a definite time or held in abeyance. Decision Grand Master  approved. 1953, pg 47, 91.

19. Re-Introduction of Previously Defeated Amendments.  No particular time need elapse before a previously defeated amendment to the By-Laws may be re-introduced and voted upon. Decision Grand Master approved. 1954, pg 381, 428.


20. Empowering Worshipful Master to “Call” Stated Communication.  Grand Master disapproved By-Law empowering Master to call Stated communication during summer months. Action of Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 383, 552.


21. Blanket Extension of Time for Payment of Dues.  Grand Master disapproved By-Law granting every member blanket of one year for payment of dues prior to dropping from roll. Action of Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 383, 552.


22. Initiation Fees Included as Dues.  Grand Master disapproved By-Law providing initiation fee (the minimum under W.M.C. Sec. 18.11) should include 2 years’ dues. Action of Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 423, 534.

23. Amendments.  By-Laws of Lodge provided that proposed amendment should lie over until subsequent communication for ballot. Grand Master ruled that at second communication, the original proposal might be amended in any respect germane to the original proposal. Dec. Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 423, 534.


24. Language of By-Laws Controlling.  Language of amendment to by-Laws adopted by Lodge controls, notwithstanding that it does not express the intention of the drafter of the amendment. Decision Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 430, 534.


25. Application of By-Law. By-Law provision relating to election of honorary member does not apply to election of honorary Past Master. Decision Grand Master approved. 1959, pg 53, 219.


26. Validity of Ballot for Amending By-Laws.  Specific By-Laws of Lodge will determine validity and should be strictly followed. Decision Grand Master approved. 1964, pg 366, 592-593.

27. Notification of Members of Proposed Changes in By-Laws.  Ruled that notice in the Masonic Tribune of Proposed By-Law changes was proper notice to comply with W.M.C. Chapter 16.03, since all members of the Lodge receive the paper, the Lodge being a 100% subscriber. Decision Grand Master approved. 1970, pg 51, 72.
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28. Notification of Members of Proposed Changes in By-Laws  Ruled that notice in the Masonic Tribune of proposed By-Law changes are not proper notice to comply with sec. 14.03 W.M.C. as it is not a suitable substitute for written notice to each member. Decision Grand Master approved. 1971, pg 42, 56. Report of Jurisprudence cited deterioration of Second Class Mail handling, acknowledged pervious year’s action was contradictory, but held that Grand Master was right to determine that first class mail was superior form for notifying all members of proposed By-Law changes.

29. Dues and Assessments.  Grand Master ruled that an amendment to a Lodge’s By-Laws is legal and the fact that the Grand Lodge dues are added to the regular dues and considered an assessment by the Lodge does not negate or nullify that section. Decision Grand Master approved. 1977, pg 23, 34.

14.04 Communications

1. Visitors in Stations on Opening.  It is lawful to open Lodge with visiting brethren in Warden’s stations, when Worshipful Master is present with charter and quorum. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1895, pg 154, 203.


2. Changing Date or Hour of Stated Communication. Grand Master has no power to grant dispensation changing either date or hour of stated Communication as fixed by Lodge By-Laws. 1912, pg 17, 93; 1917, pg 14, 63; 1928, pg 390, 44; 1936, pg 407, 460; 1943, pg 27, 29; 1946, pg 388, 443; 1949, pg 46, 172; 1972, pg 37, 51.


3. By-Laws Must Fix Dates of Communications.  Dates of Stated Communications of a Lodge must definitely be fixed in By-Laws which cannot contain a provision that the Worshipful Master can “call” Stated Communications. Decision Deputy Grand Master approved. 1943, pg 45, 81.

14.07 Minutes of Meetings.


1. Signing.  Recommended that all recorded proceedings of the Lodges, when approved, be signed by Master and Secretary. Committee report adopted. 1875, pg 496.


2. Failure to Keep. The legality of a Degree is not affected by failure to record it properly. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1893, pg 353, 382, 383.


3. Of All Meetings.  A Lodge voted to hold a special meeting to receive the Grand Master and at such meeting, in the absence of the Worshipful Master, the Senior Warden presided; at the following Stated Communication, the Master being present, the minutes of the special meeting were read but not approved on the ruling of the Wor-shipful Master that the special meeting was held without call from him. On appeal to the Grand Master, the special meeting was held regular, and if the proposed minutes stated the facts, they should be approved. Committee Report adopted. 1896, pg 23, 72, 74.
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14.08 Annual Reports. 

Adjustments in Grand Lodge and M.R.C. Dues.  Held that the statute of limitations could not be considered in allowing credits and making extra charges in correcting errors in annual Returns. Decision Grand Master approved. 1964, pg 368, 592-593.
14.09. Lodge Representation in Grand Lodge.


1. Attendance at Grand Lodge Imperative.  Attendance upon meetings of Grand Lodge is an essential part of the duties of Masters and Wardens to represent their Lodges at all meetings of Grand Lodge and should be performed like any other duty of their offices, upon their faith and honor as Masons. Committee Report adopted. 1863, pg 306.

2. Membership in Lodge Necessary.  One who had been expelled and thereafter restored by the Grand Lodge, having the status of a non-affiliate, could not represent a Lodge which had erroneously elected him Senior Warden while holding that status. Committee report adopted. 1880, pg 572, 607, 609, 624, 625
14.10 Lodge Communication During Grand Lodge.


1. Special Lodge Communication During Grand Lodge.  Grand Lodge granted constituent Lodge special dispensation to hold Special Communication during Grand Lodge Annual communication so that the Lodge could spread ballot on petition for advancement. 1864, pg 370.

2. Lodge Communication During Grand Lodge.  The power to grant a constituent Lodge permission to meet during session of the Grand Lodge resides only in the Grand Lodge. Permission granted by the Grand Master to Lodge to meet while Grand Lodge in session denied in report of Committee on Jurisprudence. Committee then recommended that Grand Lodge grant permission. Jurisprudence Committee report adopted. 1942, pg 486, 520.

3. Lodge Communication During Grand Lodge.  Grand Master is without authority to grant permission to Lodge to hold Special Communication during Grand Lodge Annual Communication as that power rests in Grand Lodge only, If Grand Lodge is in session. Permission of Grand Master reversed. 1945, pg 34, 144.
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CHAPTER 15
15.02 Who May Vote

1. Rights Under Charges Pending.  Right of a brother to participate in work of Lodge unimpaired while charges against him are pending but undetermined. Decision Grand Master approved. 1900, pg 21, 63.


2. Right to Vote.  One who has not been examined in the Third Degree and has not paid dues is not entitled to vote at the annual election of officers. Decision Grand Master approved. 1948, pg 392, 516.

3. Election, Null and Void.  Grand Master ruled that election of a Brother to the office of Junior Warden prior to enrollment in the Lodge was illegal. Decision Grand Master approved.. 1977, pg 20-21, 23, 34.

15.03 Officer Qualifications.


1. Pending Charges Do Not Disqualify for Election to Office.  Fact that charges of un-Masonic conduct are pending against a member does not disqualify him for election to office in Lodge. Ruling Grand Master to contrary disapproved. 1888, pg 267, 288, 294.


2. Residence Not Qualification for Office.  A Worshipful Master-Elect if otherwise qualified, is eligible to be installed though living in the jurisdiction of another Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1907, pg 227, 305.


3. Residence.  It is unlawful for a Lodge to adopt a By-Law that would make residence in the territorial limits of the Lodge a prerequisite to holding office. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1932, pg 374, 474.


4. When Dual Membership Disqualifies for Office.  See Note No. 1, Rulings and Decision, W.M.C. Sec. 17.11, 1935, pg 23, 123.

5. Right to Hold Office.  One who has not been examined in the Third Degree and has not paid dues cannot be installed into office. Decision Grand Master approved. 1948, pg 392, 516.


6. Residence Not qualification for Office.  A Senior Warden may be elected Master although he temporarily resides in another Grand Jurisdiction. Decision Grand Master approved. 1955, pg 32, 143.


7. Bankruptcy No Disqualification for Office.  Going through bankruptcy does not disqualify the Junior Warden from being elected Senior Warden. Decision Grand Master approved. 1959, pg 53, 221.


8. Failure to Pay Current Dues No Disqualification for Holding Office.  A brother is in good standing until dropped under W.M.C. Sec. 17.14 (or expelled or suspended) and may hold office even though he has not paid his dues for the current year. Decision Grand Master approved. 1959, pg 55, 219.
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15.04 Holding Two Offices.

1. Finance Committee of Lodge Membership.  Improper for Master to appoint Treasurer and Secretary as members of the Lodge. Decision Grand Master 1875, pg 564.

2. Holding Office of Worshipful Master and Senior Warden in Two Lodges at the Same time.  Ruled that Brother, elected and installed Senior Warden in one Lodge and having been elected and installed Worshipful Master in another Lodge, the office of Senior Warden in the one Lodge be declared vacant. Decision Grand Master approved. 1992, pg 32, 41.

15.05 When to Elect Officers.


1. No Advancing Date of Election by Grand Master.  Grand Master cannot authorize a Lodge to hold its annual election prior to date prescribed by Sec. 15.05 W.M.C. Decision Grand Master approved. 1899, pg 338, 368.


2. Election, When Void.  Member elected Worshipful Master was automatically dropped N.P.D., notwithstanding that the secretary had failed to comply with W.M.C. Sec. 17.14 and 17.15 the election was void. Decision Grand Master approved. 1928, pg 386, 444.


3. Lodges Undergoing Consolidation.  Two Lodges, having voted to consolidate, were not bound by provisions of the W.M.C. regarding annual elections of officers. Meeting for election, choosing a Lodge name, and adoption of By-Laws governed by provisions of W.M.C. Chapter 16 rather than 15. Decision Grand Master approved. 1976, pg 25, 54.

15.06 Election.

1. When Election Void.  Senior Warden and Junior Warden did not receive a majority of votes cast in election, and Grand Master declared election void. Decision Grand Master approved. 1909, pg 30, 57, 58.

15.07 Failure to Elect.


1. Election Out of Time.  Action of Lodge attempting to elect officers out of time without dispensation, held reprehensible. While Grand Lodge condemned such proceedings the good of the Craft rendered necessary recognition of officers so elected, and their election, though out of time, was declared valid. Resolution adopted. 1972, pg 26.

2. Junior Warden Expelled.  Dispensation denied by Grand Master to Lodge to hold an election for station of Junior Warden who had been expelled. Approved 1931, pg 20, 135.
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3. Elect New Worshipful Master. Dispensation refused to elect a new Worshipful Master, the Worshipful Master having been removed from jurisdiction after installation. Decision Grand Master approved. 1942, pg 487, 519.

4. Worshipful Master-Elect Joined Armed Forces.  Dispensation granted to elect Worshipful Master where Worshipful Master-elect joined the armed forces and failed to appear for installation. Decision Grand Master approved. 1944, pg 408, 506.


5. Elect the Three Principal Officers.  Permission granted to elect Worshipful Master and/or Senior Warden and Junior Warden when Master-elect failed to be installed. Decision Grand Master approved. 1946, pg 393.


6. Elect the Three Principal Officers.  Where Master-elect died and Senior Warden-elect and Junior Warden-elect refused to be installed into offices, it was proper to grant dispensation to elect Worshipful Master, Senior Warden and Junior Warden. Decision Grand Master approved. 1959, pg 25, 208

7. Elect New Worshipful Master.  Where Worshipful Master-elect became ill and refused to be installed, a special election of officers should be held. Decision Grand Master approved. 1961, pg 30, 98.

15.08 Installations.


1. When Not to be Installed.  Eminently proper to refuse to install as Senior Warden a member too drunk to be present at installation. Decision Grand Master approved. 1881, pg 14, 36.

2. Dispensation to Install Junior Warden Out of Time.  Dispensation granted to install Junior Warden out of time on account of his illness and inability to attend scheduled Lodge installation. Decision Grand Master approved. 1884, pg 14, 44.


3. Joint Installation – Each Lodge to Open. Where there is a joint installation, each participating Lodge must open in the Third Degree. Dec. GM Approved. 1923, pg 30, 137, 138. Dec. GM Approved, Reaffirmed 1954, pg 382, 428.


4. Master-Elect to be Installed First.  No installation of officers is proper unless Worshipful Master is first installed. Decision Grand Master approved. 1928, pg 386, 444; 1935 pg 133-135.

5. Secretary-Elect Properly Declined Installation.  The Secretary-elect properly refused to be installed until the books and records of the Lodge were in proper shape. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1929, pg 22, 95.


6. Who May Install.  Any Past Master eligible to act as installing officer upon request of presiding officer. Report Jurisprudence Committee approved. 1939 pg 38, 169.
7. Installation, Public.  A public installation cannot be held in a room where Lodge is at Labor in Third Degree. Lodge must be opened in Third degree. If the installation is public the ceremony must be held either:

(A) In a separate room from that in which Lodge was opened, or;

(B) The Lodge must be called to refreshment.

Decision Grand Master approved. 1941, pg 54, 103.
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8. Place of Installation.  Permission granted to hold installation in a school auditorium provided Lodge was opened in its Lodge room, went to refreshment for the purposes of installation, and then returned to  its Lodge room for closing. Permission of Grand Master approved. 1950, pg 403, 565; Dec. GM Approved, Reaffirmed 1957, pg 49, 182.

9. Installing Officer.  Only a Master or a Past Master may install the Master-elect. Decision Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 425, 534

10. Objection to Installation.  It is duty of Master to determine in the first instance validity of objection to installation of appointive officer. If the objection charges on its face a Masonic offense, and if there are reasonable grounds for believing the charges are true, Master should defer installation pending filing of formal charges of un-Masonic conduct. If charges not preferred in a reasonable amount of time, Master may either order that the officer be installed or revoke the appointment. Decision Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 426, 534.

11. Validation of Untimely, Irregular Installation.  Order of Grand Master validating action of Lodge installing subordinate elective officers in absence of Master-elect and installing Worshipful Master at succeeding communication disapproved, as without authority on part of Grand Master. Recommendation that Grand Lodge validate action of Lodge and that officers installed be declared to be regular officers. Report Jurisprudence Committee adopted. 1934, pg 369, 471.

12. Installing Officers.  Ruled that installing Chaplain shall be a Mason. Decision Grand Master approved. 1934, pg 50, 73-74.

13. Objection to Installation.  Ruled that an Installing Officer or other Mason could not level a valid objection to the installation of a Lodge officer except for the following reasons:

(A) The Brother is not in good standing because he had been dropped for non-payment of dues.

(B) The brother is an Honorary member only, and is ineligible for the office into which he is to be installed.

(C) The Brother is currently under suspension or expulsion.

(D) Masonic charges are pending against the brother.

(E) The Brother objecting is prepared to file charges of un-Masonic conduct at the stated meeting preceding the Public or Tiled Installation, against that brother who is to be installed.

Decision Grand Master approved; Report Grievances & Appeals approved. 1997.
15.09 No Installation Pending Charges. 


1. Oral Objection Insufficient.  An oral objection to the installation of Junior Warden should be disregarded. Decision Grand Master approved. 1924, pg 303, 412.
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15.10 Jewels and Aprons.


1. Proper and Improper Masonic Apparel.  It is improper to wear, in a constituted Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, or at any public function of said Lodge, i.e., funerals, public installations, divine services, cornerstone laying or temple dedication ceremonies, the fez, hats, caps, uniforms, or other apparel of the Appendant or concordant organizations with the understanding that:
(A) It does not preclude Grand Lodge Officers of Washington from wearing their aprons and jewels.

 (B) Visiting Master Masons from other jurisdictions will be permitted to wear such Mason’s aprons and jewels as are authorized by their respective Grand Lodges; and

(C) Members, Past Masters, and Officers of constituent Lodges of the Grand Lodge of Washington may wear such aprons and jewels to which they are entitled.

Decision Grand Master approved. 1969, pg 39, 46-47.

15.12 Filling Vacancy.


1. Special Election for Senior Warden.  Grand Master granted Lodge dispensation to hold special election for the purpose of filling the office of Senior Warden as the position had been declared vacant by the Grand Master when Brother was elected a principal officer in two Lodges simultaneously. (See W.M.C. Rulings and decisions Sec. 15.04, Decision No. 3.) Decision Grand Master approved. 1992, pg 32, 40.

2. Secretary Refused to be Installed.  Grand Master ruled that a vacancy existed when an elected Secretary refused to be installed and ordered that Lodge records be surrendered to the Worshipful Master and a new election, after due notice, be conducted to fill vacancy. Decision Grand Master approved. 1993, pg 32, 40.

15.13 Powers of Master.


1. Ruling of Worshipful Master.  A Worshipful Master may rule that a motion to contribute funds to a service bureau for non-Masonic purpose is out of order. Decision Grand Master approved. 1930, pg 334, 493.

2. Ruling of Appointive Officer – Just cause.  Failure of appointive officer to pay assessment due Lodge, or his presence in a Lodge meeting while intoxicated, are just causes for his removal from office by Worshipful Master. 1941, pg 55, 103.


3. Worshipful Master Cannot “Call” A Stated Communication.  Worshipful Master cannot be given authority in By-Laws to “call” Stated Communication at any other time than fixed in the By-Laws. Decision Grand Master approved. 1943, pg 45, 81.
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4. Deposed Master.  A deposed Master cannot conduct a Masonic funeral. Decision Grand Master approved. 1953, pg 50, 91.


5. Determination of Objection to Installation.  See W.M.C. Rulings and Decisions Sec. 15.08 Ruling No. 9.


6. Disclosure of Information.  It is within the prerogative of the Master to determine whether a mailing list of the Lodge shall be furnished to a concordant body. Decision Grand Master approved. 1957, pg 46, 182.

7. Visitors May Participate in Work.  Ruled that permitting participation in the activities of the Lodge is the prerogative of the presiding Master. All work must conform to the Standard Work as prescribed in W.M.C. Sec. 6.01. Decision Grand Master approved. 1991, pg 32, 41.

15.14 Permission to Preside.

1. Past Master Presiding.  In the absence of the Worshipful Master, Senior Warden may open Lodge, call a Past Master to the Chair, leave Lodge room, returning to deliver lecture and close Lodge, when Junior Warden present at all times. Decision Grand Master approved. 1922, pg 479, 531.


2. Wearing of Hat.  The Master removes his hat when another is presiding in the East and the one actually presiding should wear the hat. Decision Grand Master approved. 1953, pg 48, 94.

15.15 Absence of Master.


1. No Exception for Funeral Service.  Lodge cannot be opened for funeral ceremony in absence of Master and both Wardens, except by Grand Master or his Deputy. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1895, pg 154, 203.


2. Special Deputy Sparingly Used.  Appointment of Deputy of Grand Master to hold Special and Stated Communication of a Lodge, Master and Wardens being absent, should be resorted to only in cases of continued absence from jurisdiction or sickness of Master and Wardens. Committee Report approved. 1911, pg 312, 313.


3. No Blanket Authority.  Grand Master denied permission to three Lodges for blanket authority for a P.M. to convene a Lodge in the absence of the Master and Wardens for the purpose of conducting funeral services. Decision Grand Master approved. 1965, pg 30, 31, 122.
15.19 Treasurers Duties.


1. Accounts.  Treasurer must keep books showing credits, debts, and balances, and accounts must be kept separate from his own. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1938. pg 428, 506.
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15.20 Secretary’s Duties.


1. To Draw Warrants.  Secretary of Lodge must draw warrant for bill presented, approved, and ordered paid by a vote of the Lodge (some members not voting). Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1903, pg 257, 311.

2. Delinquent Secretary Discipline.  Grand Secretary being unable to secure annual return from Lodge and Master of Lodge being unable to get books of the Lodge from the Secretary, charges ordered preferred against Secretary for violation of duty and insolent defiance to the Master. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1904, pg 17, 37.


3. Reporting Legally Dead Member.  A member disappeared for seven years or more my be reported as dead, but Secretary should report to Grand Secretary the date of his last known address so that Grand Lodge records may show that he is presumptively or legally dead. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1935, pg 23, 133.


4. Reporting Legally Dead Member, E.A. or F.C.  Same ruling regarding Entered Apprentice or Fellowcraft Masons. Decision Grand Master approved. 1938, pg 427, 505.

5. Holding Check.  Secretary reprimanded for not cashing check for fees at time petition was received. Decision Grand Master approved. 1940, pg 496, 503, 591.


6. Changes in Forms.  Approval given to make such changes in various forms s may be required to have them coincide with present Chapters of the Washington Masonic Code. Suggested changes in other forms to be referred to incoming Grand Master, and after further study during the ensuing year, present desired legislation. Report Jurisprudence Commission approved. 1963, pg 42-43, 200-201.

15.23 Other Officers’ Duties.

1. Tyler Leaving Post.  See W.M.C. Sec. 6.01, Rulings and Decisions, No. 3; and sec. 19.09, Rulings and Decisions, No. 1.

2. Signing Tyler’s Register. It is not compulsory that all members and visitors sign Tyler’s Register. Ruling Grand Master disapproved. 1963, pg 42, 47.
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CHAPTER 16

16.01 Application for Dispensation. 


1. Charter of Petitioners.  A Lodge has no right to recommend brethren to form  a new Lodge near it if they would not receive in their own Lodge one who is known to be unfit; it is the duty of recommending Lodge to see that his name is stricken from petition. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1893, pg 355, 382, 383.


2. Limited to Masons of This Jurisdiction.  The certificate of “Good Masonic Standing” applies only to members of this Jurisdiction. Decision Grand Master approved. 1936, pg 408, 460.


3. Dual Membership in Lodge U.D.  Petition for dual membership accompanied by certificate of Good Standing from Secretary of petitioner’s Lodge can be presented in lieu of dimit in formation of new Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1936, pg 408, 460.

4. Name Stricken from Petition.  One of petitioners for a new Lodge U.D., refusing to submit to an examination by the other brethren, standing solely on his dimit, his name was ordered stricken from petition and dispensation. Ruling Grand Master. 1890, pg 161.


5. Foreign Territory.  Refusal to grant dispensation to foreign Lodges in Hawaiian Island, that territory being developed by California. Grand Lodge approved. 1919, pg 412, 654.


6. Foreign Territory.  Application to establish a German Masonic Lodge refused by Grand Master. 1882, pg 95.


7. No Lodge of Past Masters.  Grand Master refused a dispensation to form a Lodge of Past Masters. Decision Grand Master approved. 1937, pg 23, 84.


8. Military Lodges.  Refusal of Grand Master to grant dispensation to form a Lodge at A.P.O. 944, as this Grand Lodge has consistently refused charters to Army and Navy Lodges and there was too much doubt as to what activity, if any, would continue in such Lodge following the war. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1945, pg 57, 145.

16.03 Offices of a Lodge U.D.

1. Special Election.  At unanimous request of members of newly chartered Lodge, the Worshipful Master and Senior Warden having changed their residences to distant localities, Grand Master ordered new election of officers. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1864, pg 341.

2. Expense of Constituting a Lodge.  New Lodges ought to bear in mind that expense of constituting Lodge must be paid by the Lodge constituted. Address Grand Master. 1890, pg 164.


3. Naming New Officers.  The worshipful Master of a Lodge U.D. requesting to be relieved from office on account of removal, at unanimous request of the Lodge, new officers were named. Ruling Grand Master. 1894, pg 12.
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4. Opening and Closing on Constituting.  A newly chartered Lodge should not be opened for purpose of being constituted, and not being open, cannot be closed as such. Decision Grand Master approved. 1926, pg 277, 365.

5. Change of Officers U.D.  Where secretary of Lodge U.D. resigns, his successor is not elected by the Lodge but is appointed by Grand Master. Decision Grand Master to contrary disapproved. 1957, pg 48, 184.
16.06 Powers of a Lodge U.D.


1. May Affiliate Members.  A Lodge U.D. may affiliate members. Decision Grand Master sustained. 1866, pg 7, 30.


2. Perform Funeral Service.  A Lodge U.D. can affiliate members and perform funeral ceremony. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1891, pg 338, 365, 373.


3. Granting Dimit.  A Lodge U.D. may grant a dimit. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1895, pg 154, 203.

16.08 By-Laws


1. Special Stated Communication. Alba Lodge, U.D., was allowed to hold a “Special Stated Communication” for the purpose of amending the Lodge By-Laws. All members of the Lodge were notified at least 30 days prior to the meeting, stating the purpose by Registered Mail, Return Receipt Requested. Should any Brother not respond by mail within 15 days of the meeting then he should be contacted by telephone, email or personal contact. The names of the Brothers not contacted shall be entered in the minutes of the meeting indicating the effort made to contact them. The Committee on Jurisprudence was aware of the meeting and that permission was in violation of Sec. 16.08 B.L. and cautioned that the By-Laws changes were to be made in accordance with Sec. 14.03 B.L. (2) of the W.M.C. Decision of the Committee on Jurisprudence upheld. 2006, pg 32, 42
16.12 Charter Requirements.


1. Suitable Place.  A frame building occupied by a family where voices can be heard throughout the building, not a safe place for a Lodge Meeting. Decision Grand Master sustained. 1866, pg 7, 70.

2. Joint Occupancy.  Not for the best interest of the Craft to compel Lodge to procure halls for its exclusive use, where Lodge is financially unable to do so. Report adopted. 1886, pg 467.


3. Wicket in Tyler’s Door.  Use of a wicket or peep hole in Tyler’s door which other societies were properly using, forbidden under threat of arrest of charter. Ruling Grand Master. 1903, pg 244; Dec. Grand Master Approved, Reaffirmed 1918, pg200, 248; 1923, pg 29, 138.
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4. Position of Preparation Room.  No objection to preparation room on the right of Lodge room if it cannot be otherwise conveniently arranged. Decision Grand Master approved. 1923, pg 32, 138.


5. Renting Lodge Property for State Liquor Store – Unsafe Place for Meeting of Lodge.  Though renting Lodge property for a State Liquor Store does not violate Washington Masonic Code, occupancy under such renting would automatically make such premises unsuitable and unsafe place for meeting of a Lodge prescribed by W.M.C. Sec. 16.12. Decision Grand Master approved. 1934, pg 367, 471.


6. Lodge Room on Ground Floor.  A Lodge room may be on the ground floor if it is a safe place and meets all Masonic requirements. Decision Grand Master approved. 1951, pg 43, 147.

16.16 Charter Members.


1. Dimit Not to be Withdrawn. A brother joining in petition for Lodge U.D. cannot demand his dimit filed with Grand Secretary. The brother is member of the new Lodge and can only withdraw there from as prescribed by law. Decision Grand Master approved. 1901, pg 197, 231.

2. Ignorance of Law No Excuse.  Member of Lodge signing petition for dispensation of Lodge U.D. becoming charter member of new Lodge, thereby losing his membership in his former Lodge, is not relieved from provisions of Sec. 16.16 because of ignorance of the law. Decision Grand Master approved. 1902, pg 22, 52.


3. Charter Members.  Only those who are members of a Lodge at the time the Charter is granted are charter Members. Decision Grand Master. 1984, pg 30, 40-41.
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CHAPTER 17

17.01 How Acquired.


1. Membership Retained, Degrees by Courtesy.  An E.A. of one of our Lodges, passed and raised by courtesy of a foreign Lodge, becomes a member of the Washington Lodge. Whether he also becomes a member of such foreign Lodge depends upon law governing latter. Opinion Grand Master approved. 1899, pg 339, 368.


2. Lodge Membership Not Acquired by Initiation  Over Objection.  Where Master of Lodge over timely objection, nevertheless took a petitioner through the initiation ceremony, he did not become a member of the Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1955, pg 34, 143.

3. Courtesy Degrees in Foreign Jurisdiction.  Where Washington candidate receives his Third degree by courtesy of Lodge in Grand Jurisdiction which has no proficiency requirement, his membership in Washington is complete without his becoming proficient. Decision Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 431, 534.

4. Dimit Issued Without Proper Notification.  A dimit was issued by a Lodge upon proper request. The Brother and the Grand Lodge were not advised and the Brother continued to pay dues. Restored to membership in good standing without loss of time. Decision Grand Master approved. 1985, pg 38, 52-53.

17.04 Affiliation Procedure.


1. Return of Dimit.  Dimit of non-affiliated Mason accompanying his petition should be returned to him upon Lodge refusing to entertain petition because of standing of petitioner. Decision Grand Master approved. 1874, pg 289, 324.


2. Receipt for Dues Insufficient.  A receipt for dues will not take the place of the certificates prescribed by this Chapter. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1894. pg 16, 52, 55.


3. Grand Orient of France.  Petition for affiliation from member of Grand Orient of France cannot be received, Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1909, pg 18, 79.


4. Certificate in Lieu of Dimit.  Grand Lodge dimit having been lost, in lieu of duplicate dimit asked for, letter of permission certificate, as issued to Lodge authorizing reception of petition upon satisfactory proof of identity of member. Decision Grand Master approved. 1911, pg 230, 312.

5. Original or Certified Copy.  Original dimit or duplicate copy under seal of Lodge must accompany petition. Decision Grand Master approved as modified by Committee Report. 1914, pg 16, 83.
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6. Good Standing, Indebtedness on Assessments.  When an assessment by the Lodge for the purpose of retiring debt on the Lodge building has been made payable in installments over a period of years, a certificate of good standing shall, upon application, be issued to a member who has paid all installments of such assessment maturing or falling due before such application. Committee Report Adopted, 1929, pg 34, 96.

7. Accruing Dues and Assessments.  When request for dimit from a Lodge is received within a reasonable time by a Lodge issuing a certificate of good standing, although such request not received until after additional dues and as assessments were charged against the member for the ensuing year, the dimit should be granted without requiring member who was issued the certificate of good standing to pay said dues and assessments. Decision Grand Master approved. 1933, pg 20, 93.

8. Payment of Accrued Dues.  Dues for the following, or then current year, should be paid to Lodge A when a member of Lodge A receives a certificate of good standing and therefore applies for affiliation to Lodge B so late in the year that a petition could not be acted upon until January of the following year; Lodge A declining to issue dimit until dues are paid. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1933, pg 23, 133.


9. Dimit Not required if Certificate Received.  Member foreign Lodge petitioned for affiliation presenting certificate of standing. No dimit ever received. Jurisprudence Committee Report dimit not petition adopted. 1937, pg 22, 84.

10. Certificate of Good Standing.  Is issued by the Secretary without action of the Lodge if the Brother is in good standing and free from indebtedness. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1944, pg 407, 506.


11. Absent Dimit or Certificate of Good Standing Petition Cannot be Received.  Member of Lodge in Vienna, Austria, who could produce neither dimit nor certificate of good standing ineligible to petition for affiliation. Decision Deputy Grand Master approved. 1944, pg 426, 510.


12. Dimit Does Not Outlaw.  No statute of limitations runs against a dimit and a Lodge cannot refuse petition for affiliation on grounds a dimit is too ancient. Investigation Committee should inquire into bona fides of the dimit, identity of the holder and reasons for not having presented dimit sooner. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1945, pg 55, 145.


13. Dimit From Foreign Jurisdiction.  Petition for affiliation from a foreign jurisdiction cannot be received unless foreign Grand Lodge is in fraternal relationship with Grand Lodge of Washington. Decision Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 420, 534

14. Dimit from Unrecognized Foreign Jurisdiction.  It was illegal for Lodge to affiliate a petitioner upon a dimit from a Lodge of an unrecognized foreign jurisdiction and such action cannot be healed. Decision Grand Master approved. 1958, pg 439, 515.


15. Election to Membership – When Null and Void.  Grand Master ruled that a Brother was illegally elected to membership by affiliation because he was not “clear on the books of his Lodge” and that the election was “null and void” and that his petition my be received and accepted again only after receipt of a certificate of good standing or a dimit from his former Lodge with a proper investigation. Decision Grand Master approved. 1977, pg 23-24, 34.
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17.07 Dimitting.


1. Senior Warden of Lodge U.D.  Cannot Dimit. A Brother named in a dispensation for a Lodge U.D. as Senior Warden cannot dimit. He holds his office until expiration of dispensation. Decision Grand Master. 1875, pg 466.

2. Once Granted, No Reconsideration.  Refusal of a Brother to take dimit after granting of same does not affect his status as non-affiliate; Lodge at subsequent meeting cannot reconsider it’s action in granting a dimit. The brother can only become a member again by affiliation in regular way. Decision Grand Master. 1875, pg 465; 1937, pg 23, 85.

3. Dimit is Certificate of Freedom from Debt.  A Lodge which has issued a certificate of good standing and freedom from debt to a member to enable him to join in petition for a new Lodge cannot thereafter claim dues from him. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1881, pg 13, 36.


4. Private Indebtedness.  Individual indebtedness of one Brother to another no grounds for withholding dimit to one otherwise entitled to it. Decision Grand Master approved. 1911, pg 230, 312.


5. Lodge U.D. Without Seal.  A Lodge U.D. may grant a dimit, no seal being required. Decision Grand Master approved. 1915, pg 278, 339

6. Finality of Dimit.  Member orally applied to his Lodge for a dimit at a Stated Communication, which was formally granted by the Master. Before the dimit was issued and before Lodge was closed, the brother recanted and desired to recall his request. Grand Master held that dimit should be issued as decision of Master was controlling; and what remained to carry decision into effect was but performance of a ministerial act. Decision Grand Master approved. 1931, pg 17, 135.

7. Refusal to Grant Dimit – When Improper.  It was improper for a Lodge to refuse a dimit to a brother because he declined to pay for a bond to a temple association erecting a building, such association being distinct from the Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1931, pg 18, 138.


8. Irregular Proceedings Cured.  Notwithstanding that Lodge A entered petition for affiliation without receiving a Certificate of Good Standing from Lodge B; Lodge B, without authority, subsequently issued a Certificate of Good Standing accompanied by a statement that the member owed a balance on the current year’s dues. That dues balance owing was paid to Lodge B on January 2, 1932, and thereafter, Lodge A requested a dimit for the member which Lodge B refused to issue, claiming dues for 1932 had since accrued. Grand Master directed that dimit be issued. Interpretation by Committee on Jurisprudence of Grand Master’s decision adopted. 1932, pg 374, 475.

9. No Enforced Dimit.  Worshipful Master may not demand that any member of his Lodge take a dimit. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1938, pg 428, 506

10. Dimit After January 1.  Brother Dimitting after January 1 owes dues for current year, but Lodge may remit all or part of sum owing. Lodges may apportion dues for year by agreement. Decision Grand Master approved. 1941, pg 53, 103.
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11. Died Before Dimit Issued.  Man elected to membership in Lodge A died before Lodge B could issue dimit, remains listed member of Lodge B. Decision Grand Master approved. 1946, pg 393, 422.


12. No Dimit for Master.  Dimit could not be issued to, nor could a deposed Worshipful Master request one, prior to substantiating reason for removal from office and until cause had been heard by Lodge or Grand Master’s Trial Committee. Decision Grand Master approved. 1965, pg 47, 126.


13. Only Member Can Request Dimit.  A father cannot request a dimit for his son. Decision Grand Master approved. 1976, pg 45, 54.

14. Only Member Can Request Dimit.  A dimit cannot be requested under Power of Attorney by a second party. Decision Grand Master approved. 1976, pg 45, 54.
17.08 Duplicate Dimit.


1. Lost Grand Lodge Dimit.  In Lieu of Grand Lodge dimit issued to a member of Lodge whose charter had been surrendered, a letter of permission or certificate was issued to a Lodge authorizing the reception of a petition on proof of the identity of the member. Decision Grand Master approved. 1911, pg 230, 312.

17.11 Plural Memberships.


1. When Foreign Jurisdiction Excludes Dual Membership.  Application for dual membership from Master Mason of a foreign Jurisdiction which does not sanction dual membership cannot be received by Lodge of this Jurisdiction. Decision Grand Master approved. 1934, pg 366, 461.


2. When Dual Membership Disqualifies for Office.  Member holding dual membership is not qualified to fill duties of an office which might compel him to act as Master in two Lodges at one time. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1935, pg 23, 133.


3. Form of Petition.  A Brother erroneously petitioned for affiliation, intending to ask for dual membership. Committee reported after due investigation. Grand Master held that ballot for dual membership could proceed without further delay for investigation. Decision Grand Master approved. 1938, pg 427, 505.


4. Dropping of Dual Member N.P.D. in Foreign Jurisdiction.  One holding dual membership in Lodge in this and in Lodge of foreign Jurisdiction who is dropped N.P.D. in that foreign Jurisdiction is considered dropped N.P.D. in this Jurisdiction. Decision Grand Master approved. 1954, pg 384, 428.

5. Procedure on Reinstatement.  A dual member dropped N.P.D. in both Lodges could not reinstate by paying his delinquency to one Lodge only but must pay his delinquencies in both Lodges. After a lapse of 24 months he must petition both Lodges and receive a favorable ballot in each. Only after reinstatement in both Lodges may he obtain a dimit from either or both. Decision Grand Master Approved. 1956, pg 428, 534.
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6. Expulsion in Foreign Jurisdiction.  Expulsion after trial in foreign Jurisdiction for conduct recognized as Masonic offense by our law constitutes expulsion from dual membership in this Jurisdiction. Decision Grand Master approved. 1957, pg 45, 182.

17.12 Life Memberships.


1. Retiring Master.  This Chapter does not prevent a Lodge from voting a life membership to a retiring Master in recognition of his services. Decision Grand Master approved. 1959, pg. 54, 219.

2. Subject to Grand Lodge Per Capita.  Life membership plans, whether individual Lodge or Grand Lodge, as provided in the W.M.C., are plans initiated for the purpose of enabling a member to pay his dues through interest proceeds from a sum invested in perpetuity. A life membership plan, therefore, becomes another method of the payment of dues. As such, W.M.C. Sec. 17.12 (3), paragraph M applies; which further makes the individual member subject to provisions of Sec. 7.03 and 7.05, as pertains to Grand Lodge per capita and Masonic Home Fund assessments. Decision Grand Master approved. 1988, pg.  44, 51-55.


3. Fees Not Returnable if Membership Is Lost.  Grand Master ruled that, in case of loss of membership by expulsion of an endowed life member, the fee cannot be returned to the individual or his family. Decision Grand Master approved. 1989, pg 42, 53.


4. That a Lodge may not transfer an Endowed Life Membership purchased by the Lodge to the member. 2007,  pg. 41.

17.13 Honorary Membership.


1. Rescinding Honorary Membership.  Lodge has right to rescind its action in electing a member to honorary membership at any time. Decision Grand Master to contrary disapproved. 1894, pg 14, 52, 55.

2. Life Membership

(A) This Chapter has no bearing on granting of life memberships by constituent Lodges.

(B) Provision of this Chapter as to one month’s notice does not cover election of member to life membership.

Opinion Jurisprudence Committee. 1928, pg 470, 475.
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3. Honorary Membership – Rights and Obligations.  

(A) Honorary membership conferred by Mason’s own Lodge is an honorary title which does not affect the status of the member in that Lodge, adding no rights or obligations, which title the Lodge may recall at any time;

(B) If conferred on member of another Lodge it vests in the brother all of the rights of membership in the conferring Lodge except right to vote, and incurs obligations therein which cannot be repudiated or laid aside;

(C) Such membership in other than a Mason’s own Lodge can only be severed by demission or expulsion;

(D) The dimit from such membership should clearly be marked upon its face:”Honorary.”

Decision Grand Master approved. 1945, pg 44, 145.

4. Number of Lodges.  There is no limit to the number of Lodges in which one may be elected an honorary member. Decision Grand Master approved. 1953, pg 48, 91.


5. Grand Lodge Dues.  A Lodge need not pay Grand Lodge dues on an honorary member unless he is also an active member of that Lodge. Decision grand Master approved. 1953, pg 48, 91.

6. Lodge Dues.  An honorary member need not pay dues unless he is also an active member of the Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1953, pg 48, 91.

7. Honorary Past Master.  By provision relating to election of honorary member does not apply to election of honorary Past Master. Decision Grand Master approved. 1959, pg 53, 219.

17.14 Non Payment of Dues (N.P.D.)


1. Vote of the Lodge Not Required.  It is not permissible for Lodge to adopt a by-Law requiring that no member shall be dropped N.P.D. unless and until dropped by vote of the Lodge Grand Master approved. 1930, pg 335.


2. Time Limit.  Action of Grand Master approving a By-Law of a Lodge dropping a member N.P.D. who was indebted to the Lodge for a sum greater than one year’s dues as of the close of the regular communication of that Lodge next preceding the Stated Meeting for the annual election of officers was disapproved on recommendation of the Committee on By-Laws. 1931, pg 119. (See also W.M.C. Sec. 17.18

3. Remission of dues, When Permitted.  Remission of dues may be voted at the meeting when names of those delinquent and in danger of being dropped are read or at a previous meeting. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1932, pg 373, 474.

4. Not Required to Pay Remitted Dues.  A member is not required to pay dues remitted by Lodge, though it would be commendable for member to do so if able. Decision Grand Master approved. 1933, pg 19, 93.
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5. Who Can Remit Dues.  Master and committee cannot remit sues of delinquent members; that power rests solely in the Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1940, pg 503, 491.


6. No Blanket Extension of Time for Payment of Dues.  Grand Master disapproved By-Law granting every member a blanket extension of one year for payment of dues prior to being dropped from roll as contrary to W.M.C. Sec. 17.14, which requires Lodge to pass upon each individual case for the remission of dues or the extension of time for payment. Action Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 383, 552.


7. Sharing Dues Upon Change of Membership.  Dues are payable in advance and become property of Lodge when paid. Lodge is not obligated to share dues with another Lodge when a Brother changes his membership to another Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 419, 534.

8. Remission of Dues.  Dues can be remitted only by motion or resolution that the dues of a certain Brother or Brothers for a specific year or years be remitted. Adoption of motion that sick Brothers be carried on indigent list does not constitute remission of dues. Decision Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 432, 534.

9. Increase of Dues After Advance Payment.  Notwithstanding a Brother has prepaid his dues beyond the current year, he is still subject to an increase of dues for the subsequent year, and his failure to pay such increase will subject him to being dropped under W.M.C. Sec. 1714. Decision Grand Master approved. Pg 436, 515. Decision Grand Master approved. 1981, pg 26, 40.

17.18 Assessments and Loans.

1. Dropping for Failure to Pay Void Assessment.  One cannot be dropped for failure to pay an assessment which was void because levied without notice is violation of W.M.C. Sec. 21.02. Decision Grand Master approved. 1957, pg 47, 182.


2. Dropping for Failure to Pay Assessment.  Dropping for failure to pay assessment should be handled in the same manner as dropping for non-payment of dues. Decision Grand Master approved. 1957, pg 47, 182.

3. Assessment on Life Members.  Lodge may validly levy assessment against one who has purchased a life membership. Decision Grand Master approved. 1957, pg 47, 182.

17.19 Status After Membership Lapse.


1. Defunct Lodge.  Grand Lodge having remitted a member’s dues to defunct Lodge, restored rights and privileges of Masonry and directed Grand Secretary issue him a certificate of restoration. Resolution adopted. 1884, pg53.
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2. Status Follows Law of Jurisdiction.  The status in this Jurisdiction of a Mason of a Foreign Jurisdiction who has been suspended for N.P.D. is the same as in the Jurisdiction where suspended. Decision Grand Master approved. 1897, pg 160, 185.


3. Irregular Participation in Lodge Work.  That a Brother who has been dropped N.P.D. acted as a teller at election did not violate election. Decision Grand Master approved. 1897, pg 159, 185.


4. Masonic Burial.  Masons dropped N.P.D. not barred from Masonic burial. Decision Grand Master concurred in.


5. No Dues in Interim.  Member dropped N.P.D. not chargeable with dues for time between dates of dropping and application for reinstatement. Decision Grand Master approved. 1902, pg 22, 52.


6. When Erroneously Dropped.  Member erroneously dropped N.P.D. should be restored to roll when error discovered without requiring payment of dues then standing against him. Dec. Grand Master approved. 1902, pg 22,52.


7. Dropped N.P.D.  A Master Mason dropped from the rolls N.P.D. ceases to be a member of a Lodge, but is entitled to rights and privileges of Masonry as unaffiliated Mason without dimit. Decision Grand Master to contrary disapproved. 1917, pg 16, 63, 64.

8. Visitation.  Member dropped N.P.D. may visit Lodge if there is no objection and he participates in none of the rights or privileges. Decision Grand Master approved. 1931, pg 18, 135.


9. A Deceased Brother (N.P.D.) Cannot Be Restored.  A deceased Brother, dropped N.P.D. during his lifetime, cannot be restore to membership by the Lodge. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1943, pg 27, 79.

10. Affiliation After 24 Months.  After 24 months, member dropped N.P.D. may petition for affiliation using certificate as provided in W.M.C. Sec. 17.20, in lieu of dimit. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1945, pg 46, 47, 145.

11. Charter Member of Lodge.  Member’s status as charter member of Lodge has no bearing on his rights relative to reinstatement or affiliation following being dropped N.P.D. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1945, pg 46, 145.


12. Dues After 24 Months.  Member dropped N.P.D. applying for reinstatement of affiliation after 24 months owes Lodge only dues owed when dropped, plus current dues. Lodge erred in carrying him on the books and paying per capita tax after dropping him. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1945, pg 46, 145; Reaffirmed 1949, pg 53, 174-175.


13. Return of Fees Upon Death.  Where Brother dropped N.P.D. petitioned for reinstatement but died prior to report and ballot, Grand Master ordered petition and fees returned to personal representative. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1945, pg 56, 145.


14. Erroneously Dropped.  Members of the Armed forces erroneously dropped for N.P.D. (contrary to established practice of Lodge to remit dues of men in service) can be restored to roll by paying to Grand Lodge per capita fees without necessity of ballot even though more than 24 months have elapsed. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1946, pg 395, 442.
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15. Eligibility For Restoration.  A member convicted of a crime and sentenced to the penitentiary was thereafter dropped N.P.D. but no cognizance was taken by the Lodge of the criminal act. He is eligible to present his petition for restoration. Decision Grand Master approved. 1949, pg 50, 174-175.


16. Objection to Reinstatement.  One who, within 24 months of being dropped N.P.D. pays the amount required by this Section is automatically restored to membership, not-withstanding an objection made to his reinstatement. Decision Grand Master approved. 1954, pg 381, 428.


17. Procedure For Reinstatement.  A dual member dropped N.P.D. in both Lodges could not reinstate by paying his delinquency to one Lodge only, but must pay his delinquencies to both Lodges. After a lapse of 24 months, he must petition both Lodges and receive a favorable vote in each. Only after reinstatement in both Lodges may he receive a dimit from either or both. Decision Grand Master approved. 1956, pg428, 534.

18. Membership not Acquired by Irregular Procedure.  A Brother dropped N.P.D. for more than 24 months and irregularly restored to membership upon his written request, as provided under W.M.C. Sec. 17.19, does not thereby obtain membership. He must petition under provisions of W.M.C. Sec. 17.03 and 17.04. Decision Grand Master approved. 1959, pg 55, 219.


19. Reinstatement of Deceased Brother.  Member was dropped N.P.D. in 1924 and it was alleged improper application of W.M.C. Sec. 17.16, the Brother being mentally incompetent at the time. Grand Master held that it would be improper after long lapse of time to attempt to correct error, if any existed. Decision Grand Master approved. 1964, pg 367, 592-593.


20. Member Reported Dropped N.P.D. Erroneously.  Since error had never previously been reported to Grand Secretary, it was held that the Brother could be reported reinstated to continuous membership status, provided proof of error was supplied to Grand Secretary. Decision Grand Master approved. 1964, pg 367, 592-593.

17.22 Length of  Membership Recognition.


1. Active Affiliation.  Only years of active affiliation with a Lodge may be calculated in determining eligibility for recognition under this Section. Decision Grand Master approved. 1937, pg 23, 85.


2. Certificate of Secretary Final.  Certificate of Secretary of Lodge as to standing of a Brother not to be impeached by affidavit of said Brother. Decision Grand Master approved. 1941, pg 52, 103.


3. 50 Years, How Calculated.  Time out on a dimit cannot be counted in calculating 50 years’ membership in a symbolic Lodge. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1944, pg 425, 510.
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4. 50 Years, How Calculated.  One dropped N.P.D. and restored six years later cannot “bridge” the gap in his membership by payment of dues for the years in which he was unaffiliated. Decision Grand Master approved. 1954, pg 383, 428.


5. Proof of 50 Years’ Membership.  Burden of proving 50 year membership is upon the brother applying for recognition. Decision Grand Master approved. 1958, pg 436, 515.


6. 50 Years, How Calculated.  Where a Lodge has forfeited its charter which was later restored, period of forfeiture could not be included in computing 50 years’ membership. Decision Grand Master approved. 1959, pg 52, 219.
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CHAPTER 18

18.01 Prerequisite to Initiation.


1. Dispensation – When Necessary to Confer Degrees.  A Lodge cannot grant request of a foreign Lodge to confer the three Degrees upon a candidate elected by the latter, who had removed to Jurisdiction of local Lodge, without a Special Dispensation from Grand Master. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1891, pg 339, 365, 373.

2. Perpetual Jurisdiction – Rejected Foreign Material.  Washington Lodge may accept petitioner having all qualifications under our law although rejected by a foreign Lodge, without a waiver from latter, as we do not recognize claim by foreign Grand Lodge of perpetual jurisdiction over its rejected material. 1892, pg 30, 31; 1912, pg 13, 95; 1945, pg 55, 145.


3. Untimely Election.  An applicant, notwithstanding an untimely election, who has received the Degrees of Entered Apprentice and Fellow Craft in a regular Lodge is, to all intents and purposes, a F.C. and entitled to all rights and privileges of that Degree. Decision Grand Master approved. 1905, pg 24, 73.

4. Dispensation – Foreign Material.  Grand Master granted dispensation to a Lodge to receive a petition for degrees from Material of an Idaho Lodge, the latter having waived Jurisdiction with approval of the grand Master of Idaho. Decision Grand Master disapproved. 1917, pg 13, 63, 65.

5. Ex-Soldier.  An ex-soldier must acquire necessary residence before petitioning for degrees. Decision Deputy Grand Master approved. 1923, pg 31, 137.


6. Foreign Material.  One elected in foreign Jurisdiction but who has never received any of the Degrees and has now removed to our Jurisdiction and established Masonic residence, may petition our Lodge for the Degrees. Decision Grand Master approved. 1948, pg 393, 516.


7. Ineligible Petitioner.  The petitioning, election, initiation, passing, raising, and enrolling of a man ruled null and void because the Lodge had full knowledge that he was suspended from a Lodge in another Jurisdiction prior to their action. Decision Grand Master approved. 1978, 28, 41.
18.02 Qualification.

1. Definition: Dotage.  Dotage is weakness or imbecility of mind or understanding caused by old age which renders person incapable of understanding the ordinary affairs of life. Decision Grand Master approved. 1906, pg 16b, 80.


2. Religious Affiliations.  While proper investigating committee to inquire into petitioner’s religious affiliation, his religion is not to be a consideration in weighing his worth as a man so long as he believes in the existence of a Supreme Being. Decision Grand Master approved. 1924, pg 305, 412.
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3. Inability to Become Proficient.  Petitioner of foreign birth was initiated as an E.A. in a Washington Lodge but never able to advance to F.C. because of inability to become proficient. He moved to foreign Jurisdiction and sought conferring of subsequent

Degrees upon him by courtesy in foreign Jurisdiction Lodge. Grand Master instructed Lodge of this Jurisdiction that it could have candidate posted in foreign Jurisdiction Lodge and then arrange to have Degrees conferred by courtesy; but Grand Master advised Washington Lodge that it should be slow to do this as candidate’s qualification to proceed were very doubtful; and that Washington Lodge might desire to reserve to its members the decision as to his advancing as long as he was a member of the Lodge; but Lodge could issue the E.A. a certificate as provided under W.M.C. Sec. 17.10 but the same should recite why candidate had not advanced in Washington Lodge. It is then up to foreign Lodge to whom he then presents the certificate to determine his Masonic destiny under law of the foreign Jurisdiction. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1945, pg 55, 148.
18.03 Sole Test.


1. Lodge Sole Judge of Physical Disability.  Grand Master ruled that where one candidate had lost his right thumb, a second had lost his right arm between the shoulder and elbow and used an artificial arm, and a third was afflicted with arthritis and unable to walk more than a very short distance, in each case determining eligibility to petition is solely within the Jurisdiction of the constituent Lodge. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1945, pg 54, 145.

2. Infantile Paralysis and Artificial Limbs . It is the function of the Lodge to determine whether or not the petitioner:

(A) Afflicted with infantile paralysis; or

(B) Fitted with artificial limbs, can reasonably conform to the requirements of the Degrees.

Decision Grand Master approved. 1946, pg 394, 442.

3. Deformed Right Hand.  It is for the Lodge to determine whether petitioner who has a deformed right hand so that he cannot meet grip requirements without assistance is eligible for the degrees. Decision Grand Master approved. 1954, pg 44, 147.


4. Lodge Must Decide.  Lodge must decide whether one who can only distinguish light from dark is physically qualified. Decision Grand Master approved. 1954, pg 382, 428.


5. Maimed Right Hand.  It is for Lodge to determine whether a petitioner who has a maimed right hand with only the fifth finger remaining is eligible for the degrees. Decision Grand Master approved. 1958, pg 439, 515.
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18.04 State Wide (Concurrent) Jurisdiction.


1. Masonic Service Bureau May List Candidates.  Grand Master ruled that Masonic Service Bureau may list the names of candidates for Degrees but must withhold from publication results of ballots. Decision Grand Master approved as amended. 1970, pg 51, 75.

18.05 Residence Requirement.

1. Itinerant Pastor.  A pastor of a church who lives in the Jurisdiction of one Lodge part of the year and removes to Jurisdiction of another Lodge balance of the year lacks residence qualification to petition either Lodge. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1896, pg 18, 63.


2. Prerequisite to Restoration.  When a resident of another Jurisdiction petitions and is elected to receive Degrees in a Lodge of this Jurisdiction and is, thereafter expelled on account of false statements as to his residence, he cannot be restored until he becomes possessed of prerequisites to his petitioning for degrees. Decision Grand Master approved. 1927, pg 29, 178.


3. Temporary Employment.  A man temporarily employed at Grand Coulee Dam may properly petition a Lodge of his permanent residence for membership. Decision Grand Master approved. 1937, pg 29, 178.

4. Temporary Employment.  A man temporarily employed in war work does not lose his Masonic residence. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1946, pg 394, 442.

5. Residence.  Civilian employee of War Department stationed overseas but temporarily visiting his parents in Hoquiam is not eligible to petition Hoquiam Lodge even though he has always claimed Hoquiam as his place of residence. Decision Grand Master approved. 1949, pg 49, 174-175.
18.08 Exception to Half-Year Residence.  


1. With Definite Residence.  Petition of seafaring man having a definite place of residence outside the Jurisdiction cannot be received. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1895, pg 155, 203.

2. Steam Boating on Puget Sound.  Seafaring man four years at sea, claiming no place of residence engaging in service on Puget Sound steamers for five months, lacks residence qualifications to petition for degrees. Decision Grand Master approved. 1901, pg 197, 231.


3. Seafaring Man – Definition.  “Seafaring Man” in our law applies only to a man without a definite place of residence but whose home is on board ship, navigating either salt or fresh water. 1895, pg 155, 203; 1897, pg 449; 1901, pg 197, 231; 1917, pg 16, 63; 1939, pg 39, 168.
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4. Who is Not a Seafaring Man.  A twenty year resident of this state, who spent the last four months at Longview while employed on river steamers traveling regularly between Portland and Astoria, whose previous residence was Walla Walla, does not come under provisions of W.M.C. Sec. 18.08; further, he is no longer Masonically resident in Walla Walla and he has not acquired Masonic residence in Longview. Committee Report adopted. 1924, pg 303, 412.


5. Students Defined.  Person “working in the mines in Idaho” not a student. Decision Grand Master approved. 1927, pg 28, 178.

6. Seafaring Men With Residence.  A seafaring man with established residence ashore, in a foreign Jurisdiction, is not eligible for degrees in this Jurisdiction. Decision Grand Master approved. 1928, pg 386, 444.


7. Exemption as to Residence.  A petitioner after discharge from military service is not eligible for Degrees under W.M.C. 18.08. Decision Grand Master approved. 1930, pg 334.


8. Lighthouse Keeper.  A man in the lighthouse service is not a seafaring man. Decision Grand Master approved. 1937, pg 23, 85.


9. U.S.A. Reserve Officers. A Reserve Officer in the U.S. Army is not within provision of W.M.C. Sec. 18.08. Decision Grand Master approved. 1938, pg 428, 506.

10. Essential Meaning of Chapter.  This Chapter means a man who actually lives on shipboard and has no other home. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1930. pg 39. 168.


11. Foreign Armed Service.  Waiver of requirement of one Year’s residence does not apply to petitioners enlisted in foreign armed service. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1943, pg 28, 79.


12. Petitioner in Armed Force.  A petitioner in the Armed Forces stationed in Texas and not a resident of the State of Washington not eligible to petition Lodge in this Jurisdiction. Ruling Deputy Grand Master approved. 1944, pg 427, 511.


13. Foreign Resident in Armed Forces Stationed In Washington State.  A petitioner residing in Arizona, but who had been in U.S. Navy for more than six months and now stationed is Seattle; Grand Master ruled he was eligible to petition Seattle Lodge for the Degrees. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1945, pg 52, 145.


14. Length of Time at Station Immaterial.  Petitioner who has been in U.S. Naval or military service more than six months is eligible under this Chapter to petition any Lodge having jurisdiction over the place where he is stationed without regard to length of time he has been stationed there. Grand Master felt it was intention of W.M.C. to permit petitioner to apply to place of his station at any time regardless of length of his stay prior to petitioning so long as he had been in the service more than the required six months. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1945, pg 52, 145.


15. Petitioner’s Good Faith Concerning Residence.  Residence of a man in military service primarily a matter of intention gleaned from facts relative to his place of residence at time of entering service and considering location of his wife and family, his belongings and other facts. The matter of the petitioner’s good faith is one for the Investigating Committee to consider. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1945, pg 52, 145.
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16. Member of Coast Guard Not Stationed In Lodge’s Jurisdiction.  A member of the Coast Guard could not petition a Tacoma Lodge because his ship was not stationed there, nor was his residence established in that city. Decision Grand Master approved. 1946 pg 394, 442.

17. Petition to Lodge Other Than Where Stationed.  A soldier not originally a resident of this state who was transferred from outside this jurisdiction to a station in Portland, Oregon, but who thereupon took living accommodations in Vancouver, Washington, is not eligible to petition a Vancouver Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1950, pg 414-415, 568.


18. Petition to Lodge Where Stationed.  A soldier in the service six months and stationed in this Jurisdiction could petition the Lodge where he was stationed. Decision Grand Master approved. 1950, pg 414-415, 568.

19. Jurisdiction Not Lost.  The jurisdiction of a Lodge over material not lost by entry into military or naval service of U.S. Decision Grand Master approved. 1918, pg 209, 289; 1943, pg 28-29, 79; 1950, pg 414, 468.

20. Masonic Residence Not Altered by Service.  Rulings made by several Grand Masters that a resident of a given place in this Jurisdiction does not lose his Masonic residence by reason of absence in military service, as he is considered “temporarily absent from home;” and he is qualified to petition a Lodge of his place of residence in this Jurisdiction. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1945 pg51, 145; 1946, pg396, 442; 1951, pg 45, 147.


21. Loss of Jurisdiction.  Military serviceman stationed in Florida petitioned Washington Lodge nearest his preceding, established Masonic Residence. He later purchased a home in Florida with intention of making it his permanent residence. Jurisdiction of Washington Lodge nevertheless continues for six months thereafter. Decision Grand Master approved. 1959, pg 54, 219.

22. Loss of Jurisdiction.  Ruled that member of the military service who had not lived in this Jurisdiction for the year prior to petitioning a Washington Lodge and who left area before action could be taken on his petition not eligible to petition for Degrees. Decision Grand Master approved. 1970, pg 45, 69-70.

18.09 Petition.


1. Signing by Mark.  Petitioner for affiliation unable to sign name due to physical infirmity may make mark witnesses by two members of the Lodge, signing as such, and so certified by secretary of the Lodge, under seal. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1936, pg 408, 460.


2. Loans by Lodge to Perspective Candidates Improper.  Decision Grand Master approved. 1940, pg 503, 591.


3. Petition Must be signed by Petitioner Personally.  Signature by agent or attorney-in-fact is insufficient. Decision Grand Master approved. 1944, pg 407, 506.
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4. Who Can Sign Petition.  There is no law that would prohibit a petitioner from naming men as references that also would be asked to sign the petition. Decision Grand Master approved. 1978, pg 28, 45.
18.11 Fees.


1. Fees – When the Property of the Lodge.  Fees accompanying petition become the property of the Lodge only when the candidate has been accepted. Decision Grand Master adopted as modified by Jurisprudence Committee. 1894, pg 14, 52, 55, 72.


2. Fees Chargeable, Notwithstanding Waiver.  A Lodge conferring F.C. and M.M. Degrees must charge prescribed fees, notwithstanding the fees of the Lodge which waived jurisdiction. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1898, pg 11, 44.


3. Fees From Foreign Material.  The petition of an E.A. from Foreign Jurisdic-tion for Degrees of F.C. and M.M. in this Jurisdiction must be accompanied with sum prescribed by By-Laws of the Lodge here. No credit can be given because of full pay-ment to his mother Lodge for Degrees. Decision Grand Master approved. 1901, pg 196, 231.






4. No Division.  Where Lodge has elected and conferred Degrees on Material of another Lodge, Grand Master has no authority to direct division of fees between Lodges. Committee Report approved. 1926, pg 277, 365.

5. Holding Check for Fees Improper.  Secretary of Lodge reprimanded by Grand Master for holding check of petitioner until after vote on petition. Action Grand Master approved. 1940, pg 496, 503, 591.


6. W.M.C. Chapter Takes Precedence Over Lodge By-Laws.  By-Laws of a Lodge cannot modify provision of this Chapter. Decision Grand Master approved. 1941, pg 56, 103.


7. Contribution to George Washington Memorial.  Where petitioner was elected and received E.A. Degree before effective date of legislation requiring contribution of $1.00 to George Washington Masonic Memorial, the fact that he received subsequent Degrees after such effective date does not render him liable for such contribution. Decision Grand Master approved. 1955, pg 31, 143.


8. Initiation Fee Separate from Dues.  Grand Master disapproved Lodge By-Law which provided that initiation fee (the minimum permitted under W.M.C. Sec. 18.11) should include two year’s dues. Action Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 384, 552.

9. Effective Date of Increase in Minimum Fee.  Increase in minimum fee for the Degrees to $50.00 became effective June 23, 1955, and such amount is to be collected on all petitions first read in Lodge on or after that date, not withstanding any Lodge By-Law which might specify a lower fee. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 419, 534.
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18.14 Waiver to Another Grand Jurisdiction.


1. Waiver Solely Lodge Matter – Grand Master Lacks Power to Grant Waiver.  The waiver of jurisdiction over material is peculiarly and solely within the province of the Lodge. It alone has the legal right to grant or refuse to grant a waiver. The Grand Master has no power to determine the matter nor is his dispensation necessary for a Lodge to act. 1883, pg 342; 1895, pg 155, 203; 1896, pg 19, 63; 1901, pg 196, 231; 1906, pg 20, 81; 1923, pg 33, 138, 157.
18.15 Waiver to Complete the Degrees.


1. E.A. From Foreign Jurisdiction.  Dispensation unnecessary for a Lodge to advance a brother initiated in Lodge of another Jurisdiction; the brother’s home Lodge having waived jurisdiction, he must now petition the Washington Lodge for advancement and submit to ballot in same manner as other petitioners. Decision Grand Master approved. 1896, pg 19, 63.


2. Procedure After Receiving Waiver and Permission.  Until it receives waiver and permission, Lodge petitioned has no jurisdiction. After these are received, petition must be read in Lodge, an investigating committee appointed and their report received, and the ballot spread, all as required under W.M.C. Sec. 19.01. Ballot taken at the same Communication when waiver and permission are received is illegal. Decision Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 432, 534.


3. Failure to Receive Waiver.  In the case of an Entered Apprentice from another Jurisdiction wishing to continue his progress through the remaining Degrees who had not received authorization for courtesy work or a waiver despite two year’s correspondence between the respective Grand Lodges, Grand Master ruled that the Washington Lodge may receive a petition for remaining Degrees. Decision Grand Master approved. 1991, pg 31, 41.
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CHAPTER 19

19.01 Action Upon A Petition.


1. Investigation, Examination Essential.  Strict examination as to character and standing a prerequisite to admitting a Mason to membership. Decision Grand Master approved. 1863, pg 263, 309.


2. Character of Petitioner for Affiliation.  Lodge must provide means necessary for obtaining all information respecting character of applicants, under penalty of suspension or forfeiture of charter for refusal to perform it duty, or willful neglect of it. Decision Grand Master approved. 1863, pg 263, 309.


3. Avouchment of Affiliate Necessary.  A non-affiliate cannot petition and be received into a Lodge without due examination of lawful information. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1892, pg 33, 55, 69.


4. Age of Dimit.  The number of years during which a brother was a dimitted Mason does not necessarily imply that the Brother is not worthy to affiliate. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1893. pg 354, 382.


5. Balloting Out of Time.  Decision of Grand Master not to grant dispensation to ballot on petition out of time concurred in and commended as a precedent. Committee Report adopted. 1894, pg 34.

6. Basis of Committee’s Report.  The favorable recommendation of investigation commit may be based upon any reliable information in regard to petitioner’s Masonic qualifications. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1895, pg 152, 203.
7. Time of Report – No Exception by Dispensation.  Grand Master has no authority to authorize reception of report of investigating committee by dispensation in less time than that prescribed by W.M.C. Sec. 19.01. Decision Grand Master approved. 1899. pg 338, 368.

8. Ballot Improper – When.  A vote on whether or not to receive a petition is improper. The Worshipful Master should refer it to a committee unless he knows petitioner disqualified. Opinion Grand Master approved. 1899, pg 340, 386.

9. Ineligibility Precludes Ballot.  Ballot on petition for degrees unnecessary when petitioner is ineligible, notwithstanding that ineligibility was not ascertained until report of investigating committee received. Decision Grand Master approved. 1902, pg 21, 52.


10. Dispensation, Refused.  Grand Master refused to grant dispensation to receive petition of candidate, ballot, and confer E.A. Degree on the same evening. Decision Grand Master approved. 1906, pg 18, 81.


11. Dispensation, Refused.  Grand Master refused to grant dispensation to act on petition of seafaring man on same evening as presented. Decision Grand Master approved. 1909, pg 18, 79.

12. No Secret Committee.  A Master has no authority to appoint a secret investigating committee, and a majority of the investigating committee must sign the report. Decision Grand Master approved. 1919, pg 415, 465.
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13. Investigating Religious Affiliation.  Religious affiliation, although proper subject for inquiry by investigating committee, should not be a consideration in weighing his worth as a man, so long as he believes in the existence of a Supreme Being. Decision Grand Master approved. 1924, pg 305, 412.

14. Action of Lodge Upon Petition – When Void.  Where a Lodge receives a petition of affiliation and votes on it at the same communication, the action is void. Decision Grand Master approved. 1930, pg 334.


15. Time of Reporting – Withdrawal of Petition.  Investigating committee should report within a reasonable time lapse of four weeks and Worshipful Master has power to insist on report and ballot any time after four weeks; petition cannot be withdrawn except for causes set forth in W.M.C. Sec. 19.03. Decision Grand Master approved. 1932, pg 374, 474.


16. Discharging Investigating Committee.  It is the prerogative of the Master to discharge the investigating committee for failing to function within a reasonable time and to appoint a new committee. Decision Grand Master approved. 1933, pg 19, 90.

17. Residence Immaterial.  A former member of Chelan Valley Lodge No. 118 received a dimit in 1931 and subsequently moved to Oregon. After the passage of more than one year, Oregon Lodge refused to receive petition for affiliation on grounds that Oregon sets a one year time limit on dimits. Grand Master informed Lodge that he might apply to be restored to good standing in Chelan Valley Lodge No. 118, notwithstanding his Oregon residence, and afterward apply for a dimit and be in good standing to apply in Oregon. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1935, pg 23, 133.

18. Setting Aside By-Laws.  Grand Master has no power to set aside By-Laws of Lodge and allow it to meet out of time on a date other than fixed in By-Laws for Stated Communication to allow bills and receive and ballot on petitions. Action Grand Master to contrary disapproved. 1937, pg 26, 86.

19. Who May Not Investigate Petitioner.  Brethren who sign petition are ineligible to serve on investigating committee. Decision Grand Master approved. 1944, pg 407, 506.


20. Report of Investigating  Committee.  Report should be read once, either in full or in summary form, and whether it should be read more than once is for Master to decide. Decision Grand Master approved. 1957, pg 46, 182.

21. Time for Initiation.  Candidate may receive E.A. Degree the same evening as he is elected to receive the degrees. Decision Grand Master approved. 1959, pg 24, 219.

19.02 Receiving Petition By Mistake.

1. Status on Withdrawal of Petition.  A petition having been voluntarily returned to applicant with fees, on account of ineligibility, without ever having been reported upon and without ballot, is not a rejection, and applicant can petition a Lodge having jurisdiction without reference to former petition. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1898, pg 12, 44.
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2. Ineligible Petitioner, Procedure.  The petition received from a petitioner ineligible for degrees of Masonry should be returned without ballot. Decision Grand Master approved. 1935, pg 22, 133.

19.03 Petition Withdrawal.


1. Cannot Claim Return of Fees, When.  A Brother whose advancement is stayed for cause, or fails to present himself for advancement, cannot claim a return of fees or any part thereof. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1896, pg 19, 63.


2. Withdrawal of Petition.  An applicant cannot withdraw his petition when once received by Lodge unless petition has been received by mistake as provided in W.M.C. Sec. 19.02; which chapter cannot be disregarded by the Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1901, pg 198, 231.

3. No Ballot Where Petitioner Disqualified.  A petition from one disqualified under our law must be returned without proceeding to ballot. Decision Grand Master approved. 1904, pg 15, 42, 53.


4. Withdrawal of Petition.  A petition received and read into minutes cannot then be withdrawn. Decision Grand Master approved. 1937, pg 23, 84.
19.04 Return of Fees.

1. No Remission of Fee, Property of Lodge.  A Lodge has no right to remit initiation fee; and if ballot is favorable and there is no question of jurisdiction, fee becomes property of the Lodge. Committee Report modifying decision Grand Master adopted. 1906, pg 16a, 81.


2. No Remission of Fee, Property of Lodge.  Failure of candidate to take Degree after favorable action on his petition does not entitle him to a return of initiation fee. Decision Grand Master approved. 1906, pg 16B, 80.


3. Return of Fees.  Where petitioner who had been favorably balloted upon became financially embarrassed to such an extent that extensive charitable relief might be necessitated, fee may be returned to petitioner at his request with Lodge assent without waiting for expiration of six months’ wait as required by W.M.C. Sec. 20.05. Decision Grand Master approved. 1937, pg 27, 87.


4. Fees, When Not Returned.  A Lodge may not return the fee for initiation and the contribution to the Masonic Home Fund accompanying it “…unless the petition shall have been balloted upon…” Decision Grand Master to the contrary not concurred in. 1943. pg 24-25.
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5. Return of Fees after Loss of Jurisdiction.  Material petitioned in July, 1944 while in the Jurisdiction of Washington Lodge but before investigating committee could act he moved to a foreign jurisdiction. More than six months following the reading and referring of the petition, the petitioner asked for the return of his petition and the Lodge asked permission to return him his fees. Grand Master ruled that fees could not be returned because of provisions of W.M.C. in general and rulings regarding men in the armed services. Upon recommendation of Jurisprudence Committee, Grand Lodge reversed Grand Master’s ruling on grounds that Washington Lodge had lost jurisdiction upon the expiration of six months and since fees became the property of the Lodge only after the election of a candidate to receive the Degrees, it was the duty of the Lodge to refund all fees and contributions. Ruling Grand Master disapproved. 1945, pg 58, 145.

6. Return of Fees.  Permission granted for return of fees:
(A) Candidate who died before receiving the Degrees, 

(B) Petitioner who, subsequent to his election but previous to receiving the first degree, moved to a Grand Jurisdiction which does not confer the first Degree by courtesy.

(C) A candidate who moved to a foreign Jurisdiction before being investigated or balloted upon and who has remained in that foreign jurisdiction for six months or more.

(D) A petitioner who was duly elected but was unable to take his Degrees because he was confined to an institution as a result of sickness.

Decision Grand Master approved. 1946, pg 387, 388, 443; 1949, pg 43, 169-171.

7. Return of Fees.  Permission granted for the return of fees to widow of petitioner for reinstatement who died before ballot on petition. Decision Grand Master approved. 1948, pg 380, 515.

8. Return of Fees.  Permission granted for return of fees for Second and Third Degrees (but not contribution to Masonic Home Fund) when petitioner removed from this state after receiving E.A. Degree but six months has elapsed. Decision Grand Master approved. 1948, pg 381, 515; 1949, pg 53, 174-175.

9. Return of Contribution.  Masonic Home Fund contribution was transmitted to the Grand Secretary following election of petitioner but more than six months elapsed during which he did not receive the Degrees. On re-ballot, petitioner was rejected. Permission granted to return contribution. Decision Grand Master approved. 1948, pg 392, 516.


10. Return of Contribution,  No portion of Masonic Home Fund contribution can be returned to E.A. who removed from this jurisdiction and desired to receive the remaining Degrees in a foreign jurisdiction. Decision Grand Master approved. 1948, pg 392, 516.
11. Return of Fees.  Permission granted for return of fees:
(A) Petitioner ineligible to receive Degrees.

(B) After Petition was read, petitioner became ill and money was needed to defray medical expense and the loss of salary and expenses.
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(C) After election but before receiving a Degree, petitioner removed to another city and became financially embarrassed.

Decision Grand Master approved. 1949, pg 42-45, 169-171.

12. Return of Fees.  Permission to return fees refused where petition was accepted by Lodge and petitioner removed from one city in the state to another, since the investigation could still be made and the Degrees conferred by courtesy. Decision Grand Master approved. 1949, pg 46, 172.


13. Return of Fees, Removal to Foreign Jurisdiction.  Where petitioner moved to foreign jurisdiction before Lodge received his petition and fees, they should be returned as Lodge has no jurisdiction and whether six months has lapsed is immaterial. Decision Grand Master to contrary disapproved. 1949, pg 46-47, 172-173.


14. Return of Fees.  In the absence of a legal disqualification, insanity, or death of the petitioner which prevents the degrees from being conferred, or barring the removal 

of the petitioner from this jurisdiction for over six months (as Provided under W.M.C. Sec. 19.05 and 19.06) the petition must go to ballot and the fees cannot be returned prior to the ballot. Decision Grand Master to the contrary disapproved. 1952, pg 477, 578.

15. Return of Fees with a Ballot Favorable.  After a petition has been favorably voted upon, the discretion lies with the Grand Master as to whether the circumstances do or do not justify the return of the fees, regardless of the time elapsed. Report Jurisprudence Committee adopted. 1952, pg 476, 577.


16. Return of Fees After Loss of Jurisdiction.  Because petitioner removed form jurisdiction of Lodge after Lodge had received his petition and appointed an investigating committee, the investigation was not made. Seven and one-half months after his petition was received, he requested the return of fee. Lodge lost jurisdiction at the expiration of six months following receipt of petition and the petitioner was entitled to return of fees. Decision Grand Master approved. 1954, pg 381, 428.

17. Status After Withdrawal of Petition and Return of Fees. Because a petitioner who had been elected to receive Degrees became physically disabled, he was permitted to withdraw his petition and fees were returned; upon his recovery, his status became the same as if he had never petitioned for the Degrees and he could petition any Lodge having jurisdiction. Decision Grand Master approved. 1954, pg 328, 428.

18. Return of Fees.  Permission granted to return fees in the following circumstances:

(A) Candidate died prior to receiving E.A. Degree.

(B) Prior to investigation petitioner lost his job, left jurisdiction of the Lodge and needed money for actual living expenses.

(C) Amount segregated for F.C. and M.M. Degrees; E.A. afflicted with osteomyelitis removed permanently to California for treatment, needed funds, and California declined to confer courtesy Degrees on a civilian.

Decision Grand Master approved. 1955, pg 31, 32, 33, 143, 147.
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19. Return of Fees Before Loss of Jurisdiction.  Where, after petition is received but before investigation, petitioner moves from jurisdiction, fees cannot be returned until jurisdiction is lost by the lapse of six months. Decision Grand Master approved. 1955, pg 31, 33, 143. Reaffirmed. Decision Grand Master approved. 1958, pg 438, 515.

20. Return of Fees.  Permission to return fees refused:

(A) To widow of E.A. twelve years after death.

(B) To petitioner who, before investigation, but before six months had elapsed, permanently removed to another state and six months had not elapsed since the reception of the petition.

Decision Grand Master approved. 1955, pg 31, 33, 140, 143. Reaffirmed. Decision Grand Master approved. 1958, 438, 515.

21. Return of Fees After Initiation.  If By-Laws of Lodge do not segregate the fees for Degrees, a portion cannot be returned if a brother dies after taking the E.A. Degree. Decision Grand Master approved. 1959, pg 53, 219.
22. Return of Fees and Contributions.  Grand Master refused permission to return contributions to Masonic Home Fund and George Washington Masonic National Memorial Association paid by an E.A. who died before receiving remaining Degrees. Grand Master held that such contribution became property of Grand Lodge immediately upon election of the petitioner; Grand Master further refused permission to return any part of the fees for the F.C. and M.M. Degrees where the By-Laws of the Lodge did not provide for the segregation thereof between the several Degrees. Decision Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 390, 531. 


23. When the Grand Master’s Permission for Return of Fees Unnecessary.  Where a petitioner is elected but objection is lodged under W.M.C. Sec. 20.03 and not withdrawn, it has the effect of rejection by ballot; under those circumstances it is unnecessary to obtain Grand Master’s permission to return fees and contributions. Decision Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 427, 534.

24. Return of Fees Prior to Ballot.  Petitioner was not contacted by investigating committee for three months and he then advised the Lodge Secretary he wanted to withdraw his petition. He was not entitled to return of fees and he had to submit himself to ballot. Decision Grand Master to contrary disapproved. 1959, pg 26, 211.
19.05 Residence Change Before Election.


1. Loss of Jurisdiction.  Where petitioner entered military service was transferred to another state had no family or home in jurisdiction of Lodge petitioned, and had no intention of returning there, and after six months, Lodge lost Jurisdiction. Dec. Grand Master Approved. 1956, pg 430, 534.
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19.07 Balloting.


1. Irregularity in Balloting.  Sending the ballot box out of the Lodge room to permit Tyler to vote was wrong; but the favorable result of ballot cannot be annulled on such a technicality; and a motion at subsequent meeting of Lodge to declare ballot illegal should be promptly ruled out of order. Decision Grand Master approved. 1881, pg 14-17, 36.


2. No Dispensation for Re-balloting.  When a candidate has been rejected, the Grand Master has no authority to grant permission for a re-ballot. Decision Grand Master approved. 1906, pg 16, 80


3. Clear Ballot is Final.  A clear ballot is final and cannot be spread again. Decision Grand Master approved. 1921, pg 253, 304

4. Legal Ballot.  Balloting resulting in rejection is not an illegal one because of insufficient ballots of both kinds to permit all present to vote. Decision Grand Master approved. 1924, pg304, 412.


5. When Void.  A ballot participated in by a visiting Brother is null and void, unless results indicate that the visitor’s ballot did not affect the outcome; and when so declared null and void, it is the duty of the Master to give due notice under the seal of the Lodge to the effect that, by reason of the rejection by mistake of the petition of the 

candidate for the Degrees (naming him), the ballot will be spread again on his petition at a stated communication of the Lodge, giving the date thereof. Decision Grand Master approved. 1933, pg 19, 93.

6. Use of Multiple Ballot Boxes.  More than one ballot box may be used in balloting on candidates for Degrees either by placing them on the Altar or by presenting them to the members at their seats; but each box must be identified so that members will know upon which candidate he is voting when the box is presented to him, and each box must be separately cleared and reported upon, Decision Grand Master approved. 1945, pg 54, 154.

7. Objection to Petition for Affiliation Made After Ballot Closed.  When ballot on petition for affiliation is clear and so announced by wardens, the petitioner is elected, even though the Master failed to declare the result because of an objection made to him by a member after the ballot was closed. Decision Grand Master approved. 1951, pg 46, 147.


8. Effect of Irregular Ballot.  If Master Mason votes on petitions before he takes proficiency examination and signs the By-Laws and the ballot box is not clear, there must be a re-ballot. Decision Grand Master approved. 1951, pg 43, 147-148.


9. Standing of Sponsor as Affecting Ballot.  The fact that one of the signers of a petition had been dropped N.P.D. does not void the ballot and a petition received and balloted on and rejected stands. Decision Grand Master approved. 1952, pg 482, 575.

10. Re-Ballot.  Master has right to spread a second ballot if he thinks there is a possibility of error in the first negative ballot. Decision Grand Master approved. 1959, pg 51, 219.
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19.08 No Discussion on Petition.

1. Ballot Not Valid.  In the case in which the race of the petitioner for the Degrees was stated prior to the ballot and was subsequently rejected, the Grand Master ruled that the  petition and the ballot were invalid  and the petitioner was then free to petition that Lodge or any other Lodge he might wish. Decision Grand Master approved. 1991, pg 31, 41.

19.10 Balloting Not to be Postponed.


1. Balloting By Tyler.  The door of the Lodge should not be left open at any time as an accommodation to the Tyler. However, during the program part of the meeting, upon decision of the Worshipful Master, the door may be opened as a courtesy to permit the Tyler to hear a speaker. The Tyler must remain at his station, outside the door. Decision Grand Master approved. Committee on Jurisprudence recommended disapproval of that portion of Grand Master’s ruling that Tyler could not enter the Lodge to ballot. Committee Report approved. 1976, pg 45, 54.

19.11 One Ballot For Degrees.

1. Rejection on New Ballot – Time for Re-Balloting.  Where a new ballot is taken under this chapter and the candidate is rejected, one year must expire before another ballot can be taken. Decision Grand Master approved. 1920, pg 16, 54. (See W.M.C. Sec. 19.16)

2. Candidate Who Fails to Take Degrees Within Six Months.  Lodge not being at fault, a candidate who fails to take the Degrees within six months becomes a petitioner for degrees, and Grand Master cannot grant dispensation to ballot on petition at Special Communication of Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1944, pg 408, 506.


3. Must Ballot After One Year.  After lapse of one year, even though candidate is in armed forces, re-ballot on petition is necessary; Grand Master has power only to extend original time six months. Decision Grand Master approved. 1945, pg 54, 145.


4. Re-Ballot – Investigation Unnecessary.  On re-ballot after six months it is not necessary to appoint investigating committee or have the matter lay over four weeks. Decision Grand Master. 1946, pg 336, 442.

5. New Ballot on Fellowcraft.  It is not necessary to have a new ballot on Fellow-craft who does not present himself for the Master Mason Degree if he meets the requirements of W.M.C. Sec. 19.11. Decision Grand Master. 1954, pg 383, 428.


6. Correct Procedure Necessary.  Lodge did not follow the provisions of W.M.C. Sec. 19.12 correctly; therefore the Lodge was directed to spread the ballot at the next Stated Communication. Decision Grand Master approved. 1985, pg 38, 52-53.
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19.12 Correcting Error in Ballot.


1. Time Limit; Notice Required.  When there is an effort made to correct a mistake in balloting upon candidate for Degrees by re-balloting at a subsequent Stated Communication, all members present at time of the first ballot should be notified of intention to spread second ballot, but the second ballot may be spread without waiting an additional 30 days as with a petition that had just been received by the Lodge. Decision Grand Master to the contrary disapproved. 1923, pg 33, 138.

2. Re-Ballot on Petition.  Re-balloting cannot be had on a petition despite a request for same presented at a subsequent meeting signed by all members present when rejection was voted. Decision Grand Master approved. 1927, pg 27, 178.

3. Re-Ballot on Petition.  Ruling by Grand Master not approved that a petition balloted upon and rejected, as Master of Lodge believed, by mistake, could be resubmitted at a subsequent Stated Communication provided all members present at the first balloting were notified by letter prior to the second ballot being spread. Jurisprudence Committee reported that a petition rejected by mistake or error could only be corrected by re-balloting at the same Stated Communication under the provisions of W.M.C. Sec. 19.12. Report of Jurisprudence Committee adopted. 1992, pg 32, 41.

19.13 Re-Ballot When First Degree Delayed.

1. Re-Ballot Ordered.  In the case of an Entered Apprentice who had not received his First Degree before six months had elapsed from his election, but was initiated after that time limit had expired, Lodge ordered to re-ballot on his petition before proceeding to confer the Fellowcraft Degree. Decision Grand Master approved. 1991, pg 26, 43.

19.14 Secrecy of Ballot and Penalty for Violation.  

1. Explanation of Adverse Ballot.  Master has no power to demand an explanation of unfavorable ballot on petition for degrees. Decision Grand Master approved. 1954, pg 383, 425.

2. Lodge Door Closed During Balloting.  The door of the Lodge must be closed during balloting. Decision Grand Master approved. 1976, pg 45, 54.

19.15 Petition After Rejection.


1. Notice Follows Reception of Petition.  Notice does not precede but follows reception of petition of one who has previously been rejected. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1893. pg 354, 382, 383.
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2. Duty of Rejecting Lodge.  Under W.M.C. Sec. 19.18 when a petitioner who had previously been rejected applies to another Lodge after a lapse of one year, it is the duty of any member of the rejecting Lodge who has good reason to believe the petitioner is unfit material to make the same known to his Lodge, in open Lodge. The Lodge, after considering the matter, must act upon the same and certify either its approval or disapproval of the application made to the other Lodge. The response to the second Lodge must be from the Lodge, and not a report from its Master or a committee of the Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1924, pg 305, 412.


3. Notice of Petition of One Previously Rejected.  Upon reading of petition of one previously rejected by another Lodge, formal notice must be given directly to such Lodge, requesting full information. Notice given through the medium of a bureau provided for in W.M.C. Sec. 19.15 is not sufficient. Decision Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 437, 534.
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CHAPTER 20

20.01 Rules of Conferring.


1. Degree to be Conferred at One Time.  An exception where candidate received first section of Third Degree but could proceed no further because of a physical condition, second section could be conferred at a subsequent communication. Decision Grand Master approved. 11920, pg 16, 53, 54.


2. Degree to be Conferred at One Time.  An exception where a brother reached the Eastern Gate in the Third Degree and refused to go further but later desired to take the remainder of Degree. The work could be completed, absent objection to advancement permitted under W.M.C. Sec. 20.02 and Sec. 2.03. Decision Grand Master approved. 1921, pg 252, 304.

3. Time For Initiation.  Candidate may receive First Degree on the same evening as he is elected to receive the Degrees. Decision Grand Master approved. 1959, pg 24, 219.

20.03 Objection to Initiation.


1. Ground For Objection.  An objection to candidate receiving the Degrees, “so long as present Master is in the chair…no objection to the candidate,..but to any Degree being conferred while the present Master is in the East,” not ground within the contemplation of the statute prescribing objection to advancement. Decision Grand Master and Report of Committee on Jurisprudence, which presented additional facts, concurred in. 1895, pg 152, 153.

2. Objection Absolute.  Fact that objection made to initiation of candidate appears to others to be frivolous does not impair the force of the objections, which is absolute. Opinion Grand master approved. 1899, pg 340, 368.

3. Objection by Member of Another Lodge.  Member of Lodge A placed objection with Master of Lodge B to the initiation by Lodge B of one of its candidates. Grand Master instructed Lodge B to ignore objection because:

(A) It was not an objection to advancement under W.M.C. Sec. 20.04.

(B)  It was not made in Lodge.

(C) Objection did not come from a Lodge of prior residence of E.A. or F.C.:

(D) Objection to initiation cannot be made by member of another Lodge.

Decision Grand Master approved. 1945, pg54, 145.

4. Anonymous Objection.  A Master is not required to honor an anonymous objection to initiation. Decision Grand Master approved. 1953, pg 46, 91.

5. Time for Objection.  Objection to initiation can be made at any time before candidate receives the obligation. Decision Grand Master approved. 1953, pg 46, 91.


6. Initiation of Petitioner Over Objection.  When Lodge A, over timely objection, took petitioner through the initiation ceremony, he did not become a member of Lodge A. Decision Grand Master approved. 1955, pg 34, 143.
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20.04 Objection to Advancement.

1. Objection By a Lodge.  Objections were made by the officers and members of Lodge A to the advancement of a candidate in Lodge B who had been lately a resident of the jurisdiction of Lodge A and was deemed by Lodge A to be unworthy. The Grand Master directed that the candidate not be advanced pending investigation. Decision Grand Master approved. 1883, pg 342, 360.


2. Objection Different From Adverse Ballot.  A black ball which creates an adverse ballot does not require any explanation; objection to advancement of a candidate requires an investigation report to, and vote by the Lodge on the validity of the objection. Decision of Grand Master to the contrary not concurred in; Report of Committee on Jurisprudence adopted. 1923, pg 30, 137.


3. Objection By Master.  At the end of the first section of the Entered Apprentice Degree, the Master objected to permitting the candidate to proceed further because the newly obligated E.A. appeared to be under the influence of alcohol. Grand Master held that, having taken the obligation, the candidate was subjected to Masonic discipline under W.M.C. Sec. 20.04, and procedures outlined therein should be followed. Decision Grand Master approved. 1948, pg 394, 516.

20.05 Defect After Initiation.

1. Physical Qualification After Initiation.  One who has received the E.A. and F.C. Degrees, notwithstanding that the middle finger of his right hand was missing, may be given Third Degree. Decision Grand Master approved. 1878, pg 247, 265.


2. Physical Qualification After Initiation.  An E.A. is entitled to advancement after taking Degree although near-sighted and unable to clearly distinguish position of the lights without his glasses. A defect in vision that has been or can be remedied by an optician is not sufficient to disqualify even a petitioner for the Degrees. Decision Grand Master approved. 1898, pg 13, 45.

3. Physical Qualification After Initiation.  It is proper to advance candidate when the loss of the forefinger of the right hand is not discovered until after initiation. Decision Grand Master approved. 1906, pg 16, 80.

20.06 Degree by Courtesy

1. No Right to Demand.  An E.A. has no right to demand to be advanced elsewhere than in his home Lodge. Though the latter ought to comply with any reasonable request from him in that respect. Opinion Grand Master approved. 1899, pg 339, 368.
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2. Residence Qualifications.  It is not necessary for a candidate of a foreign jurisdiction to first establish residence of one year in this Jurisdiction before a Wash-ington Lodge may confer a Degree by courtesy upon him. Decision Grand Master approved. 1900, pg 22, 63
20.08 Material of Foreign Lodge.

1. Whose Material.  An Iowa Lodge Fellowcraft requested the Master Mason Degree be conferred by a Nebraska Lodge when he became a resident in the latter State. Before Iowa Lodge could issue a waiver, he had moved to Washington Territory, where he applied to a Lodge to receive the M.M. Degree. As the brother had left Nebraska, the waiver issued by the Iowa Lodge in favor of the Nebraska Lodge was void. The brother is still material of Iowa Lodge whose permission must be secured before he can be advanced in our Lodge. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1886, 431, 478


2. Jurisdiction Over Foreign Material.  A Lodge in this Jurisdiction cannot confer the M.M. Degree upon a F.C. of a foreign Lodge against the objection of the latter, notwithstanding a residence in this Jurisdiction of several years’ standing. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1898, pg 11, 44.


3. When Charges Pending.  A Lodge of this Jurisdiction cannot receive a petition of a F.C. of a foreign jurisdiction in which charges against him are pending. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1903, 258, 311.


4. Request from Foreign Jurisdiction.  It is proper to confer the E.A. Degree by courtesy upon proper request from Grand Lodge of Texas through Grand Secretary. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1932, pg 374, 474.
20.10 Proficiency in the Degrees.


1. Proof of Proficiency – Special Meeting.  A candidate may be examined and a vote taken as to his proficiency at a special meeting. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1892, pg 33, 55.

2. Who Judges Proficiency.  The Lodge is the proper judge of proficiency of candidate seeking advancement. Decision Grand Master approved. 1900, pg 22, 63. (Note: By virtue of 1949 amendment of this section, a committee appointed by the Master of the Lodge may determine a candidate’s proficiency.)


3. When Unable to Memorize Lectures.  Grand Master has no power to waive the requirement for proficiency. If the candidate cannot receive the degrees because of his inability to memorize the lectures, the Lodge being ready, anxious and able to confer the degrees when the candidate is prepared, the Lodge is under obligation to return fees. Decision Grand Master approved. 1935, pg 23-24, 133.
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4. Dispensations.  No dispensation can be issued allowing Degree to be conferred until candidate has become proficient in the Posting Lecture of the preceding Degree. Report Committee on Jurisprudence adopted. 1938, pg 423, 504.

5. Dispensation for Degrees Out Of Time.  Requirement for proficiency must be observed in cases involving members in the armed forces receiving the Degree out of time under special dispensation. Decision Grand Master approved. 1743, pg 18, 76; 1951 pg 47, 147.

6. Waiver of Proficiency for Advancement.  Grand Master cannot waive the requirement of proficiency, and an E.A. who is unable to learn the lecture cannot be advanced. Decision Grand Master approved. 1948, pg 395, 516


7. Discipline Prior to Proficiency Examination.  A candidate who has taken the E.A. obligation is subject thereafter to discipline for any Masonic offense, whether he has taken any proficiency examination or not. Decision Grand Master to contrary disapproved. 1949, pg 53, 177-178.

8. Lapse of Time Not a Bar to Advancement.  That several years elapse before candidate becomes proficient in the F.C. Degree is not a bar to his advancement upon his attaining proficiency and no new ballot is necessary. Decision Grand Master approved. 1954, pg 383, 428.

9. Courtesy Degrees in Foreign Jurisdiction.  Where a Washington candidate receives his Third Degree, by courtesy of a foreign jurisdiction which has no proficiency requirement, his membership in Washington is complete without his becoming proficient. Decision Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 431, 534.


10. Third Degree Proficiency.  Directed Worshipful Master to withdraw his order that a Brother be dropped because he had not given his proficiency in the Third Degree. Decision Grand Master approved. 1951, pg 25, 37.
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CHAPTER 21

21.02 May Levy Assessment.


1. Receipt in Name as on Lodge Record.  Receipt for dues must be in name of member as shown by Lodge records. Decision Grand Master approved. 1907, pg 227, 305.


2. Effect When Dues Paid in Advance.  If dues are raised, the action of Lodge is not retroactive, and additional amounts for the current year cannot be collected from members who have already paid dues at the lower rate. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1932, pg 373, 474.

3. Dropping for Non-Payment of Assessment.  An assessment can be collected only in a manner provided for collection of dues; it is unlawful for a Lodge to drop a member for failure to pay assessment except as provided in W.M.C. Sec. 17.14. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1932, pg 373, 474. (See also W.M.C. Sec. 17.18)


4. Prior Notice To Members of Assessment.  Assessments cannot be voted without previous notice and a member cannot be dropped for non-payment of an assessment levied without notice. Decision Grand Master approved. 1954, pg 383, 428.


5. Assessments Are Not Dues.  Levy of assessment to pay floating indebtedness is not an increase in dues and may be validly laid against the members, even though one or more of them has a paid up dues card for the year. Decision Grand Master approved. 1957, pg 47, 182.


6. Assessment on Life Members.  Lodge may validly levy assessment against one who has purchased a life membership. Decision Grand Master approved. 1957, pg 47, 182.
21.04 Funds Not To Be Distributed.

1. Remission of Debt.  When Lodge remitted payment of a note a member owed a Lodge, Grand Master held that action to be in violation of this chapter W.M.C However, Grand Lodge did not approve the decision of the Grand Master but decided that money loaned by a Lodge could be remitted unless that money was loaned for the purpose of paying Lodge fees for Degrees. 1919, pg 415, 465.


2. Fraud by Visitor.  Lodge funds cannot be used to reimburse member of Lodge who endorsed a worthless bank draft of visitor. Decision Grand Master approved. 1928, pg 385, 444.

21.05 Real Property.


1. Trust Company Not to Hold Title.  A Lodge may not adopt By-Laws which permit the Lodge to designate as trustee a separate corporation to hold title to Lodge’s real property in trust. Committee on By-Laws report adopted. 1928, pg 488.
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2. Authority of Trustees.  Worshipful Master, Senior Warden and Junior Warden, acing as trustees of the Lodge, may sell, lease, or dispose of real property on such terms as they may deem advisable by vote of a majority of the members present at a 
Stated Communication of the Lodge, provided that due notice of at least four weeks has been given Lodge members of such contemplated action. Specific instructions may be imposed by vote of two-thirds of the members of the Lodge present at a Stated Meeting following such due notice of the contemplated action. Decision Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 420, 634.

3. Notice.  Notice required by this section may be given either by announcement at a Stated Communication or by mail. Decision Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 429, 534.
21.06 Borrowing for building Purposes.

1. Approval When Borrowing Not Contemplated.  It is unnecessary, although advisable, to secure approval for use of Lodge assets in a building program where borrowing is not contemplated. Decision grand Master approved. 1950, pg 415, 568.

21.08 Title-Holding Corporation.


1. Articles of Incorporation Conform to State Law.  Articles of Incorporation for building corporation in the State of Washington must conform to appropriate Revised Code of Washington (R.C.W.) statutes. Report Committee on Jurisprudence adopted 1952, pg 514, 581.


2. Lodge Hall Rental.  Selection of tenant of a Lodge hall owned by a Masonic building corporation is a policy matter for the corporation to decide. Grand Master noted that there was a pattern of renting only to recognized Masonic bodies and organizations affiliated with them, or to civic organizations of long-recognized status in the community. Decision Grand Master approved. 1957, pg 45, 182.


3. Lodge Hall Ownership.  The joint ownership of a hall by a Masonic Lodge and other organizations, or the ownership of such a hall by a corporation, stock in which is owned partly by a Lodge and partly by other organization, is not looked upon with favor. Decision Grand Master approved. 1957, pg 49, 182.


4. Authority to Control Corporations.  The By-Laws of a temple corporation come under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1985, pg 39, 52-53.

5. Corporation By-Laws.  The Grand Master and the Grand Lodge have the authority to control temple corporations. Decision Grand Master approved. 1985, pg 39, 52-53

6. Amendments to Corporation By-Laws.  To amend temple corporation By-Laws requires a majority of the entire voting stock. Decision Grand Master approved. 1985, pg 39, 52-53
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7. Authority of Grand Master.  The Grand Master has the authority to require a temple corporation to submit its articles of incorporation and By-Laws to the Jurisprudence Committee and the Grand Master for approval. Failure to comply with such a request would constitute un-Masonic conduct. Decision Grand Master approved. 1985, pg 39, 52-53.


8. Operations of Masonic Hall.  Denied permission to Masonic temple association to turn over operation and maintenance of its Masonic hall to Shrine Club. Decision Grand Master approved. 1987, pg 29, 45.
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CHAPTER 22

22.04 Voluntary Relief Organizations.

1. Dispensation Not Required.  Grand Master refused to grant a dispensation to form a social club because they may exist without sanction. Decision Grand Master approved. 1919, pg 411, 475.


2. Masonic Club.  A Lodge was permitted to contribute to the support of a Masonic club provided the club was brought directly under the control of Lodges. Decision Grand Master approved. 1932, pg 47, 139.


3. Service Bureau. To not appoint an investigating team to review activities of the Masonic Service Bureau in Seattle, the request having come from current officers of the Bureau. Recommended that the officers of the Bureau select a team from member Lodges for the independent non-financial audit, cautioning that no one on such a team should be past or present officer or one who has close ties to officers past or present. Decision Grand Master approved 2005.pg 35.
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CHAPTER 23

23.01 Masonic Funeral Services-General Provisions

1. When Officiating Clergyman Not a Mason.  Un-Masonic of a Lodge to request a clergyman who is not a Mason to read the Masonic burial service at grave of a deceased Brother. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1871, pg 328, 351.

2. Dedication of a Cemetery.  It is not necessary to dedicate a Masonic cemetery. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1894, pg 15, 52, 55.

3. When a Lodge May Not Provide Escort.  Unlawful for a Lodge, clothed as Masons, to serve as an escort attending a funeral under the direction of another organization. It must have full control of ceremonies or take no part. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1895, pg 156, 203.

4. When A Lodge May Provide an Escort.  It is customary and proper for a Lodge to escort remains of a Brother to the place of shipment when internment is to take place elsewhere. Decision Grand Master approved. 1900, pg 22, 63.


5. Use of Standard Work Mandatory.  Lodges must use the Funeral Services adopted by Grand Lodge in June 1930 and printed in the 8th Edition of the Washington Monitor until such time as the Grand Lodge adopts a change or modification of that service. Recommendation of Grand Master approved. 1933, pg 18, 93.


6. Optional Funeral Service Authorized.  The funeral service compiled by WB W.A. Myers of the Masonic Service Bureau of Seattle and submitted to Grand Lodge is authorized for use by Lodges as an optional service. Recommendation of Grand Master and Report of Committee on Jurisprudence adopted. 1935, pg 28, 133-135; 1948, pg 394, 516, (See also, 1967, pg 191.

7. Service in the Absence of Body of Deceased.  A Brother was drowned but his body was not recovered. Deputy Grand Master held that if the fact of the drowning as “so firmly established that there was no reasonable possibility of his survival” the Lodge could conduct a funeral service. Decision Deputy Grand Master approved. 1943, pg 46, 81; 1954, pg 381, 428.


8. Masonic Offense.  When a Lodge voted not to accept charges the complaining party appealed to the Grand Master who held that when the accused knowingly and willfully conducted a Masonic Funeral without first regularly opening a Lodge of Master Masons, a Masonic offense had, in fact, been committed. Decision Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 421-422, 534-535.


9. Service Following Cremation.  Where remains have been cremated in a foreign country and then brought here, it is proper to hold a Masonic service over the ashes. Decision Grand Master approved. 1957, pg 46, 182.


10. Shared Funeral Services.  It is immaterial at what point the Lodge conducts the Masonic portion of a funeral service, but when it does take charge it should be in full control until the Masonic Funeral Service is ended; the Lodge has no concern about whether the benediction is under other auspices. Decision Grand Master approved. 1957, pg 47, 183; 1967, pg 191. (See W.M.C. Sec. 23.04.)
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11. Officers Necessary to Conduct Service.  There should be, at a minimum, sufficient Masons present to enable the Masonic ritual to be presented. This would 
include filling the positions of Worshipful Master, Chaplain, Bible Bearer, and pallbearers. Decision Grand Master approved. 1957, pg 47, 182, 183.


12. Place of Opening Lodge for Funeral.  Improper for Master to open Lodge for funeral at his place of business and then telephone Past Master who is to conduct the service to proceed. The Master or Warden who opens the Lodge should remain throughout the ceremony. Decision Grand Master approved. 1957, pg 48, 182, 183.

13. Service Conducted in a Foreign Jurisdiction.  It is proper for a Lodge to open in this Jurisdiction and then with permission of the Grand Master of a Foreign Jurisdiction, to travel to that Foreign Jurisdiction and there to conduct funeral services for one of its members. Decision Grand Master approved. 1961, pg 29, 98.


14. Funeral for M.M. Who Has Not Passed Proficiency.  It is the consensus of this Grand Lodge that at the discretion of the Master of the Lodge, a Masonic funeral may be held for a Brother who has passed away after receiving the Third Degree but before taking his Proficiency Examination. Resolution modified by Report of Jurisprudence adopted. 1962, pg 407-408, 514.


15. Clothed as Masons, When Inappropriate.  Grand Master denied Lodge permission to attend funeral clothed as Masons when they had no part in the funeral service. Decision Grand Master approved. 1964, pg 367, 592-593.


16. No Blanket Advance Authority.  Grand Master refused requests from three Lodges who requested blanket authority to open Lodge for the purpose of conducting funerals but utilizing persons other than those entitled to do so. Decision Grand Master approved. 1965, pg 30-31, 122.

17. Lodge in Sole Charge of Masonic Funeral.  A Masonic funeral ceremony must be in the complete charge of the symbolic Lodge. It is not permissible for the Commandery to participate in uniform as honor guard nor may the Commandery chapeau or Shrine fez be placed on the casket during a Masonic funeral ceremony. Decision Grand Master approved. 1976, pg 45, 54.

23.05 Funeral Service Without Opening Lodge. 


1. Masonic Service Bureau May Conduct.  Authorization to conduct Masonic funerals granted to Masonic Service Bureau of Seattle. Decision Grand Master approved. 1958, pg 433, 515.

2. Masonic Service Bureau May Conduct.  Authorization to conduct Masonic funerals granted to Vancouver Masonic Relief Association. Approved. 1958, pg 439, 515.


3. Masonic Service Bureau May Not Conduct.  Grand Master ruled that Masonic Service Bureau of Pierce County not authorized to conduct Masonic funerals unless a Lodge had been properly opened for that purpose only. Decision Grand Master approved. 1965, pg 47, 126.
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4. Masonic Service Bureaus Authorized to Conduct Sojourner’s Funeral Services.  Grand Master ruled that any Service Bureau may conduct the funeral service for a sojourning Mason without first requiring that a Lodge open a Lodge of sorrow 
provided that the Lodge nearest the residence of the deceased brother cannot perform the service. Decision Grand Master approved. 1992, pg 32, 40.
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CHAPTER 24
The have been no Rulings or Decisions pertaining to Chapter 24
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CHAPTER 25

25.02 Surrender of Charter.


1. Requisite Vote.  When a Lodge whose total membership numbered 27 met to vote on the issue of surrendering the Lodge’s charter there were only seven members present and, although five voted in favor and only two voted against, the Grand Secretary reported to Grand Lodge that the required number contemplated under W.M.C. Sec. 25.02 was not complied with. Report Grand Secretary approved. 1882, pg 105, 119, 121, 133.
25.03 Forfeiture of Charter.

1. In Absence of Willful Disobedience.  A Lodge tried and acquitted one of its members and was ordered by the Grand Master to subject the member to a new trial, and at that trial again acquitted him. The Grand Master arrested the charter of the Lodge. Charter was restored by action of Grand Lodge as of June 24 of the then current year. Motion to restore charter adopted. 1887, pg 27, 28, 35-49, 60-62, 64.

2. Forfeiture of Charter.  Where a Lodge had not held meetings for two years, no Grand Lodge dues had been paid during that period, its furniture had been disposed of, a large number of its members had been dropped for non-payment of dues and its charter suspended by action of the Grand Master. The action of Grand Master concurred in and recommendation of the Grand Master that the forfeiture of the charter be tried at the next Annual Communication adopted. 1898, pg 22, 45.


3. Failure to Open on Stated Communication.  No penalty accrues for failure of Lodge to open on the date of Stated Communication prescribed in By-Laws unless such failure continues over period longer than six months. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1929, pg 34, 96.

25.06 Suspension of Charter.

1. Unsafe Lodge Room.  Situation of the Lodge and condition of its Lodge room not being a suitable and safe place in which to hold meetings, charter was suspended until  conditions satisfactory to Grand Master. Motion before Grand Lodge carried. 1869, pg 198.
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CHAPTER 26

26.01 Preferring of Charges.


1. Jurisdiction of Concurrent Lodge.  Refusal of a Brother’s own Lodge to receive charges from a member of a Lodge having concurrent jurisdiction does not preclude the latter’s Lodge from receiving and trying charges against the accused Brother. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1898, pg 11, 44.


2. Complaint by Non-Affiliate.  If a non-affiliate complains against member of Lodge the Worshipful Master should investigate, and if the matter is well-founded should instruct Junior Warden to prefer charges. Decision Grand Master approved. 1911, pg 230, 312.


3. Lodge Directed to Bring Charges by Grand Master.  A Lodge was reluctant to bring charges against a member although it was in possession of proof that he was an embezzler and had deserted his wife and children, fearing that such action would remove financial support from his family. Member had, in consequence of his disappearance, been dropped for non-payment of dues. Grand master directed Lodge to bring charges. Decision Grand Master approved. 1929, pg 22, 95.

4. Lodge Directed to Bring Charges by Grand Master.  The Grand Master directed a Lodge to prefer charges against a member who was in the State Penitentiary and who had been automatically dropped for non-payment of dues. Decision Grand Master approved. 1929, pg 22, 95.


5. Lodge Directed to Act on Charges Filed.  Member pleaded guilty to a felony and charges of un-Masonic conduct were filed against the brother in Lodge. Lodge failed to act on those charges. Grand Master directed Junior Warden of Lodge to read the charges and the Lodge to implement proper trial procedures in consequence. Decision Grand Master approved. 1993, pg 32, 40.

26.02 Junior Warden to Prefer Charges.

1. Lodge Directed to Bring Charges by Grand Master.  When false information was given on a petition by E.A. who was candidate for remaining Degrees, Grand Master ordered Lodge to prefer charges, which duty devolved upon the Junior Warden of the Lodge. Decision Grand Master approved. 1955, pg 34, 145.

26.03 Disposition of Charges.

1. Manner of Voting.  It is within the prerogative of the Master to determine whether a ball ballot or a vote by show of hands should be taken on question whether charges against a Brother should be sustained. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1888, pg 269, 288, 294.
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2. Lodge Must Accept or Reject Charges.  Charges were preferred and referred to a committee which recommended that they not be accepted since, in the opinion of the members of the committee, the accused was not guilty. Proceedings were held to be 
irregular and the case was ordered to be sent back to the Lodge with instructions that the Lodge and not a committee must vote to accept or reject charges. Report Committee on Grievances and Appeals adopted. 1893, pg 397, 401.


3. Insinuation Differs From Charge of Un-Masonic Conduct.  Insinuations do not constitute charges against a Brother which shall prevent the issuance of a dimit as provided in W.M.C. Sec. 17.07. Decision Grand Master to the contrary disapproved. 1923, pg 34, 139.


4. Record of Criminal Court.  Record of proof of convictions, fines and jail sentences for unlawful possession of “intoxicating liquor and for operating a motor vehicle while intoxicated,” justify charges of un-Masonic conduct. Decision Grand Master approved. 1924, pg 305, 412.


5. Lodge Directed to Bring Charges by Grand Master.  In cases arising from charges which the Grand Master directed that Lodges consider against members, one Lodge voted to acquit the Brother but the accuser brought action before Grand Lodge Committee on Grievances and Appeals. That committee held that it had original jurisdiction to review the action of the Lodge and held that the Lodge had erred, voided its judgment, and remanded the case for retrial to the Lodge. In a second case, the member was found guilty by the Lodge but the Grand Master reverse the decision which was appealed to the Committee on Grievances and Appeals, which held that the Lodge had acted properly and reinstated its judgment. Committee on Jurisprudence held the Grand Lodge, having voted to adopt the Report of the Committee on Grievances and Appeals, Jurisprudence Committee was remove from any duty to report on the matter. Reports Jurisprudence and Grievances and Appeals adopted. 1929, pg 22, 147-149.

6. Withdrawal of Charges After Appeal.  When, following a Masonic trial from which an appeal is made and a new trial ordered, the Lodge may vote not to accept the charges, thereby withdraw the charges, and terminate the proceedings. Decision Grand Master to contrary disapproved. 1930, pg 334, 43.


7. Charges, Withdrawn, May Be Considered Again.  Under this chapter of the W.M.C. charges may be preferred a second time against a member of the Lodge for an offense for which the member had been previously charged, the charges accepted by the Lodge, and then withdrawn. Decision Grand Master approved. 1934, pg 18, 93.

8. Await Action in Civil Court.  A Lodge does not have to await the outcome of a trial in a civil court before preferring charges which cover the same controversy, but it is advisable to do so and Lodges are strongly recommended to do so. Decision Grand Master approved. 1933, pg 18, 93.


9. Charges Withdrawn Only by Two-thirds Vote.  The declaration by the Master that the vote in favor of withdrawing charges against a member carried in null and void unless 2/3 of the members present and voting to withdraw the charges. Despite the Master’s declaration, absent the required majority, the charges having been once accepted by the Lodge remain before the Lodge for action. Decision Grand Master approved. 1933, pg 18, 93.
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10.What Constitutes Charges.  Member of Lodge A was charged with a Masonic offense in Lodge B. Appealed to Grand Master, who held that the charges did not constitute a Masonic offense and decision of Lodge trial vacated and expunged. Decision Grand Master approved. 1988, pg 44, 59.


11. Charges Received at Stated Communication.  A Lodge cannot receive charges of un-Masonic conduct at a Special Meeting. Decision Grand Master approved. 1988, pg 44, 59.
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CHAPTER 27

27.02 Classes of Masonic Offenses.


1. Holding a Lottery to Induce Ticket Purchase.  It is un-Masonic to promote dance where drawing for prize is held out as inducement for purchase of ticket to the dance, possible prize to be won by lottery. Ruling Grand Master approved. 1939, pg 39, 40, 168.


2. Refusal to Take Proficiency Examination.  Refusal to present self for proficiency examination on Third Degree within sixty days of conferral does not render one subject to Masonic discipline for that reason. Decision Grand Master approved. 1949, pg 45, 177-178.


3. Masonic Offense.  Charge of un-Masonic Conduct specified that, despite Lodge not opened for the purpose of conducting Masonic Funeral Service, Brother conducted a Masonic Funeral service clothed as a Mason. Although Lodge voted it not a Masonic offense, accuser appealed to Grand Master, who held that it was a Masonic offense to appear in public wearing a Masonic apron and to conduct a Masonic Funeral Service without opening Lodge and remanded case back to Lodge for trial. Decision Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 421-422, 534. Report Jurisprudence adopted 1956, pg 422-423, 534.

27.03 Power to Exercise Discipline.


1. Non-Residents.  All complaints against Masons for fraud or other offences should first be submitted to the Lodge to which they belong or under whose jurisdiction they reside. Decision Grand Master approved. 1865, pg 476.


2. Charges Against Deputy Grand Master.  The Deputy Grand Master is not, by reason of his office, immune from charges and trial in a Lodge. Report of Committee on Jurisprudence adopted. 1871, pg 345, 355, 358.


3. Recommending Unworthy Material.  It is the duty of a Lodge to discipline all members who knowingly recommend unworthy material. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1882, pg 97, 120.


4. Double Jeopardy Not Allowed.  After acquittal a member cannot be arraigned a second time for the same offense. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1883, pg 343, 385.

5. Discipline After Dimit Issued.  If an offending Brother resides or sojourns in the jurisdiction of a Lodge in which charges were preferred when the offense was committed, he should be disciplined whether or not he holds a dimit issued after the date of the offense. Decision Grand Master approved. 1889, pg 19, 37.


6. Jurisdiction Over Sojourning Mason.  A Lodge has a right to exercise discipline over sojourning Brother of foreign jurisdiction. Decision Grand Master approved. 1923, pg 33, 137.
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7. Service Not Required on Foreign Lodge.  A member of a foreign Lodge may be tried in Washington Lodge having jurisdiction over the accused Brother and a copy of the charges against that member need not be served on the foreign jurisdiction before proceeding to trial. Decision Grand Master to the contrary disapproved. 1923, pg 33, 137-138.


8. Failure to Obey Summons.  Member of Lodge is subject to discipline for failure to respond to summons. Decision Grand Master approved. 1923, pg 31, 138.

9. Rule of Comity.  When a member of one of our Lodges is tried in a foreign jurisdiction, jurisdiction being established, the conviction and sentence by the foreign Lodge should, by comity between Grand Jurisdictions, be recognized as in force without formality of another trial. Decision Grand Master as modified by Committee on Jurisprudence approved. 1924, pg 304, 413. (Comity, Agreement between.)

10. Discipline Prior to Proficiency Examination.  A candidate who has taken the E.A. obligation is thereafter subject to discipline for any Masonic offense whether he has taken any proficiency examination or not. Decision Grand Master to contrary disapproved. 1949, pg 53, 177-178.


11. Discipline for Refusal to Take Proficiency Examination.  One who refuses to present himself for examination in Third Degree Proficiency within sixty days of conferral is not subject to Masonic discipline for that reason. Decision Grand Master approved. 1949, pg 54, 177-178.

12. Dual Membership in Unrecognized Lodge.  Merely petitioning for dual membership in a Lodge not recognized by the Grand Lodge of Washington does not of itself work for a forfeiture of membership in a Washington Lodge. However, obtaining dual membership in such an unrecognized Lodge might subject a member to charge of un-Masonic conduct. Decision Grand Master to contrary disapproved and Report of Committee on Jurisprudence adopted 1953, pg 56, 94.

13. Double Jeopardy.  A Brother whose acquittal was affirmed on appeal to Grand Lodge may not be tried again on the same charge.. Decision Grand Master approved. 1953, pg 49, 91

14. Retention of Lodge Roll.  A Brother whose acquittal was affirmed on appeal to Grand Lodge must be retained on Lodge roll. Decision Grand Master approved. 1953, pg 49, 91


15. Rule of Comity.  Expulsion after trial by a Lodge in foreign jurisdiction for conduct recognized as a Masonic offense by our law constitutes expulsion from dual membership in this jurisdiction. Decision Grand Master approved. 1957, pg 45, 182.
27.05 Lodge shall Choose the Trial Forum

1. Change of Forum.  When the Lodge had determined that the trial would be conducted by the Lodge with evidence taken before a Lodge Trial Committee, and that committee had been selected, the Lodge could not thereafter elect to have the trial before a Grand Master’s Committee. Decision Grand Master approved. 1960, pg 471, 543.
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27.10 Misrepresentation by Petitioner or Candidate.


1. Misrepresentation by E.A.  When false information was given on petition by E.A. who was a candidate for the remaining Degrees, Grand Master ordered Lodge to prefer charges. Decision Grand Master approved. 1955, pg 34, 145.


2. Terms of Judgment Permissive.  Grand Master ruled that the phrase, “If found guilty, he may be suspended or expelled,” is permissive rather than mandatory. Which means that the Lodge is free to set it own penalty, up to and including suspension or expulsion. Decision Grand Master approved. 1990, pg 27, 38.
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CHAPTER 28

28.04 Trial to Proceed if Accused Voluntarily Absent.


1. Refusal to Appear, Procedure.  When an appeal from a judgment of expulsion by an accused had been sustained on jurisdictional grounds and the Grand Master had remanded the case to Lodge for trial, the accused refused to appear and claimed that when Grand Lodge repealed Section 234 of the W.M.C. of 1913 by Resolution in 1924, the Lodge could not try him in his absence. This resulted in a second appeal that came before the Committee on Grievances and Appeals, which held, that inasmuch as the accused’s request for a trial by a properly constituted tribunal had been granted by the Grand Lodge the preceding year, it was his duty to appear and meet the charge on remanding of the case, and that failure of the accused to appear would not preclude the Lodge tribunal from proceeding and rendering judgment. Decision Grand Master and Committee Report adopted. 1926, pg 278, 374.
28.06 Testimony Reduced to Writing.


1. Written Evidence in Civil Action Inadmissible.  Depositions and sworn statements taken preliminary to litigation in civil courts and which are not entered into the record of the proceedings at trial or are taken preliminary to a civil trial which is settled out of court, withdrawn, or dismissed, are not admissible in Masonic trials as evidence. Opinion of Grand Master concurred in by Committee on Jurisprudence and Committee Report adopted. 1900, pg 22, 63.

28.10 Verdict in a Criminal Proceeding.

1. Weight of Civil Court Opinion.  Although the opinion of a civil court of review such as the Washington State Supreme Court ought to be respected by all similar courts in the land, it does not necessarily follow that their opinions, when placed before a Masonic court, should have any more weight than the mere opinion of any other set of equally intelligent men; such opinion should be accepted as merely an opinion and not as fact bearing on the guilt or innocence of the Brother on trial. Report of Committee on Grievances and appeals adopted. 
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28.15 New Trial.

1. New Trial Ordered by Grand Master.  Grand Master set aside guilty verdict and ordered a new trial in a case in which the Lodge failed to give the accused notice of the date and time of the trial; the Master violated his agreement with the accused to inform him of the date and time of the trial; and the Master failed to summon the membership to inform them of the date and time of the trial. Action of Grand Master approved upon Report of Committee on Segregation and Reference without referral or consideration by Committee on Jurisprudence or Grievances and Appeals. 1953, pg 51, 79.

28-2

BLANK PAGE

28-3

CHAPTER 29

There have been no Rulings or Decisions pertaining to Chapter 29
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CHAPTER 30

30.03 Verdict of the Lodge.


1. Proper Summons.  “Summoned” means summons mailed or personally served upon each member and not published, there being no provision for service by publication. Ruling Deputy Grand Master approved. 1937, pg 23, 85.


2. Proper Summons.  The summons to members should be mailed to or personally served on each member. It should not be published in a newspaper which serves as a Trestle Board. Decision Grand Master approved. 1951, pg 47, 156.

3. Reading Testimony.  All testimony taken by a Lodge Trial committee must be read to the Lodge in full; no part may be omitted notwithstanding its length. Decision Grand Master approved. 1956, pg 436, 534.

30.04 Judgment.

1. Every Member Present Must Vote.  Every member must vote on the determination or degree of punishment to mete out to a Brother pleading guilty to charges. If a Brother requests permission of the Master to retire before a ballot is spread, it is the prerogative of the Master to grant such permission. Decision Grand Master concurred in. 1888, pg 267, 288, 294.


2. Suspended Status Follows Change of Residence.  The status of a Mason residing here, who has been suspended in another jurisdiction, is the same here as in the jurisdiction in which he was suspended. Decision Grand Master superseded by report of Committee on Jurisprudence adopted. 1906, pg 16a, 80.

3. Grand Master’s Power to Reduce Sentence Denied.  It is not within the powers of the Grand Master to modify or alter a sentence imposed. Decision Grand Master approved. 1992, pg 32, 41.
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CHAPTER 31

31.04 Judgment.


1. Penalty Must be Imposed upon Conviction.  Where a Brother is found guilty and Grand Master’s committee fails to expel or suspend, it must impose the penalty of reprimand. Decision Grand Maser approved. 1956, pg 425, 534
31.06 Procedure After Judgment.


1. Disposition of Record Upon Withdrawal of Appeal.  Where appeal from conviction by Grand Master’s Committee is withdrawn, record on appeal should, never-theless, be retained by the Grand Secretary as permanent record. Decision Grand Maser approved. 1956, pg 437, 534.
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CHAPTER 32

32.01 Right of Appeal.


1. Right Not To Be Abridged.  A Brother has a right to appeal and nothing can deprive him of that right. Payment of expenses of trial could not be made a condition upon which appeal to Grand Lodge could be sent up. Decision Grand Maser concurred in. 1893, pg 382, 383.

2. Record on Appeal.  Committee on Grievances and Appeals received from Grand Master purported charges preferred by a member of one Lodge against a member of another Lodge and reported that, in the absence of evidence that the charges had ever been presented in Lodge, in the absence of a transcript or the proceedings of the Lodge or proof of service or Notice of Appeal, the Grand Lodge could take no other action than return the papers to the Brother who filed them with the Grand Master. Committee Report adopted. 1897, pg 203.


3. Inadequate Penalty.  When the verdict of Lodge is based upon plea of guilty and the prime object of an appeal is to increase the degree of punishment decided upon by the Lodge, such decision should be less lightly disturbed than almost any other. The Lodge having given the case fair and mature consideration, there is no reason why Grand Lodge should interfere with the decision rendered. Report of Committee on Grievances and Appeals adopted. 1902, pg 48-49.

4. Appeal Acts as Stay of Judgment.  If the accused is found guilty he has a right to appeal immediately to prevent immediate execution of judgment. Decision Grand Maser approved. 1923 ,pg 35, 139.

5. Effect of Petition for Restoration Upon Appeal.  Filing of petition for restoration waives the right of appeal to Grand Lodge, but if the petition is withdrawn prior to the date set for consideration, the right of appeal is restored, provided the appeal is made in a timely manner. Decision Grand Maser approved. 1950, pg 568, 572,575.


6. Effect of Rejection of Petition for Restoration Upon Appeal.  One who petitions for restoration after conviction accepts the decision of the Trial committee, and if his petition is rejected, he cannot thereafter appeal to Grand Lodge from his conviction.. Decision Grand Maser approved. 1950, pg 568, 572-575.


7. Right to Abandon Appeal.  An appellant to Grand Lodge has the right to abandon his appeal by filing with the Grand Secretary a notice of abandonment and withdrawal of appeal. In that it is not necessary to report the appeal to Grand Lodge. Decision Grand Maser approved. 1956, pg 437, 534-535.

8. Disposition of Record Upon Withdrawal of Appeal.  Where appeal from conviction by Grand Master’s Trial Committee is withdrawn, record on appeal should nevertheless be retained by Grand Secretary as permanent record. Decision Grand Maser approved. 1956, pg 437, 534.

9. Grand Master May Order Appeal.  Grand Master ordered an appeal be filed in a case involving a judgment based on trial procedure. Decision Grand Maser approved. 1976, pg 45, 56.
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32.06 Judgment.

1. Effective Date.  Where date of sentence in case on appeal is not set, sentence becomes effective on date of Report of Committee on Grievances and Appeals to Grand Lodge. Decision Grand Maser approved. 1928, pg 385, 444.

2. Finality.  When acquittal of a Brother has been affirmed on appeal to Grand Lodge, that action is final and a Brother cannot be tried again on the same charge. Decision Grand Maser approved. 1953, pg 49, 91.

32.09 Status During Appeal.

1. Restoration Pending Appeal.  Restoration from suspension cannot be received while appeal by Lodge is pending before Grand Lodge. Decision Grand Maser approved. 1958, pg 438, 515.


2. Disposition of Record Upon Withdrawal of Appeal.  Where appeal from conviction by Grand Master’s Trial Committee is withdrawn, record on appeal should nevertheless be retained by Grand Secretary as permanent record. Decision Grand Maser approved. 1956, pg 437, 534.
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CHAPTER 33

33.02 Restoration From Indefinite Suspension Un-Appealed.  


1. Withdrawal of Petition for Restoration.  One sentenced to indefinite suspension who has petitioned for restoration may withdraw his petition prior to the time it is acted upon by the Lodge. Decision Grand Maser approved. 1950, pg 417, 568.


2. Discussion Permitted.  A petition for restoration after sentence of indefinite suspension may be discussed in the Lodge but subject to the control of the Master. Decision Grand Maser approved. 1950, pg 417, 568.

3. Penalty Imposed by Grand Master’s Trial Committee.  Fact that the penalty of indefinite suspension was imposed by Grand Master’s Trial Committee does not prevent Lodge from restoring the brother to membership prior to the expiration of period of suspension. Decision Grand Maser approved. 1956, pg 433, 534.

33.03 Restoration From Suspension Appealed and Affirmed.

1. Restoration Pending Appeal.  Petition for restoration cannot be received while appeal to Grand Lodge is pending. Decision Grand Maser approved. 1958, pg 438, 515.
33.04 Restoration From Expulsion Un-Appealed.


1. Membership in Lodge.  A two-thirds vote to restore to the rights of Masonry in one whom a Lodge had previously expelled, the case never having been before Grand Lodge on appeal, does not restore the Brother to Membership in the Lodge. Opinion Grand Master approved. 1899, pg 340, 368.


2. Certificate to Entered Apprentice.  An E.A. whose expulsion in 1911 was Un-appealed petitioned for restoration in 1926 and the Grand Master held as follows. When E.A. has been expelled and such expulsion is Un-appealed from, the Lodge may restore such E.A. “to the rights of Masonry without Lodge membership” by a two-thirds vote, whereupon the Brother would be entitled to a certificate of that fact, as provided for in W.M.C. Sec. 17.10, which may be used in lieu of a dimit as set forth in W.M.C. Sec. 33.04. If membership in the same or any other Lodge is sought, a unanimous ballot must be had. Decision Grand Maser approved. 1927, pg 23, 178.
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3. When Residence Qualifications Necessary for Restoration.  A person residing in a foreign jurisdiction unlawfully presenting a petition to Lodge in this Jurisdiction, and in consequence of his false statements concerning his qualifications was elected, initiated, and thereafter expelled, cannot be restored until possessed of qualifications prerequisite to petitioning for degrees. Decision Grand Maser approved. 1927, pg 29, 178.

4. When Residence Qualifications Necessary for Restoration.  One who was restored to the “rights of Masonry” in violation of Decision Number 3, W.M.C. Rulings and Decisions Sec. 33.04 above, stands as an E.A. expelled from the rights of Masonry and the action of the Lodge in restoring him is null and void. Decision Grand Maser approved. 1929, pg 20, 124.

5. Restoration Procedure for E.A.  An expelled E.A. whose case was not appealed to Grand Lodge may be restored to rights of Masonry without Lodge membership by petition to the Lodge which expelled him, as provided for in W.M.C. Sec. 33.04 if his expulsion was affirmed by Grand Lodge on appeal, his restoration is governed by provisions of W.M.C. Sec. 33.05 and 33.06. Decision Grand Maser to contrary disapproved. 1932, pg 374, 474.

6. Restoration to Rights of Masonry.  Where a member of a Lodge has been expelled for misrepresentation in his petition for degrees as to his residential qualifications, from which sentence of expulsion no appeal has been taken, the Lodge could receive and act upon his petition for restoration to the rights of Masonry, the Grand Lodge of California consenting, and the Lodge in the town of which such member had at all times been a resident, waiving jurisdiction for that purpose. Decision Grand Maser approved. 1933, pg 20, 93.


7. Discussion Permitted.  A petition for restoration after expulsion can be discussed at the discretion of the Worshipful Master. Decision Grand Maser approved. 1941, pg 394. 442.

33.05 Restoration From Expulsion Appealed and Affirmed. 

1. Restoration of Expelled E.A. to Rights of Masonry.  And expelled E.A. whose case was appealed to the Grand Lodge and affirmed who subsequently seeks restoration to good standing in the Fraternity can, upon a favorable two-thirds vote of the Lodge so recommending to Grand Lodge, be restored by Grand Lodge to the status of an unaffiliated E.A. without dimit. In order to be restored to membership in any Lodge and receive the two remaining Degrees, a unanimous vote of the Lodge is necessary. Decision Grand Maser approved. 1946, pg 394, 442.
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